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Introductions
Saturday morning - Introduction to Power and Privilege Walk – Siobhan Haire
Welcome, Friends

Last night, Clare talked to us about privilege, explaining what we mean by the word privilege in this context.
Following the introduction which Nim and Maud provided, we are going to spend some more structured time considering how we feel about our individual privilege and disprivilege.  There will be a further chance to respond to what we heard in Nim and Maud’s conversation later in this session.
I cannot promise that this will be easy.  Some of us will acknowledge that we benefit from many types of privilege.  Some of us will be confronted with the privileges that we do not have.  The process may provoke anger, as we feel afresh the barriers which encounter.  The process may provoke a defensive reaction – a sense that we are being blamed for privilege which we did not ask for or seek.
Let us be kind to one another, and to ourselves.  We cannot control our immediate responses, but we can observe and interrogate them, and choose how to move forward.  Our hope is that the exercise we have planned will help us to move beyond knee-jerk reactions, and towards acknowledgement of structural privilege, and a state of readiness to dismantle the systems which oppress us, and implicate us in the oppression of others.
I am now going to read ten questions out. They have been written to help us to notice how privilege is built into our everyday activities and interactions.  Everyone in this room will have an answer to each question, and I would ask you to consider your response to each question.  There is no need to signal your answer in any way. 

After the exercise, the clerk will put the matter before the meeting.
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