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Introduction

One of Britain Yearly Meeting’s core priorities 
is to nurture and grow thriving Quaker 
communities – communities that are loving, 
lively and welcoming, rooted in worship, 
active in the world and open to all. It’s quite 
an aspiration! There are joys and possibilities, 
but challenges too.

This catalogue details a range of resources, 
ideas, publications and people to help 
build thriving, intergenerational Quaker 
communities. There are resources here to 
help nurture, deepen, nourish and grow our 
communities and to help us to be visible, 
connected and engaged with our localities. 
There are leaflets, booklets, posters, toolkits, 
and hands-on guidance and advice.

Quaker Life staff are always happy to work 
with you – details of how to contact us are on 
the opposite page.
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Discovering Quakers

Let’s explore the 
Quaker way
A beautiful booklet that 
explores Quaker values 
of truth, peace, simplicity and equality. With its 
detailed illustrations, it’s intended as a starting 
point for conversations with children – the first 
steps in growing our readiness for the challenges 
of everyday life. It can be used in meetings, 
schools or shared with others who want to find 
out more about Quaker faith and practice.

Quaker meeting  
and me
This is a delightful and 
profound booklet to help 
young children find a way into Quaker meeting 
for worship. It can be used as a starting point for 
conversations between children and adults, as 
well as a focus to help children settle and centre 
themselves during meeting for worship.
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Concertina leaflets 
(four kinds)
These accessibly 
written leaflets, 
featuring attractive images, are introductions 
to four contrasting areas of Quaker activity: 
Quakers (available in Welsh and English), 
worship, young people, and Quaker Peace & 
Social Witness.

Quaker journeys
These leaflets are 
most helpful for those 
new to Quakers, 
and can be given out at outreach or other 
events. They explore Quaker worship, faith, 
living, and community through the stories 
and experiences of four Friends. The leaflets 
link to four short animated films, which tell 
the stories of these Friends. The films can be 
found at www.quaker.org.uk/quakerjourneys.

Chatterbox
This engaging and 
inventive resource takes 
the form of the popular 
‘chatterbox’ game. It is something children 
can use to think about their Quaker faith and 
how they share it with others. It is also ideal 
for anyone visiting schools or other groups of 
children. It includes words from Quaker children 
expressing what is important to them.

http://www.quaker.org.uk/quakerjourneys


Becoming Friends
Living & learning with Quakers
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Woodbrooke Quaker Study Centre
Woodbrooke 
1046 Bristol Road 
Birmingham 
B29 6LJ

Tel: 0121 472 5171 
Email: enquiries@woodbrooke.org.uk 
Web: www.woodbrooke.org.uk

Quaker Life
Quaker Life 
Friends House 
173 Euston Road 
London NW1 2BJ

Tel: 020 7663 1140 
Email: ql@quaker.org.uk 
Web: www.quaker.org.uk
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A day with Friends

A guide for Quaker meetings

Running events for enquirers and new attenders
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Discovering Quakers

Living our beliefs
A short book about 
Quakers and how 
they worship and live 
out their faith. It was 
compiled and edited in 
partnership with young 
Quakers in Britain.

Becoming Friends: 
Living and learning 
with Quakers
This innovative 
learning course from Woodbrooke and 
Quaker Life aims to nurture and support 
those who are new to Friends and want to 
know more. It provides a flexible, interactive 
course and a range of ways for Quaker 
meetings to support newcomers as they 
learn.

A day with Friends
This resource is for 
Quaker meetings 
interested in running 
events for enquirers and new attenders. 
It offers a simple framework for what the 
day might include, ideas for sessions and 
guidance on how to use the space you have. 
It will help meetings run open and creative 
enquirers’ events, where everyone can share 
their stories and insights and explore the 
riches of the Quaker way together.
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Blogs and podcasts
Britain Yearly 
Meeting’s blogs and 
podcasts cover a 
range of topics, including all-age community, 
social justice, peacebuilding, worship, and 
Quaker history.

The blog posts are informative and reflective 
and offer a helpful insight into Quaker 
worship, witness and community. They are an 
ideal way for seekers to discover more:  
www.quaker.org.uk/blog.

A Quaker take is the Britain Yearly Meeting 
podcast featuring people talking about ideas, 
faith and activism. The podcast explores 
Quaker responses to a range of issues in 
Britain and beyond:  
www.quaker.org.uk/podcast.

Quakers: a guide for 
young people
This leaflet offers young 
people a brief introduction 
to Quakerism. It sets out some of the different 
aspects of being a Quaker and is suitable for 
sharing with young people.

http://www.quaker.org.uk/blog
http://www.quaker.org.uk/podcast
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Ways to connect:
an introduction

Ways to connect: Quaker Practices
that might be helpful to young Friends

Ways to connect: integrate
young Friends into meeting

C

M

Y

CM

MY

CY

CMY

K

Q Logo - Sky - CMYK.pdf   1   19/04/2012   13:43:04

£4.00

Friends would say that meeting for worship 
is central to their spiritual lives – but what 
is worship? What does ‘ministry’ mean? 
How can we talk to each other, sharing our 
understandings of listening or waiting on God? 
Meetings can feel shallow, unsatisfying, or deep 
and transforming. Dare we assess quality and 
depth?

This booklet is a distillation of experience and 
reflection collected from meetings and offered 
back in the form of queries, designed to be taken 
a few at a time. Those responsible for eldership 
will find this book helpful in their regular 
meetings, as they consider how to sustain and 
support the Quaker community in this core 
activity. Queries could also be used more widely 
in the meeting, perhaps on a quiet day or in a 
listening or study group.

Quality and depth of
worship and ministry

Volume 5 of the Eldership and Oversight handbook series

Quality and depth cover_v3.indd   1 30/04/2013   11:15:15
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Moving into membership
Volume 8 of the Eldership and 
Oversight handbook series

Moving into membership, now reprinted 
with a new preface and the relevant sections 
of Quaker faith & practice (3rd edition), 
explores how an attender might move towards 
becoming a member, and how the members of 
a meeting can help this process with love, care 
and sensitivity.

Those responsible for eldership, oversight, 
outreach and education in local meetings will 
find this useful. Clerks with responsibility 
for membership will find helpful guidance. 
Attenders may find this detailed review of 
membership processes interesting.

Moving into membership is the eighth in a 
series of booklets produced by the Committee 
on Eldership & Oversight to offer information, 
support and guidance to all those responsible 
for oversight and eldership. The volumes 
together form a handbook on spiritual and 
pastoral care, based on the experience and 
insights of Quakers in Britain Yearly Meeting.

ISBN 978 1 907123 18 4 
£5.00
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Nurturing our community

Ways to connect
A set of leaflets 
exploring the 
relationship between 
local meetings and young Friends. They offer 
some approaches and Quaker practices that 
might be helpful for creating connections 
between young people, adults and Quakerism.

Eldership and oversight
Quaker Life offers 
guidance and support 
to Quaker communities 
on all aspects of eldership and oversight. Visit 
the website, www.quaker.org.uk/pastoralcare, 
for resources and Quaker tools to help when 
there is conflict or other issues that may 
require a specific Quaker response. Seek 
support from our staff team for using tools 
such as clearness and threshing meetings and 
guidance on confidentiality. Call 020 7663 
1007 for further information and advice.

http://www.quaker.org.uk/pastoralcare


Sharing our meetings’ stories



Quaker communities are often best understood in the stories they share. Stories 
aren’t about theories or ideas but about experience. This report is based on the 
stories of a broad cross-section of Quaker meetings in Britain, and together they 
give an insight into the life of meetings today and the common experiences that 
shape and grow from that life. Most importantly, they point to those things that 
nourish our meetings, things that, even when challenging, have deepened and 
strengthened our communities.

£5.00 where sold

Sharing-Meeting-Stories-covers.indd  1 22/07/2014  11:47
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Living as a 
Quaker 

 

A six session programme for facilitators 
supporting young people exploring Quaker 
identity, beliefs, values and interactions with 
others 
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Sharing meetings’ 
stories
This report captures 
the stories of a 
range of meetings across Britain, offering 
a snapshot of the life of meetings today. It 
names some of the struggles and challenges 
meetings face and points to some of the 
practices that can help strengthen our life 
together.

Mental health in our 
meetings
There are resources 
and guidance being 
developed by Quaker Life to support Quaker 
communities where Friends are living with 
mental health problems or distress. Find 
out more about this work and the resources 
available by visiting www.quaker.org.uk/
mentalhealth. 

Sharing our journeys
This pack contains a 
variety of activities to 
enable young Quakers 
and adult Friends to explore their spirituality in 
a Quaker context. It provides opportunities to 
share spiritual journeys and to think about (and 
articulate) beliefs and values.

Living as a Quaker
A six-session 
programme providing 
facilitation materials 
to help young people explore Quaker identity, 
beliefs, values, and social interactions.

http://www.quaker.org.uk/mentalhealth
http://www.quaker.org.uk/mentalhealth


Journeys in the Spirit
TGames Supplement

                                 

 

How to use this resource
The games are not separated into categories, but they roughly come in the order of: name games and ice-
breakers, followed by energisers, followed by reflective games. 
Each game has a number, title and a box with:
- description of the game type (ice-breaker, energizer, reflective etc.)
- timing
- equipment needed
- size of group to play it with and whether it involves the whole group together or splitting into small groups
- appropriate ages for the game.
Following is the process for playing the game, and some games have a ‘theme alternative’ suggesting how to 
change the game to reflect on or explore issues within a theme.

Gathering, active and reflective games suitable for children 
and young people aged 5-18

Journeys in  
the Spirit

Resources to use with children and  
young people in a Quaker setting
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Journeys in the Spirit 
(children’s work edition)
This free monthly 
resource is for adults 
who work with children. The children’s work 
edition provides materials for adults working 
with children aged 5 to 12 in a Quaker setting. 
It can help with Quaker meetings, all-age 
events, residential gatherings, and camps. The 
resource offers activities and ideas that will 
stimulate children and the adults working with 
them. Six times a year it uses specific themes, 
with the remaining six offering something more 
seasonal or topical.

Nurturing our community

Games and songs 
supplements
Two magazines 
describing games 
and songs for gathering, being active and 
reflecting. Suitable for all ages.

Journeys in the Spirit 
(youth work edition)
This free annual 
resource provides 
adults working with young people a range 
of ideas to use with 12- to 18-year-olds in a 
Quaker context. Each issue explores a theme, 
with associated activities, in an A4 magazine 
format. The activities are written and presented 
to fit the structure of a variety of youth events 
and activities. From link groups and weekends 
to week-long residential events or Sunday 
morning youth activities, each issue is packed 
with ideas for exploring a theme in a range of 
ways.
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Journeys in the Spirit 
(ages 0 to 4)
This is a simple guide 
to being with children 
aged 0 to 4 years in a Quaker setting. It 
offers ideas, resources and frameworks 
to encourage and equip adults who work 
alongside this age group.

Philosophy for 
communities (P4C)
P4C is a way of 
creating a ‘community 
of enquiry’ to think and reason together. It 
provides a group with a structure to participate 
in rigorous discussion about questions that 
matter. Equality, integrity and authenticity are 
core to the method. Workshops are offered for 
meetings that are interested in this method: 
www.quaker.org.uk/workshops. For more 
about P4C go to www.sapere.org.uk.

Godly Play
Godly Play helps 
children and adults 
explore their faith 
through story, and enhances their spiritual 
experience through wonder and play. 
Workshops are offered for Friends interested in 
storytelling based on the Godly Play method. 
There is also a library of biblical and Quaker 
stories at Friends House, which is available 
to people who have attended a workshop. 
Find details of the workshop and available 
resources at www.quaker.org.uk/using-godly-
play. For more on Godly Play go to  
www.godlyplay.org.

http://www.quaker.org.uk/workshops
http://www.sapere.org.uk
http://www.quaker.org.uk/using-godly-play
http://www.quaker.org.uk/using-godly-play
http://www.godlyplay.org


10

Quaker youth work 
handbook and leaflet
This resource 
explains the basics 
and purpose of Quaker work with young 
people. The handbook is for those involved 
in or setting up Quaker youth work, including 
meetings, residentials and activities. It 
will help with planning events and carries 
examples of best practice.

Growing our community

All are welcome
This booklet contains 
thoughtful, imaginative 
and sometimes 
challenging advices and queries for Friends 
with responsibility for eldership and oversight. 
It will help them grow, deepen and nourish a 
truly all-age Quaker community.
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Outreach handbook
This handbook 
contains ideas, 
stories, insights and 
experiences of how to engage imaginatively 
in outreach and become open, welcoming 
communities. You can download the 
handbook at www.quaker.org.uk/documents/
outreach-handbook-reaching-in-reaching-out.

Chaplaincy
We offer advice and 
support to chaplains 
working in a variety 
of settings. Quaker Life supports and 
seeks to strengthen Quaker chaplaincy by 
providing information, training, conferences, 
and opportunities for development and 
networking. We work closely together with 
Woodbrooke on the Exploring Quaker 
Chaplaincy online course. Our publication 
A brief guide to Quaker chaplaincy and the 
Quaker prison chaplains new handbook are 
freely available on the website, www.quaker.
org.uk/chaplains.

Linking with our 
localities
Stories and ideas for 
meetings to engage 
with children and families in their localities.

http://www.quaker.org.uk/documents/outreach-handbook-reaching-in-reaching-out
http://www.quaker.org.uk/documents/outreach-handbook-reaching-in-reaching-out
http://www.quaker.org.uk/chaplains
http://www.quaker.org.uk/chaplains


 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

A guide about being ready for children in Quaker meetings 
where, as yet, there is no children’s meeting for worship, 
where children are not regular or even occasional visitors 
with their families.  
 

The message of this guide is simple – it is important to be ready 
for children. It will answer four questions: 

• Why be ready? 

• What does a meeting need to do to be ready? 

• What does a meeting need to have to be ready? 

• What might you do to engage with families and children? 
 

                  

              

 

 

  Being ready for children 
  in your Quaker meeting   
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Growing our community

Being ready for 
children
This is a guide for 
Quaker meetings 
where, as yet, there is no children’s meeting 
for worship. It explores four questions: Why 
be ready?; What does a meeting need to 
do to be ready?; What does a meeting need 
to have to be ready?; What might you do to 
engage with families and children?

Spring into worship
This resource offers 
simple guidance 
on how to go about 
organising all-age worship. It includes four 
tried-and-tested plans for all-age worship and 
other ideas for creative activities.

New expressions
This resource is 
ideal for meetings 
interested in being 
a more creative and innovative community, 
open to exploring. It contains plans and 
suggestions for three sessions that will help 
meetings explore new ways of being a Quaker 
community. It also suggests some fresh ways 
of engaging with local communities outside 
their meeting house.



In turbulent times...
be a Quaker

EQUALITY
SUSTAINABILITY
PEACE

TRUTH

STILLNESS
SIMPLICITY

1647 GEORGE FOX RECOGNISES THAT GOD’S LIGHT IS 
WITHIN EVERY PERSON 1660 AMID OPPRESSION FROM 
A RESTORED MONARCHY, QUAKERS DECLARE THAT 
THE SPIRIT “WILL NEVER MOVE US TO FIGHT” 1663 A 
GROUP OF CHILDREN CONTINUE TO HOLD QUAKER 
MEETING WHEN THE ADULTS ARE IMPRISONED FOR 
GATHERING ILLEGALLY 1666 MARGARET FELL, 
MOTHER OF QUAKERISM, PUBLISHES ‘WOMEN’S 
SPEAKING JUSTIFIED’ 1670 A COURT REFUSES TO 
FIND WILLIAM PENN AND WILLIAM MEAD GUILTY OF 
PREACHING TO “AN UNLAWFUL ASSEMBLY”. IT SETS 
A PRECEDENT FOR THE INDEPENDENCE OF JURIES 
1678 ROBERT BARCLAY’S APOLOGY ARGUES THAT 
DIRECT EXPERIENCE OF GOD IS MORE MEANINGFUL 
THAN SCRIPTURE 1698 THE FIRST QUAKER IS 
ELECTED TO PARLIAMENT BUT REFUSES TO SWEAR 
AN OATH, PREVENTING HIM FROM TAKING HIS SEAT 
1758 PENNSYLVANIAN QUAKERS DECLARE SLAVE-
TRADING AN ACT OF MISCONDUCT AND STEP-UP 
EFFORTS TO ABOLISH A TRADE THAT FRIENDS HAD 
BECOME ASHAMED TO HAVE BEEN INVOLVED IN 
1763 JOHN WOOLMAN URGES QUAKERS TO “LIVE 
ANSWERABLE TO THE DESIGN OF OUR CREATION”, 
CALLING THEM TO LIVE A SIMPLE LIFE WITH 
CAREFUL USE OF THE EARTH’S RESOURCES 1796
QUAKERS PIONEER HUMANE MENTAL CARE AT THE 
RETREAT IN YORK 1798 THE ADULT EDUCATION 
MOVEMENT BEGINS WHEN SAMUEL FOX HELPS SET 
UP A SCHOOL FOR YOUNG FACTORY-WORKING 
WOMEN 1813 ELIZABETH FRY STARTS PRISON 
REFORM WORK AT NEWGATE PRISON 1832 JOSEPH 
PEASE BECOMES THE FIRST QUAKER MP AFTER A 
REFORM BILL ALLOWS PEOPLE TO AFFIRM THEY 
ARE TELLING THE TRUTH RATHER THAN SWEARING 
AN OATH 1847 WILLIAM  BENNETT PUBLISHES 
‘S IX WEEKS IN IRELAND’,  ENCOURAGING 
DONATIONS FOR FAMINE RELIEF BEING CARRIED 
OUT BY IRISH QUAKERS 1860s QUAKER 
BUSINESS PEOPLE, PROHIBITED FROM ENTERING 
UNIVERSITY, PROFIT FROM THEIR INSISTENCE ON 
FAIR AND FIRM PRICES FOR GOODS. CHOCOLATE-
MAKERS CADBURY AND ROWNTREE’S BUILD 
HOMES AND SCHOOLS FOR THEIR WORKERS 
AND ARE AMONG THE FIRST FIRMS TO OFFER 
PENSION PROVISIONS. BARCLAYS AND LLOYDS 

BENEFIT FROM THE QUAKER

IMAGE OF TRUSTWORTHINESS, FRUGALITY AND 
PRUDENCE. TODAY WE CAMPAIGN TO HOLD ALL 
COMPANIES TO THE STANDARDS THESE ONCE MET 
1895 THE MANCHESTER CONFERENCE DECLARES 
AN OPENNESS TO “NEW LIGHT” FROM OTHER 
FAITHS AND TRADITIONS, AND AN ENGAGEMENT 
WITH CONTEMPORARY SCIENCE AND SOCIETY 
1914 THREE QUAKER MPs DRAFT THE PROVISION 
FOR CONSCIENTIOUS OBJECTION IN THE 1916 
MILITARY SERVICE ACT (NOW PART OF THE 
UNIVERSAL DECLARATION OF HUMAN RIGHTS) 
1939 QUAKERS HELP EVACUATE CHILDREN FROM 
NAZI GERMANY ON THE KINDERTRANSPORT 1942
EDITH PYE’S FAMINE RELIEF COMMITTEE NETWORK 
SPAWNS THE OXFORD COMMITTEE FOR FAMINE 
RELIEF, WHICH BECOMES OXFAM 1947 QUAKERS 
AWARDED THE NOBEL PEACE PRIZE FOR POST-
WAR RELIEF WORK 1961 QUAKERS HELP FOUND 
AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL TO CAMPAIGN FOR 
PRISONERS OF CONSCIENCE 1963 ‘TOWARDS A 
QUAKER VIEW OF SEX’ IS PUBLISHED, ESPOUSING 
A POSITIVE UNDERSTANDING OF SAME-SEX 
RELATIONSHIPS 1963 QUAKER BAYARD RUSTIN 
ACTS AS LEAD ORGANISER OF THE CIVIL RIGHTS 
MOVEMENT MARCH ON WASHINGTON FOR JOBS AND 
FREEDOM, WHERE MARTIN LUTHER KING GIVES HIS 
FAMOUS ‘I HAVE A DREAM’ SPEECH 1982 QUAKER 
HOUSE BELFAST IS SET UP “TO FURTHER THE WORK 
OF RECONCILIATION AND OF BEFRIENDING ALL 
PARTIES IN NORTHERN IRELAND” 1988 THE FIRST 
‘TURNING THE TIDE’ NONVIOLENCE TRAINING 
WORKSHOP IS HELD. TODAY THESE RUN AROUND 
THE WORLD, INCLUDING IN EAST AFRICA 1997
QUAKERS WORK AT THE UN TO BRING ABOUT 
THE LANDMINE BAN TREATY 2013 FOLLOWING 
A CAMPAIGN FOR MARRIAGE EQUALITY, SAME-SEX 
QUAKER MARRIAGE CEREMONIES ARE LEGALLY 
RECOGNISED 2014 QUAKERS IN BRITAIN DIVEST 
FROM FOSSIL FUELS.

TODAY, INSPIRED BY FAITH, WE CONTINUE 
TO WORK FOR SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC 
JUSTICE, SUSTAINABILITY, PEACE AND THE 
EQUALITY OF ALL PEOPLES. READ MORE AT 
WWW.QUAKER.ORG.UK AND FIND A 
MEETING NEAR YOU.

 
 

Outreach with children and 
young people
A core aspect of most Religious Education (RE) curriculums involves fi nding out about faith 
communities and religious buildings.  As a result, local schools often want to visit Quaker 
meeting houses to fi nd out about our worship, our history and our way of life, as well as 
explore our place of worship.  This can be an ideal opportunity for outreach and to make 
connections with the local community.

This resource has been created to support Friends and Quaker meetings working with schools 
and other groups of children and young people visiting the meeting house. It also contains ideas 
for talks, discussions and sessions for anyone visiting a school or other group.

There are ideas and suggestions about how to plan and prepare, welcome 
and hospitality, and the kinds of subjects and ideas you might want to cover.
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Posters
This selection of 
posters can be used 
for events and can be 
displayed inside and outside the meeting 
house. The posters feature a range of styles, 
and each points to a particular aspect of 
Quaker faith, witness and community. A 
selection of posters are available to order, 
and the full range can be downloaded at 
www.quaker.org.uk/free-resources.

Engaging with schools
This booklet supports 
Friends and Quaker 
meetings working 
with schools and other groups of children 
and young people visiting the meeting house. 
It offers ideas for talks, discussions and 
sessions for anyone visiting a school or other 
group.

Be the change
This leaflet explores 
some of the issues 
Quakers campaign on 
and why they are important. It can be used 
as an outreach resource as well as offering 
encouragement for young Quakers to take 
action.

mailto:www.quaker.org.uk/free-resources?subject=
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What else?

Local development workers
Local development workers (LDWs) are 
placed in different parts of Britain to work 
alongside local Quaker communities to enable 
them to thrive. 

Meetings with an LDW can contact them 
about anything to do with being a Quaker; 
whether for yourself or on behalf of any 
Quaker community, meeting, committee, 
group, or initiative. They are there to become 
known and trusted in their localities, and be 
the first point of contact. They will be able 
to respond flexibly to the local needs and 
circumstances. Local development support 
includes a mixture of spiritual, practical, 
and pastoral and facilitation approaches. 
They also offer opportunities for community 
development and learning, either provided 
directly by LDWs or by others. 

Our aim is to have an LDW within reach of 
every Quaker meeting in Britain by 2025. 
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A website for and about young Quakers

www.yqspace.org.uk

Contact the CYP Team: cypadmin@quaker.org.uk, 
020 7663 1013, www.quaker.org.uk/cypevents

2020 Vision
6–8 March, Dunfi eld House, Herefordshire
Ages 13 to 17
A weekend to help fi nd hope in hard times through discussion, 
worship and having fun.

Yearly Meeting Gathering Young People’s Programme
2–7 August, University of Bath
Ages 11 to 14
An opportunity for young people to explore Yearly Meeting 
topics in age-appropriate ways.

Junior Yearly Meeting @ Yearly Meeting Gathering
2–7 August, University of Bath
Ages 14 to 17
A spiritual event with the opportunity to experience Quaker 
practices, have fun and make friends.

Facilitation and Leadership
16–18 October, Woodbrooke
Ages 16 to 21
A training event for young Friends to develop their skills in 
facilitating groups.

Young Quakers Participation Day
5 December, Friends House, London
Ages 14 to 18
Meeting alongside Meeting for Sufferings, this is an 
opportunity for young Friends to contribute to issues of 
relevance to them and the yearly meeting.

Britain Yearly Meeting events

Friends World Committee for Consultation (FWCC) 
Europe & Middle East Section
FWCC Europe & Middle East Section has an oversight of 
Quaker activities in different countries around Europe and the 
Middle East, including work with children and young people. 
We are keen to encourage intervisitation by young people to 
Quaker events in the region.

If you would like to know more or would like to join our online 
forum please get in touch with Michael Eccles on
emes@fwccemes.org, www.fwccemes.org.

European and Middle East Young Friends (EMEYF)
Contact Clémence Buchet (EMEYF Secretary): 
emeyf@qcea.org, 0032 2223 430 61, www.emeyf.org

EMEYF Spring Gathering
July 2020, Finland
A weekend of worship, business and fellowship for
18- to 35-year-olds.

EMEYF Annual Meeting
Autumn 2020, Bad Pyrmont, Germany
A weekend of worship, business and fellowship for
18- to 35-year-olds.

International Young Friends

YFGM is a national community of young adult Quakers in 
Britain for ages 18 to 35ish. For more information, please 
contact Simon Overington-Hickford: yfgm@quaker.org.uk.

YFGM Planning Weekends
This is a chance to help plan the agenda for the main YFGM 
gatherings that occur three times a year. Open to the YFGM 
planning committee only.
10–12 January, 17–19 April, 11–13 September

YFGM Gathering Weekends
A gathering for Young Adult Quakers to attend talks from guest 
speakers, socialise and share meals. We worship together and 
hold business meetings to help decide the future of YFGM.
21–23 February, 22-25 May, 30 October–1 November

Young Friends General Meeting

Day events, social gatherings or residential weekends for young 
Quakers to come together from across an area to have fun, build 
friendships and explore Quakerism.

Gloucestershire Area Meeting Link Group
Meets four times a year in venues around Gloucestershire for 
half-day and full-day events around a theme. 
Contact Stephanie Robertson: lillyofthefi eld@hotmail.com,
07882 214 827, 

Lancaster Young People’s Group
First Sunday of every month, 7.00–8.30pm.
Lancaster Meeting House
Ages 11 to 18 
Contact Kathy Chandler: Kathy@kasulu.org

Leeds Teenage Meeting
Third Sunday of every month, 10.45am.
Carlton Hill Meeting House
Ages 11 to 18
Contact Claire Wigzell: 0113 228 4873

London Link 
Events throughout the year.
Ages 11 to 18. All welcome.
Visit https://londonlinkgroup.org.uk
Contact the clerk: clerk@londonlinkgroup.org.uk 

London Teenage Meeting
Fourth Sunday of each month, starting at 2pm.
Westminster Meeting House 
Ages 11 to 18
Contact londonteenagemeeting@gmail.com 
Visit https://londonlinkgroup.org.uk/ltm or on 
Instagram @ltquakermeeting 

Luton & Leighton Link Group
7–8 March, Bedford; July (tbc); October half-term, Saturday to 
Tuesday (tbc)
Ages 11 to 16
Weekend events that include workshops around a theme 
and plenty of time to socialise. Contact Annette Duensing: 
a.duensing@hotmail.com, 01582 621 916

NooDLe Link Group
Meetings are usually in March, June and November.
Ages 11 to 18 from Nottinghamshire, Derbyshire and 
Lincolnshire. Contact Rachel Melland: 
rachelwhiting@gmail.com; or Margaret Burkett: 01205 280 638

Scottish Link Group
October (tbc)
Ages 13 to 17
Visit www.facebook.com/groups/scottishquakers

Sheffi eld Young Friends Action Network (SYFAN)
Regular evening meet-ups in Sheffi eld.
Ages 11 to 18. All welcome. 
Lots of other events throughout the year, including residentials, 
socials and social action. For more info and upcoming dates 
email leel@quaker.org.uk.

Teenage General Meeting
February, June, November
Various North West meeting houses
Weekend meetings for teenagers in Lancashire, Cheshire and 
North Wales.
Contact Mike Clark: mike_clark208@hotmail.com, 01691 772 
002; or search ‘Teenage General Meeting’ on Facebook.

West Young Friends Area Network (WYFAN)
Regular evening meet-ups in meeting houses in and around 
Bristol. 
Ages 11 to 18. All welcome. 
Lots of other events throughout the year, including residentials, 
socials and social action. For more info and upcoming dates visit 
https://swyoungquakers.home.blog or email
kirstyp@quaker.org.uk. 

Yorkshire Junior Holiday
5–7 June, Nell Bank, Ilkely 
October half-term, Barmoor, North Yorkshire
Ages 7 to 11 with opportunity for teenagers to attend as 
volunteers. Contact Bronwen Alty: 01924 372 534
www.quakersinyorkshire.org.uk

Local and regional groups

Britain Yearly Meeting (BYM) Young Adults
Across Britain Yearly Meeting, there are a number of groups 
and events that are organised specifi cally for people between 
the ages of 18 to 35ish. Many of the groups have a Facebook/
Twitter presence.

For more info on these groups or young adult communities 
across Britain, please contact the Young Adults Project Offi cer, 
Naomi Major, at naomim@quaker.org.uk or on 07760 887 989.

BYM Young Adults

Summer events

Summer Shindig (Northern Young 
Friends)
25 July–1 August, Ackworth School, 
York.
Ages 11 to 16. A week-long residential 
event for exploring a theme and 
connecting with other Young Friends.
Visit www.summershindig.com for 
more information or contact Sia Smith: 
summershindig@gmail.com.

The Friends Summer School
9–15 August, Smallwood Manor, 
Uttoxeter.
Ages 11 to 17. An inclusive residential 
Quaker community with activities, 
speakers and fun.
Visit www.friendssummerschool.
wordpress.com for more information 
or contact Richard Taylor at 
friendssummerschool@gmail.com or 
on 07976 013 398.

Yorkshire Friends Holiday School
16–23 August, Bootham School, York.
Annual gathering for 13- to 
18-year-olds in York. A mixture of fun 
and thought-provoking sessions; fully 
catered and hot showers.
Contact Emily Clark: 
secretary@yfhs.org.uk.

Friends Southern Summer Events 
(Junior Gathering)
15–22 August 2020, Leighton Park 
School, Reading, RG2 7ED
Ages 11 to 14
A week-long event for young Quakers 
in the south of England, themed 
around mental health issues. Book 
online from the end of January 2020 
at www.fsse.org.uk/jg/apply or 
contact Oliver Waterhouse at 
info@fsse.org.uk.

Friends Southern Summer Events 
(Senior Conference)
15–22 August 2020, Sibford School, 
Banbury, OX15 5QL
Ages 15 to 18
A week-long event themed around 
understanding our place as a religious 
society.
Book online from the end of January 
2020 at www.fsse.org.uk/jg/apply or 
contact Oliver Waterhouse at 
info@fsse.org.uk.

Residential weeks of new experiences, spiritual growth, friendship and fun.

Woodbrooke runs courses for people of all ages in 
Birmingham, regionally and online. Woodbrooke will 
regularly be offering free places on our courses for 
young Quakers and more information can be found 
at www.woodbrooke.org.uk/freeYAF.

18- to 35-year-olds can book on any short course 
and get 50% off.
Book online at www.woodbrooke.org.uk/learn and 
enter the code YA20 at the checkout stage.

Philosophy for Communities family weekend
21–23 February, Woodbrooke, Birmingham
An all-age opportunity for children and adults to 
engage together on big questions by using the P4C 
(Philosophy for Children or Communities, www.
sapere.org.uk) methodology.

Friends Schools Gathering
15–17 June, Woodbrooke, Birmingham
Year 12 students from Quaker schools.

Facilitation and Leadership
16–18 October, Woodbrooke
Ages 16 to 21
A training event for young Friends to develop their 
skills in facilitating groups.

For details on any workshop, please contact: 
learning@woodbrooke.org.uk.
www.woodbrooke.org.uk

Woodbrooke

QPSW Spring Conference
20–22 March, Swanwick, Ages 16+
www.quaker.org.uk/events/2020-qpsw-spring-
conference.

Fly kites for Nowruz
21 March
Nowruz is new year for millions of people. In 
Afghanistan it’s a time of gift giving and kite 
fl ying. But the blue skies of spring can also hide 
the threat of armed drones. Explore the ethical 
question raised by drones and make kites to 
celebrate peace.
Visit www.fl ykitesnotdrones.org or 
http://vcnv.org.uk.

Network of Christian Peace Organisations 
conference
25 April, Maria Fidelis Catholic School, London 
(tbc)
The conference will explore Christian and 
spiritual peacemaking
Contact Daniel Jakopovich:
danielj@quaker.org.uk, 020 7663 1090

Conscientious Objectors Day
15 May, Tavistock Square in London and the 
Quaker Service Memorial in the National 
Arboretum in Staffordshire.

Israeli Independence & Nakba Days
14 and 15 May
Explore the peace and human rights questions 
using Razor Wire & Olive Branches from 
QPSW. https://bookshop.quaker.org.uk/
razor-wire-olive-branches_12189-2

Disarmament Week
24–30 October
Check out the work of CAAT and the Quaker 
network Roots of Resistance and explore how 
you can mark this week. www.caat.org.uk

Remembrance
8 and 11 November
Explore how to make peace part of your 
remembrance using the Teach Peace pack, 
resources from the Peace Pledge Union, and 
ForcesWatch: www.oasisinspire.org/resources.

WorldWithoutWalls
9 November
On 9 November 1989, the Berlin Wall fell, but 
today walls continue to divide people, explore 
these questions this raises using www.quaker.
org.uk/documents/barriers-to-peace-assembly.

For more information about peace events including age suitability contact Isabel Cartwright: 
isabelc@quaker.org.uk, 020 7663 1067 or visit www.quaker.org.uk/peace-week. 

Peace education events

Living our beliefs
Inside this book are short, simple passages 
introducing aspects of Quakerism. 
It includes input from young people and 
explores: how we express ourselves and 
our faith; how we worship; and how we 
make decisions. It is available from the 
Quaker Centre bookshop: 020 7663 1030. 
Copies are free for young Quakers. 
Contact: cypadmin@quaker.org.uk
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CYP workshops
Meetings can request 
a workshop on one 
of a variety of topics 
relating to all-age community and working 
with children and young people in a Quaker 
context. Some of the options are for all ages 
together, while others are for role-holders 
in the meeting or those working with the 
children. Two facilitators are provided to 
run the workshop, which is tailored to meet 
the needs of the meeting and promoted 
to encourage a rich experience for all who 
participate.

Patterns and examples 
roles gatherings
Patterns and examples 
days are gatherings 
for all adult role-holders, and children and 
young people aged 6 to 18. Each one will be 
an opportunity to meet Friends, make friends, 
share ideas and worries, develop your skills 
and build our Quaker communities. Find out 
more at www.quaker.org.uk/roleholders. 

Young Quaker 
calendar
A calendar providing 
information about, 
and contacts for, national, regional and local 
events for young people. Get in touch to 
request free copies or view it online at www.
yqspace.org.uk/find-event.

mailto:www.quaker.org.uk/roleholders?subject=
mailto:www.yqspace.org.uk/find-event?subject=
mailto:www.yqspace.org.uk/find-event?subject=


DISCOVER
THE
QUAKER
WAY
a spiritual path for our time

Mondays, 7pm, 173 Euston Road
www.quakerquest.org
020 7663 1162
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Opening the door to 
talking about mental 
health workshop
A half-day workshop 
for anyone who is part of the Quaker 
community. Participants will learn about 
mental health and distress in a Quaker 
context. Request a workshop by filling in the 
online booking form at https://forms.quaker.
org.uk/opening-the-door. 

Young Adults
Quaker Life runs 
events and activities 
for young adults 
aged 18-35. We link with other parts of the 
Quaker community to support individuals and 
families who are within and around this age 
group. Information about events, funding and 
support can be found at www.quaker.org.uk/
youngadults. 

What else?

Finding out about 
Quakers weekends
Quaker Quest runs 
events each spring 
and autumn for those wanting to find out 
more about Quakers. Some are for those new 
to Quakers, others are for those considering 
membership or deeper involvement. These 
reflective, informative, guided weekends 
take place at Charney Manor in Oxfordshire 
and Swarthmoor Hall in Cumbria and are led 
by experienced facilitators from the Quaker 
Quest team. For more information visit  
www.findingoutaboutquakers.weebly.com.

mailto:/opening-the-door?subject=
mailto:/opening-the-door?subject=
mailto:www.quaker.org.uk/youngadults?subject=
mailto:www.quaker.org.uk/youngadults?subject=
mailto:www.findingoutaboutquakers.weebly.com?subject=
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Advocates for children 
& young people’s work
These are Friends 
appointed by area 
meetings to be advocates for the children 
and young people’s work that goes on in local 
meetings. The role encourages awareness 
and supports the needs of children and young 
people in local and area meetings. Advocates 
are responsible to the area meeting that 
appointed them but often develop links with 
neighbouring meetings.

There is guidance for people in this role and 
for area meetings. A conference is held every 
18 months: this is a chance for advocates to 
become more familiar with their role and to 
forge links with other advocates.

Kindlers /  
Quaker Quest / 
Experiment with Light
Kindlers, Quaker 
Quest and Experiment with Light are all 
Quaker groups that work with Friends and 
meetings to deepen and nourish the life and 
worship of Quaker communities and help 
seekers and enquirers to discover more 
about the Quaker way. Find out more about 
their work at:  
https://thekindlers.webs.com  
www.quakerquest.org 
www.experiment-with-light.org.uk

https://thekindlers.webs.com
http://www.quakerquest.org
http://www.experiment-with-light.org.uk
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