Dear Applicant 
Engaging Young Adult Friends Project Officer
Thank you for your interest in the above post.  Below is the job information pack which contains the following information:

· Guidance for applicants
· Job description and person specification
· Working for Quakers in Britain

· Application form
· Equality monitoring form
To apply for the post, please download, complete and return the application form. You must ensure that you address, giving examples from your previous employment, voluntary work or other experience, how you meet each of the selection criteria set out in the person specification. 
You should email your completed application form to quakeremploy@quaker.org.uk. CVs are not accepted as an application for posts, but you can attach one to the application form if you wish. The closing date for receipt of application forms is Monday 24 April 2017 (9am). Interviews will be held on Thursday 4 May 2017.
We would appreciate if you could also complete the equality monitoring form. The principles of equality are important to the Religious Society of Friends. The information you provide will help us to refine our employment practices and respond to the needs of the diverse range of people that our organisation comes into contact with. The details that you provide will be kept in strict confidence and will not be viewed by any member of the selection panel.

If you are an applicant with a disability and have any specific needs or queries you would like to discuss before making your application, please contact me by phone on 020 7663 1110 or by email at Clairec@quaker.org.uk
We do not acknowledge receipt of applications due to the high volume that we receive. Only candidates who have been shortlisted for interview receive an acknowledgement. If you do not hear from us within two weeks of the closing date your application has been unsuccessful on this occasion.
Thank you for your interest in the post. I look forward to receiving your application.

Yours faithfully 

Claire Common
HR Advisor
Job Description
	JOB TITLE:

Engaging Young Adult Quakers Project Officer

REPORTING TO:
    Assistant Head of Ministry & Outreach team

RESPONSIBLE FOR:
    No line management responsibility

DEPARTMENT:
    Quaker Life (QL)

DATE:

March 2017


Job Purpose 

Manage and implement the Engaging Young Adult Quakers Development project by:

· Scoping, designing and making recommendations for the development of a range of work that helps young adults to become more involved in the life of Britain Yearly Meeting (BYM) and its constituent meetings.
· Using the recommendations made in the initial stage of the project, develop and implement a programme of activities that may include: events; workshops in Quaker meetings; publication of resources and other activities, to help offer long term encouragement to young adults to be more involved in the life of Britain Yearly Meeting and its constituent meetings. Create methods to identify and challenge existing structures and practices that present barriers to young adult Quakers involvement in Quakerism and find ways to remove or transform those obstacles.

Background 
Over the past few decades, the demographics of BYM have become older, with: 

· fewer young adults visible in our meetings and our central structures 

· fewer young adults attend and commit to a local or area meeting

· attendance at Young Friends General Meeting declining. 

To understand more about this trend, initial research was conducted in 2016 into the experiences young adults have with BYM and what promotes or precludes their involvement. This research revealed a number of obstacles that young adults encounter in their engagement that act as a barrier to long term involvement with Quakerism, despite their strong Quaker identity and commitment to the Quaker testimonies. The findings concluded that further research and targeted action should to be undertaken by BYM to increase the involvement and visibility of young adults in the life of BYM.

As a result, this post has been created to manage a new, three-year project to scope and implement techniques to increase the involvement and visibility of young adults in the life of BYM. For the purposes of this project, ‘young adults’ fall broadly within the age range of 18 to 35.

1. Key Accountabilities & Main Tasks
a) Oversee and implement the project. This involves:

· Day-to-day oversight, project planning, being responsible for a budget, monitoring and reporting. In particular it involves the delivery of a scoping report and implementing actions within the project plan;

· Servicing the Project Steering Group, advising and supporting them to make strategic decisions;

· Working closely with the line manager to develop, research and implement the work plans.

b) Work with Quakers, meetings and young adults around Britain to research the factors that either encourage or deter young adults from taking part in the life of BYM and use the research findings to inform the scope of the project and its detailed work plan. Scoping work will include:

· Identifying a way to monitor engagement by age group;

· Mapping current provision in support for young adults and identifying gaps;

· Identifying options for new national communities and events;

· Benchmarking current attendance and involvement of young adults in Quaker communities and creating a system to monitor that attendance and involvement over the life of the project;

· Identifying barriers to the engagement of young adult Quakers and finding potential/ opportunities, within and in addition to existing structures, to help make central support, membership, Quaker service and BYM events more accessible to young adults;

· Analysing the accessibility and effectiveness of central communications to and between young adults

c) Deliver the project so that it increases the involvement and visibility of young adults in the life of BYM by:

· Working with staff, other organisations, Quakers, meetings, and young adults around Britain to improve interactions between young adult Quakers and their local meetings;

· Working with colleagues and other organisations to improve support for young adult Quakers who are going through periods of change or who are not attached to a local meeting;

· Supporting the development of young adult Quaker communities in becoming plentiful, accessible and sustainable;

· Supporting young adults to create and build (local/virtual/regional) communities;

· Working with all those involved to enable young adults to engage more readily and fully in central Quaker structures;

· Improving communication channels between BYM and young adults;

· Supporting local meetings in improving the way they communicate with and include young adults;

· Building better networks between young adults and between young adults and relevant groups around Britain;

d) Evaluate the work of the project by:

· Reflecting on and analysing the success of the project work and any relevant monitoring data that has been gathered. 

· Reporting to the relevant committee/group on what went well and where improvements could have been made, and where any gaps in knowledge and understanding remain.

2. Intellectual Demands  

· Project management, including working within a budget

· Flexibility, creativity, innovative thinking and problem solving

· Gathering and analysing information

· Planning and organisation

· Verbal and written communication about complex subjects

· Research, evaluation and data management

· Ability to continuously develop knowledge about young adults’ engagement with the life of BYM

3. Judgements  

· Work within the framework of the project proposal, and work within the guidance of the project steering group.

· Design a detailed project plan and write interim and final reports with conclusions and recommendations.

· Make project management decisions. 

· Manage competing ideas, needs and agendas.

· Respond appropriately to any confidential practical, emotional or spiritual issues raised by participants in the project.

· Manage own workload.

· Judge how best to support meetings so that they can engage with the project.

· Understand both the potential and the limitations of the help and advice the post holder is able to offer.

4. Use of Resources 

· With line manager, budget responsibility for £61,000 over the life of the project.

5.   Communications  

Internal:


Approx. 40%. 

Will work collaboratively within Quaker Life and across other teams in BYM, particularly the Communication and Services teams.

External:    

Approx. 60%

· Young adult Quakers

· Members of project Steering Group

· Woodbrooke Quaker Study Centre

· Proactive communication with Quakers, Quaker Meetings and Quaker groups

· Proactive communication with other relevant groups and individuals

· Quaker Life Central Committee (annually)

6. Physical Demands & Co-ordination 

The role is primarily office based with no unusual physical demands required of the post holder. 

7. Working Conditions and Emotional Demands 

The post is based at Friends House, Euston. 

Travel throughout Britain will be necessary, including overnight stays where appropriate. Periods of weekend and evening work and occasional work on public holidays are essential to the post. Attendance at Yearly Meeting is also anticipated.

OTHER RESPONSIBILITIES:  

· Responsible for ensuring that Britain Yearly Meeting’s Equal Opportunities Policy is adhered to in all aspects of the role 

· Responsible for ensuring that Britain Yearly Meeting’s Health & Safety Policy is adhered to at all times 

· Responsible for ensuring  that Britain Yearly Meeting’s commitment to sustainability is adhered to in all aspects of the role 

· To undertake duties and responsibilities commensurate with the post

Person Specification
	Job Title: 
Engaging Young Adult Quakers Project Officer

Department: 
Quaker Life
Date: 

March 2017


ESSENTIAL QUALIFICATIONS 

· A good general level of education supplemented by relevant life experience

ESSENTIAL KNOWLEDGE 
· Awareness, understanding and knowledge of young adults

· Knowledge of, and sympathy with, Quaker values

· An understanding of budgets

ESSENTIAL EXPERIENCE 

· Scoping, planning, designing, delivering, monitoring and measuring projects

· Community building, faith group support, partnership-building to facilitate change and developing networks

· Working collaboratively with others to achieve common goals 

ESSENTIAL SKILLS 

· Excellent verbal and written communication and understanding of associated technology

· Good general IT skills including Microsoft Office and confident use of social media

· Confident presentation skills

ESSENTIAL ABILITIES
· Ability to work closely with members of a religious community who are diverse in their expressions of faith. 

· Ability to take an enabling approach that is flexible to different agendas, interests and capacity. 

· Ability to solve problems, analyse complex information and to make informed recommendations about possible ways forward

DESIRABLES  

· Experience of working with a voluntary committee

· An understanding of Quaker structure and processes

· Knowledge of community development and empowerment

· Designing and conducting social research
Background Information
About Quakers

The Religious Society of Friends (Quakers) is a radical faith group with its roots in Christianity. It emerged in the mid-17th century as a group with no separate priesthood, and with a form of worship based in silence. Quakers have been committed to peace, equality, simplicity and integrity throughout our history; we are known for our work to bring about social change over the years, such as on the abolition of the slave trade, the relief of suffering in wartime, improving living conditions for factory workers and the introduction of same-sex marriage.

You can read more about the story of Quakers at www.quaker.org.uk/intro-quakers. 

About Britain Yearly Meeting

Britain Yearly Meeting is the national umbrella organisation for Quaker meetings in Britain. We provide events and support services to nearly 500 local Quaker meetings across Britain, carry out peace, sustainability & social justice work on their behalf, and work to raise public awareness of Quakerism.

All Quakers in Britain are invited to come together at Britain Yearly Meeting, which meets annually to explore, through worship, the issues of concern to British Quakers, and to guide the work of the national charity.
We are a registered charity with an annual turnover of around £10m, and assets of over £60m. Responsibility for the charity lies with the fifteen Trustees of Britain Yearly Meeting, appointed from among the Quaker community. BYM is based at Friends House (opposite Euston station in central London), which houses our central offices accommodating our 150 staff. You can download our Trustees Annual Report & Financial Statements here: www.quaker.org.uk/annualreport. 

The work of Britain Yearly Meeting is carried out through five departments: 

· Quaker Life supports Quaker meetings in their life and worship, oversees Quaker outreach, provides training, organises events for children & young people, runs the Library of the Society of Friends and looks after the Quaker Centre and bookshop at Friends House.

· Quaker Peace & Social Witness works on behalf of Quakers in the areas of peace, economic justice, sustainability and criminal justice, through campaigning, training, placements, community empowerment and by supporting Quakers in local meetings with their activities and concerns.

· Quaker Communication & Services works to promote public awareness of Quakerism, provides advocacy, media, web and publications services to the organisation, and oversees fundraising from Quakers, Quaker meetings and trusts. It also provides a secretariat for the Quaker governance structures.

· Quaker Finance & Property oversees the budget and finances of BYM, including our ethical investment portfolio, various properties and legacies.

· Our wholly-owned trading subsidiary, Friends House (London) Hospitality Ltd, operates Friends House as a major conference venue and runs the building facilities. We have recently completed a major refurbishment of our main 1000-seat auditorium, which has been relaunched under the name The Light (see www.friendshouse.org.uk and www.thelightateuston.org.uk for more information). The Hospitality Company also runs Swarthmoor Hall, a historic house with accommodation in Ulverston, Cumbria (www.swarthmoorhall.co.uk). 

You can read more about the governance structures of the Quaker organisation in Britain here www.quaker.org.uk/documents/quakers-in-britain---a-short-guide-to-our-structures
About Quaker Life

The department consists of three teams: Children & Young People’s Work, the Library of the Religious Society of Friends and Ministry & Outreach. These teams are headed, along with Quaker Peace and Social Witness department, by the Head of Worship and Witness.

The Ministry & Outreach team, where the post will be based, consists of the Head of Ministry & Outreach supported by a team of four who provide support to Quaker meetings in areas such as: eldership and oversight, outreach, Quaker chaplaincy, diversity and inclusion, all based at Friends House. In addition are two additional project officers working on Being Friends Together, http://together.woodbrooke.org.uk, and Outreach Marketing Strategy.

The department works closely with other parts of the organisation, and particularly the Communication & Services department, whose teams offer support to other areas of Quaker work and witness.

The work of the department is overseen by Quaker Life Central Committee (QLCC).

About this post

Over the past few decades, the demographics of Britain Yearly Meeting (BYM) have become older, with fewer young adults visible in our meetings and our central structures. Young adults are experiencing barriers to attending and committing to a local or area meeting and attendance at Young Friends General Meeting has declined. As a result, BYM undertook initial research (between February and April 2016) into the experiences young adults have with the Society and what promotes or precludes their involvement. This consultation revealed a number of obstacles that young adults encounter in their engagement with Quakerism, reducing their involvement despite their strong Quaker identity and commitment to the testimonies. 

This post holder will undertake further research into these obstacles, then working with young adults, national and local young adult groups, local meetings and central structures to explore possible solutions to these. Based on this research, over the next two years the post holder would write and implement a strategic plan.

Potential applicants are warmly encouraged to contact the Assistant Head of Ministry & Outreach, Oliver Waterhouse, for an informal conversation by contacting oliverw@quaker.org.uk or by telephone on 020 7663 1007.

Project: Engaging Young Adult Friends Strategy Development

The Engaging Young Adult Friends Consultation showed that young adults involved in the Society of Friends care deeply about Quakerism, identify as Quaker, and want to be part of the life of the Society, but struggle to engage due to:-

· Membership requiring strong local links which are not possible for many due to more transient lifestyles;

· Involvement in some central Quaker structures requiring membership (or certainly easier with membership);

· Communications channels not reaching them;

· Lack of support for young adult Quaker communities and spaces for continuing spiritual development.

· See attached QLCC Paper for more information

Our faith in the future envisions a future where Quaker communities are loving, inclusive and all age. At the moment, our demographics are decidedly older (the 2013 British Quaker Survey found that our mean age was 64) and the Engaging Young Adult Friends consultation reported multiple examples where local meetings were excluding young adults. 

Data from BYM and Woodbrooke shows that numbers within the Society of Friends are falling and that our membership is aging.

The overall objective of this project is to increase and improve the quality of young adults’ engagement in Quakerism, by:-

· Improving relationships between young adults and local meetings 

· Supporting young adult Quaker communities 

· Improving the accessibility of central Quaker structures for young adults

· Improving communications with young adults

	Objective
	Specific objectives 
	Outcomes
	Indicators
	Activities

	Work with Friends, meetings and young adults around Britain to improve relations between young adult Friends and their local meetings
	Evidence showing how various meetings around the country relate to young adults and how this impacts engagement.

Local meetings are more confident in reaching out to and supporting young adults.

Local meetings are more accessible to and engage better with young adults.
	We understand and can compare different case studies to identify best practice in engagement of young adults and a strategic plan is implemented based on this.

Young adults and local meetings have stronger relationships and are supported in developing and maintaining these by BYM. 
	Plan implemented. 

Interim and final evaluation according to plan. 

Meetings report an increase in young adult attenders and members

Young adults are more visible both in meetings and more widely – young adults feel more supported locally.
	Identify what causes variations in engagement of young adults in meetings across Britain.

Consider and develop systems for monitoring engagement by age group.

Scope how to best support local meetings in exploring how they engage with and relate to young adults. Trial and implement solutions.

Work with colleagues and Woodbrooke in supporting Quaker role holders to support young adults.

Work with colleagues and other organisations to improve support for Quakers who are going through periods of change or are not attached to a local meeting.

	Support the development of young adult Quaker communities in becoming plentiful, accessible and sustainable 
	BYM have an in depth understanding of current provisions, their strengths and weaknesses.

Local young adult communities are supported to be more sustainable.

Young adults are supported to create and build local communities.

National young adult communities are supported to be more accessible and sustainable.
	We understand and can compare different case studies in order to develop and implement a strategic plan for how BYM can provide support for local groups.
	Plan is implemented.

More local young adult communities.

Increased attendance at local groups.

Coordination of groups shared within.

Growth in national communities, attendance at events.
	Map current provision.

Work with existing local and national groups to identify what resources and support is needed.

Scope potential for new national communities and events. Implement findings.

Work with groups to support them to be more accessible and sustainable.

Support development of new local groups.

Link communities with each other and national communities.



	Support young adults to engage in central Quaker structures
	Central nominations consider how to actively include young adults in central service.

Central events are more accessible to young adult Quakers, and young adults are supported to contribute.
	CNC, other committees and colleagues are engaged in work and working to make central structures more accessible.

We understand the accessibility issues for young adults at central events and are implementing strategic plan to mitigate for these.


	Strategic plan is implemented based on research.

More offers of service from young adults.

More young adults at YM and other events.
	Benchmark current attendance and involvement.

Work with colleagues and committees to scope what needs to be done to make central service more accessible to young adult Quakers. Trial and implement solutions. 

Work with colleagues, committees and other organisations in exploring how to make central events and work more accessible and engaging for young adult Quakers. Implement solutions.

Scope and pilot how best to provide practical and financial support for young adults to be part of central events and communities. Implement solutions.

	Improved communications channels
	BYM have an in depth understanding of how young adults engage with our communications channels, and their strengths and weaknesses.

Young adults are more aware of central work and news commonly sent out through traditional channels.

Local meetings communications channels reach young adults better.

Links between young adults and groups around the country are stronger
	We understand what communications methods best reach young adult Friends. 

Young adult Friends are aware of and engaged in what is happening in their national and local Quaker communities.
	Engagement with communications channels. 

Uptake of information by young adults. 

Use of online communication by meetings

Communication between groups.
	Work with colleagues to scope the accessibility and engagement levels of central communications to young adults. Trial and implement solutions.

Scope how best to encourage intra-young adult communication, and accessible communications channels. Trial and implement solutions.

Explore with local meetings to how to better engage young adults in their meetings. Support development of solutions. 




1. Communications

Young adult Friends – active engagement in scoping research; engagement in solutions; feedback and reporting on strengths and development areas.

Local meetings and Friends – engagement in scoping research and solutions; awareness and active support of work; feedback on any changes in area

BYM Central and standing committees – active, positive support for the project; engagement with evaluation process and learning.

BYM staff - active, positive support for project to increase its impact; opportunities for joint working with other programmes/teams; contribution to evaluation.

Woodbrooke staff – opportunities for joint working; active, positive support for the project; contribution and learning to evaluation

Young Friends General Meeting - active engagement in scoping research; opportunities for joint working; active, positive support for the programme; contribution to and learning from evaluation

Pastoral Care of Unattached Friends – active, positive support for the project; two way sharing of ideas and learning
2. Measuring tools

The strategic development phase will be evaluated by:

· Testing how well-received the overarching strategic plan is by young adult Friends and Quaker Life Central Committee (QLCC)

· How much buy in exists from Woodbrooke, YFGM, and other young adult groups.

The programme of work will be overseen by QLCC. Regular updates and annual reports, including evaluation reports, will be made to QLCC. Evaluation will be undertaken by members of the steering group, young adults and a member of QLCC, with staff support.

Part of the work will include developing measuring tools for engagement of young adults, as our current data gathering methods don’t support this.

The overarching strategic plan will set out a plan for evaluating the implementation phase. There will be some potential to use quantitative evaluation around indicators, such as: 

· numbers of related enquiries; 

· numbers of young adults attending events;

· feedback from events;

· numbers attending local young adult groups;

· take-up of resources; 

· website traffic.

Most of the evaluation will be qualitative, such as: 

· gathering feedback and reflections from colleagues around joint-working;

· surveying young adult Friends involved in the project and those who use resources; 

· case studies of changes made by local Friends and how the programme supported them;

· feedback from partners/collaborators about outcomes 

· case studies of changes in engagement assessing what went well and where improvements could have been made.

It is important for the evaluation not to create excessive work for Friends/meetings/groups. This concern will be reflected in the way the evaluation is designed.

It is also important for everyone to know that it is not Friends/meeting/groups that are being evaluated, rather the impact of the programme. This will be reflected in the nature of the data gathered and in communications to Friends.

3. Other information

Appendix 1 is QLCC 2016 06 18, the paper written outlining the findings of the consultation 

This work will include close and careful work with Woodbrooke, who run programmes for young adults, and Young Friends General Meeting. It is not meant to replace their work but collaboratively develop better provision for young adults in BYM.

The work would be guided by a steering group, made up of young adults [and adults] from a variety of backgrounds. This would have to include a representative from YFGM, and potentially also a young adult tutor to represent Woodbrooke.

Many of the activities for implementation will not be known until the strategic plan has been written. The writing of the strategic plan will require work with colleagues to ensure no undue strain is put on other teams. The budget has been devised to cover what it is predicted the scoping may reveal (based on the initial consultation findings) but may also be spent differently if the scoping work and therefore strategic plan reveals a different path. These activities could include:-

· Running events for young adults

· Providing grants for young adults and young Quaker adult groups to allow them to access more central work and provide support and build communities locally

· Create resources for local meetings, elders, overseers and university chaplains to enable them to better support young adults

· Deliver new communications channels, or support young adults in their engagement with existing channels. 

The role could either be recruited for the whole 3 year period, or for the 7 months strategy development period and then either extending the contract if the role holder is suitable or recruiting someone new to implement the strategic plan.

APPENDIX 1 – Relevant papers

QLCC 2016 06 18

Engaging Young Adult Friends Consultation – Findings and Recommendations 

Introduction

In QLCC/15/102, Richard Summers introduced the Engaging Young Adult Friends project. This project arose from discussions between Quaker Life staff and Georgina Bailey, the Recording Clerk’s Office Intern, on the apparent lack of visible engagement of young adults in the Religious Society of Friends. From the 18 February to 10 April 2016 a consultation was run, designed to gather evidence for whether this was true, and if so why. This paper presents the evidence gathered from the consultation, and the recommendations for further action made after analysis of the responses.

Report

Consultation overview 

This consultation involved over 150 young adults (aged 18 – 35), 6 younger Quaker group facilitators/coordinators, 4 university chaplains and 1 university Quaker society. All respondents were or had been involved in British Quakerism. 

All but two of the 136 people who answered the question ‘would you overall describe your experience of Quakerism as a positive or negative one?’ stated that their experience was positive. Three-quarters of respondents identified strongly as Quaker, and many expressed how glad they were to be listened to and were encouraged by the project. There was a desire for change and to be able to be part of the Society now and in the future. There were a few responses which were unhappy with young adult Friends label and didn’t want to be treated any differently. However the majority of respondents said that the nature of their lifestyles (which were more transient) did make the nature of their involvement different and/or harder than the majority of adult Quakers, and that they would appreciate more support in their involvement in the Religious Society of Friends. Not all issues outlined in this paper are young adult specific, although they may be affected more by them, and this was identified by in the responses themselves.

Key statistics

· 40.8% of respondents are in membership, 46.7% are not in membership and 12.5% didn’t respond to this question. 

· 75% of total respondents self-identified as Quaker, with a further 7.9% ‘partially’ identifying as Quaker. 

· 42.8% of respondents said they currently attend meeting for worship at least once a month, whilst 55.3% attend ‘occasionally’, ‘hardly ever’ or never.
· Whilst members are more likely to attend Meeting for Worship more regularly than non-members, there was an even spread of regularity of attendance at Meeting for Worship amongst those who self-identified as Quaker. 

What is going well

29 respondents were part of YFGM, 27 volunteered at Quaker events, 15 attended local Young Friends groups, 12 were part of Woodbrooke programmes such as YALP, and 4 were part of a University Quaker society (n.b. these numbers have overlaps – total number of individuals here was 60). These were all highly valued by those who attended them as spiritual and social spaces which gave them space for growth, both in terms of developing understanding of Quakerism and building communities. Those respondents who were part of these communities were keen for their ongoing development and for other avenues of engagement to be more accessible to others and them.

As with most elements of Quaker life, experiences vary between individuals – in some cases, hugely so – and there were some extremely positive experiences shared of young adults in local meetings. Although only mentioned positively in a small number of responses, these responses showed what local meetings could provide - important Quaker communities for young adults, fulfilling some or most of their spiritual and pastoral needs. There were also two examples given of role holders (a university chaplain and a local young adult contact) making a real effort to engage local young adults in the life of the local meeting, providing support and ensuring good communication both ways. 

Areas for improvement

Why don’t many young adults attend local meetings?

The comparative frequency of moving areas for this age range was shown to have a detrimental impact on attendance at meeting for worship and applying for membership, as it made it harder to connect to a local meeting, despite identifying as a Quaker. This made attendance less appealing and therefore applying for membership significantly harder. 

Attending meeting as the only young person there was very off-putting to most, whether that was a meeting they’d attended from childhood or somewhere new. Many young adult Quakers felt that they were not welcomed by older Quakers, and in some cases not respected as a Quaker due to their age. Where meetings were making an effort to be welcoming, it was often mentioned that the meeting was so focused on “keeping” them that it was actually off-putting. These breakdowns or bad starts in relationships happened in a variety of ways, but a common theme was a lack of understanding and assumptions being made in both directions. However there were also very positive examples of a new local Quaker meeting being a rock in a time of transition, or a meeting providing pastoral support at a distance or an old meeting speaking to the new meeting ahead of a young adult arriving.

Another response which came up frequently was that Sunday morning meetings are simply not a good time for young adults. Lots of young adults work shifts or long hours, travel at the weekends, or Sundays are their only real chance to catch up with life/sleep in a lifestyle that often lacks routine. Midweek evening meetings or meetings later on a Sunday were mentioned by many as being useful, but there were not enough of them happening to satisfy demand. 

Another issues raised by some respondents was the lack of children’s meetings – there were multiple respondents who had young children and couldn’t attend meeting or engage in the life of the meeting because there was no children’s provision. This was especially concerning as several younger respondents without children said they expected to be more involved when they had children, which evidence from older Friends suggests won’t be possible. The general feeling was that the life of meetings tended to be built around the expectation of members having lots of free time, which is something most young adults do not have.

What stops some young adults applying for membership?

Becoming a member was largely seen as a commitment to a local or area meeting. As discussed above, many young adults didn’t feel as if they had a local meeting to commit to, but still many felt that they were committed to Quakerism through other channels, whether that be YFGM, volunteering at young people’s events or striving living their lives according to the testimonies. The theme of membership being a commitment was mentioned in over 60 different answers, but many of these spoke of how because the commitment that young adults showed to Quakerism didn’t “fit” within the membership system it wasn’t necessarily appreciated.

Multiple responses objected in principle to the system of attenders and members. It was considered by many to be a two tier, arbitrary and ‘unQuakerly’ system, leading to feelings of exclusion. The limitations on attenders (which varied in practice from area to area) made it harder for some young adults to engage and prevented involvement in some areas of the central work. Some limitations are more impactful for young adult attenders over other attenders due to their lack of regular attendance (as outlined above) – however as shown in table 5 attendance does not always reflect Quaker identity, and many young people still saw themselves as committed to Quakerism despite low attendance at Meeting for Worship in some cases. 

What is the importance of communities to young adult Quakers? What obstacles do they face?

Something that repeatedly came up was the value of dedicated spaces and communities for spiritual reflection and discussions. Where provided (e.g. YFGM, YALP, local young groups) they were identified as being one of the main ways young adults felt engaged and challenged in their Quakerism, helping to develop identity and understanding. However, for many the spaces that already exist were not accessible and there was a sense of a ‘void’ after aging out of young Quaker events. Local meetings were rarely found to provide the same exploration of issues and so young adult Quakers are left alone in their spiritual development at a time where for many their Quaker identity was still being shaped. Those who had found other ways to engage in spiritual discussions, whether locally or nationally, found them to be highly important to their Quakerism and wanted more spaces for this provided. 

Many young adults faced difficulties in staying linked to their main Quaker communities and peers due to being geographically spread and/or the lack financial resources. Being an active part of a community was considered to be important to Quaker identity and many respondents complained about the lack of support in maintaining or building young adult communities. Many wanted regional and national events in different formats (i.e. not just YFGM) to be provided to aid spiritual exploration and community development in the way that young Quaker events had for many.

The local young adult Friends communities formed in some areas (see appendix 2) were highly valued by most who attended. However, some of the coordinators of these groups were taking on a lot of responsibility with little formal support in the way that other Quaker role holders might receive. These coordinators in their interviews spoke about the struggles of promotion, linking up with other groups, practical issues like finding meeting spaces, creating resources for the group, and worries about what would happen to the group after they aged out or moved areas. This dependence on a driven facilitator who can make the time to plan and coordinate makes these valuable local communities more vulnerable.

What stops general engagement in Quaker work, centrally and locally?

Another barrier to engagement were practical issues which prevented young adults being involved in central service or BYM events. Even volunteering at youth events or attending YFGM was inaccessible to some due to time constraints and the lack of flexibility many young people experience in their work environments. Service on central committees was even less accessible as meetings occurred when young adults generally can’t attend. Attending BYM events or YFGM was also too expensive for some, and there was little awareness of bursaries available for Yearly Meeting.

As well as the practical and financial obstacles to engagement mentioned above, multiple respondents commented that they simply weren’t told about what was going on in Quakerism, as the regular communications channels did not work for them. Some spoke of their local meeting not having email lists or items in the monthly Clerk’s mailing reach them sporadically (less than half of young adults who identify as Quaker attend meeting for worship at least once a month). When people did hear about events or other things that were going on, it was mainly through various Facebook pages or in a few circumstances through the efforts of a dedicated local Friend. I heard of one area with a local young person’s contact who organised informal meet ups and was responsible for ensuring young adults were aware of what was going on, and one university chaplain in particular was credited with high levels of young adult engagement in their area. However the vast majority of chaplains didn’t respond to the information requests sent to them. Many of those who did respond expressed frustration at the struggles they found communicating and engaging with Quaker students or potential enquirers. 

Recommendation 

Young adult Quakers in Britain want to be engaged in the life and work of Quakerism. They feel a strong collective Quaker identity but many have not been supported in their engagement and development, whether this is continuing their Quaker journeys after childhood or its development for the first time as an adult. For many young adults local meetings cannot provide this space (for practical or personal reasons), and the existence of other local spaces (i.e. evening meetings or young Quaker groups) are inconsistent. There is little central provision for national dedicated young adult Quaker communities outside of YFGM (which can be quite a niche group), and minimal resources available to groups. Communication with young adults is patchy and transient lifestyles make traditional methods of engagement and membership less accessible. As a result, our young adults, whilst they “feel and do Quaker”, do not get to engage in Quakerism in the way they want or need to. However, these are not issues that cannot be addressed. 

In response to these findings, I ask the committee to provide a minute of support for a legacy funding bid for a temporary post in Quaker Life which would develop the engaging young adult Friends work and propose a strategy for the ongoing engagement of young adult Friends in Britain. This role would involve further research into the main issues raised by the consultation and then the development and piloting of some solutions. By the end of the funded period, they would recommend a strategy for how Britain Yearly Meeting can be an effective, supportive Quaker community which is easily accessible to young adults and engages them more in its life and work. This work would need the involvement and input of young adults throughout, potentially through a working group. It would include close work with the ministry and outreach, Vibrancy pilot, and children and young people’s teams and other organisations (particularly Woodbrooke and YFGM), as well as working with committees and staff across Britain Yearly Meeting to explore how their work could involve young adults better. The work and research could also feed into the pastoral care of unattached Friends working group and the work on aging and declining membership.
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Survey answers report

There were 153 responses to the survey online, and 1 verbal response. Not every respondent answered every question. The mean age of respondents was 26.

Table 1 – Attendance at first Quaker meeting by age group and who attended with (frequency of answer)

	Who did you attend your first Quaker meeting with?
	First attended as…

	
	Child
	Adult

	Parents
	105
	2

	Grandparents
	5
	1

	Quaker friend/acquaintance
	3
	5

	Alone
	0
	21

	Other
	4
	6

	Total
	117
	35


38.4% of respondents who first attended as children and 48.6% of respondents who first attended as adults are in membership. The average age of members was 27 and the average age to come into membership was 21.

Table 2 – Number of respondents who self-identify as Quaker

	Do you currently self-identify as a Quaker?

	Number

	Yes
	114

	Partially
	12

	No
	17

	Unclear

	7

	Total responses to this question
	150


Table 3 - How often did/do respondents attend Meeting for Worship (approximately) (as percentage of total number of respondents to question)

	How often did/do you attend Meeting for Worship (approximately)?
	When aged <14 
	When aged 14-18
	Currently 

	Every week
	17.5%
	3.6%
	4.7%

	Nearly every week
	38.8%
	22.5%
	22.1%

	About once a month
	22.3%
	26.1%
	16.8%

	Occasionally
	8.7%
	22.5%
	22.1%

	Hardly ever
	8.7%
	13.5%
	25.5%

	Never
	3.9%
	11.7%
	8.7%


Table 4 - How often do members, non-members and those whose membership status is unknown currently attend meeting for worship (approximately) (as percentage of numbers in each membership category who answered this question
)

	How often do you currently attend Meeting for Worship (approximately)?
	Members 
	Non-members 
	Unknown membership status 

	Every week
	8.2%
	2.9%
	0.0%

	Nearly every week
	27.9%
	15.7%
	26.3%

	About once a month
	23.0%
	15.7%
	10.5%

	Occasionally
	19.7%
	24.3%
	21.1%

	Hardly ever
	18.0%
	30.0%
	31.6%

	Never
	3.3%
	11.4%
	10.5%


Table 5 – How often did respondents attend meeting for worship, by identity category

	How often do you attend meeting for worship? (approximately)
	Do you self-identify as Quaker?

	
	Yes
	Partially
	No
	Unclear

	Every week
	7
	0
	0
	0

	Nearly every week
	27
	4
	1
	1

	About once a month
	21
	2
	1
	1

	Occasionally
	26
	2
	2
	2

	Hardly ever
	27
	3
	6
	3

	Never
	4
	1
	7
	0


Respondents to the survey were asked about three different aspects of Quaker identity and to rank how important they thought they were.

Chart 1 – how important do you think being in membership, an understanding of Quaker processes, structures and traditions, and being an active part of a Quaker group/community are to Quaker identity?
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Membership

Membership was considered to be somewhat unimportant to Quaker identity. Many young adults found the member-attender distinction to be arbitrary and unhelpful outside of administrative purposes. In the qualitative questions asking about the importance of membership, the theme of membership being a commitment was mentioned in 65 different answers. Becoming a member was largely seen as a commitment to a local or area meeting – you could be committed to Quakerism without being a member, and many felt that they were. This linked to another recurring theme about the obstacles young adults found in attending local meetings, despite feeling as if they were Quaker and being involved in other Quaker communities. However, many did still want to be a member at some point as part of a personal journey, even though they didn’t think it was important to Quaker identity. 

Quaker processes, structures and traditions 

An understanding of Quaker structures was considered to be the most important to identity – it was regarded as what makes Quakerism special and it was harder to engage in Quakerism if you didn’t understand these processes. In some cases this was found to be exclusionary to those who came to Quakerism as adults or who hadn’t attended young people’s events which explored these in depth.

Quaker communities

Being an active part of a Quaker community was also considered to be important to Quaker identity, with many stating that time away from Quaker communities was keenly felt, particularly after aging out of young Quaker events. For many their communities were or had been what rooted them and kept them in touch with wider Quakerism. 

Young adult Quaker communities and spaces mostly made up of or dedicated to young adult Quakers (such as volunteering teams at events, YFGM and local groups) were frequently identified as being the most influential communities in shaping Quaker identity and facilitating engagement as they provided space for discussion and reflection and social groups of likeminded peers. 

The testimonies

Living according to the testimonies came up a lot in the answers as being key to Quaker identity, despite not being asked about. Many felt that being guided by Quaker principles was one of their main ways of engaging with their Quakerism and was what made them Quaker even when they weren’t actively involved in Quaker communities.
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Young Friends groups in Britain (known of)

Edinburgh Universities Quaker Society – active Quaker society who meet fairly frequently. Mix of social activities and organising trips to local meetings. Dedicated Quaker Chaplain who provides pastoral and practical support, and active, close knit committee. 

Nottingham Young Friends Group – “a group for 16-35 year old Quakers in the local area. [They] meet regularly for socialising and spiritual time together.  People who are new to Quakerism or from other faiths/no faith welcome.” Average between 4 – 9 attendees at gatherings, currently one coordinator who is driving force.
Oxford Young Adult Friends – no up to date information received. Facebook page hasn’t been active since October 2015, received email from coordinator on in February 2016 but was unable to set up interview. Oxford Quakers website says: “A group of young adults aged from 18 to 30 meet at Friends Meeting House on Mondays at 7:00 pm for worship, then a baked-potato supper, with an optional pub or local café afterwards. Everyone is welcome.”

University of York Quaker Society – no up to date information received. Used to meet every Wednesday for half an hour of worship, with occasional evening discussions held. Very few regular attenders.

Young Adult Leadership Programme – a year-long programme for anyone between 19 and 30 who has a connection with Quakerism. Based at Woodbrooke study Centre in Birmingham, UK and consists of: three residential events (two at Woodbrooke and one at Swarthmoor Hall); the opportunity to build a learning community; the support of a mentor through the year; an ongoing online element; and the opportunity to work on a spirit-led project. Requires time commitment and costs £1,750 – although there is support available. 
Young Adults at Yearly Meeting/Gathering – run by Woodbrooke “for 18-25ish year-olds attending Britain Yearly Meeting. It will provide a way of being part of the main sessions whilst maintaining a smaller community to check-in with regularly during the weekend. Young Adults at Yearly Meeting is not a fully facilitated programme, but we will offer regular sessions giving you a chance to prepare for and reflect on your experience of Yearly Meeting.” 
 Valued by those who attend, but requires attendance at Yearly Meeting to take part.

Young Friends General Meeting – “Young Friends General Meeting (YFGM) is the national organisation for young adult Quakers in Britain. [Their] main events are the three General Meetings which take place at Quaker meeting houses around the country in February, May and October each year. These weekends are open to anyone aged between 18 and 30ish who is a Quaker, or interested in Quakerism, and are a chance to meet like-minded people and find out more about, and influence, what young adult Friends in Britain do.”
 Travel to first event is reimbursed up to £100, suggested contribution of at least £15 per attendee towards each event, according to monthly income after housing costs. Great way of engagement for those who are involved but is self-confessedly niche.

Young Quakers in Cambridge – an informal group for “young Quakers, young Quaker affiliates, and those who are interested in the Cambridge area”. Mainly used as a communications tool to let people know what is going on in the local meeting, arrange informal meet-ups, and publicise talks and events which correlate to Quaker values. 

Younger Quaker Worship Group, London – meet every 1st, 3rd and 5th Sunday evening of the month in Westminster Meeting House. Structure of meetings varies, but normally an exploration of a theme, including at least some element of worship and normally discussion, followed by bring-and-share dinner. Been running since autumn 2015, coordination initially shared between 4 young adults but as group evolves this is being shared more widely. Between 5 and 30 (approximately) people attend each meeting. 
Britain Yearly Meeting – Guidance Notes for Job Applicants
These notes have been designed to assist you by providing information about BYM’s recruitment process.  

PLEASE READ THESE NOTES BEFORE COMPLETING THE APPLICATION FORM
Preparation 

You should spend time reviewing your skills, achievements and experience, identifying those that are relevant to the job.    

Making your Application 

Job Details 

You should read the job description, person specification, advert and background information so you know what the job involves.   Think about why you are interested working for the Religious Society of Friends (Quakers), the post and how your knowledge, skills and experience (paid or non-paid) would enable you to be effective in the role.    

Completion of Application Form 

The application form is used both for shortlisting and reference during the interview process.   

When completing the application form: 

· you should read the job description, person specification, advertisement and background information etc. before completing the application form.  Use the information supplied to make your application relevant to the post.  

· it is important that you use the application form to explain how your skills, abilities, experience and qualifications compare with those set out in the supporting information

· It is important that you give reasons for any gaps in your employment history 

· Please note that we do not accept CVs as an application for posts however, you can attach one, but you must fully complete the application form.   If there is insufficient space to complete your details, please continue on a separate sheet.   

The information that you provide on the application form and supporting statement is the only information we use in deciding whether or not to shortlist you for interview.   

You must ensure that the information you provide is well organised and relevant to the post that you are applying for.

Supporting Statement     

You should write a supporting statement setting out the reasons why you think you are suitable for the post. You must address each item on the person specification.   You should highlight the experience, skills, achievements that you would bring to the post including, those that you have gained through previous employment, voluntary work or any other relevant experience.   
Accuracy of Information 
The information that you provide to the Religious Society of Friends, both on your application form and at interview must be accurate.   If we discover that any information provided is inaccurate, an offer of employment may be withdrawn.  Where an appointment has been made we may take disciplinary action up to and including dismissal.   

Data Protection 

You should be aware that information contained in or derived from your application may be retained in both manual and computerised form for the purpose of recruitment administration, the production of depersonalised statistical data relevant to recruitment or equality issues and on appointment, personnel, payroll and pensions administration.  

If your application is unsuccessful your application form will be retained for a maximum period of six-months. 

We will not share your information with any other organisation unless required to do so by law.  

Completed applications 

Completed applications should be emailed by the stated closing date to: quakeremploy@quaker.org.uk 

Equality 

QUAKER FAITH & PRACTICE 23.36 

'At the Centre of Friends’ religious experience is the repeatedly and consistently expressed belief in the fundamental equality of all members of the human race. Our common humanity transcends our differences...We aspire not to say or to do anything or condone any statements or actions which imply lack of respect for the humanity of any person.' (Meeting for Sufferings, 1988)

The Religious Society of Friends (Quakers) is committed to equality.  In order to monitor our commitment to equality we ask applicants for posts to complete our equality monitoring form.  The information provided is treated in the strictest confidence and is detached prior to shortlisting. The forms are retained by HR and the panel do not have sight of them.   

Appointment Process 
After the closing date is passed, the recruiting manager and the interview panel shortlist applicants who demonstrated that they meet the essential criteria set out in the person specification. Only candidates shortlisted are invited for interview. If you do not hear from us within two weeks of the closing date your application has been unsuccessful.

Normally applications received after the closing date are not considered
Interview      
If you are shortlisted for interview you will be invited to a selection process.  All interviews are conducted by a panel of two or more including the recruiting manager. If there are any special arrangements associated with the selection process e.g. tests or presentations, you will be informed accordingly.   
Disability 
If you are an applicant with a disability and have any specific needs, adjustments that you would like us to make or queries please contact HR on 020 7663 1111/1110.   

Interview Outcome 
If you are invited to attend an interview/and or selection process you will be informed either verbally or in writing of the outcome.  The successful candidate will have the decision confirmed in writing as an offer of employment.  The unsuccessful candidate is offered the opportunity for feedback.   

References 
On the application form you are asked to provide us with the details of three referees, one of which must be from your most recent employer.  If you were a student one of your referees should be from a tutor.   We only contact referees with your permission after an offer of employment has been made.  

All offers of employment are conditional upon the receipt of references that are satisfactory to BYM, verification of right to work in the UK, medical health clearance, and where applicable verification of qualifications and Criminal Record Bureau checks  

Asylum & Immigration Act 1996 
Under Section 8 of the Asylum and Immigration Act 1996, employers must ensure that any prospective employee is legally entitled to live and work in the UK.  If you are offered employment by the Religious Society of Friends (Quakers) you will be required to produce an official document confirming that you are entitled to live and work in the UK, e.g. passport; full birth certificate and official document confirming your name and national insurance number; or a passport/travel document/letter from the Home Office.

Queries 
If you require further information or wish to raise any matters with regard the appointment process, please contact HR on 020 7663 1111/1110.   

 .  

Complaints 
Applicants for posts within the Religious Society of Friends (Quakers) have the right to complain if they feel they have been unfairly treated or discriminated against during the recruitment process.  If you feel that this is the case you should contact Ric Moore, HR & Training Manager, on 020 7663 1111 (direct line) or by email: ricm@quaker.org.uk 

Thank you for your interest in employment at Quakers in Britain.  Good luck with your application.    
Working for Quakers in Britain

Britain Yearly Meeting, is a national charity employing about 150 people. Its purpose is to work for, with and on behalf of Quakers in Britain.

Quakers – sometimes known as The Religious Society of Friends (Quakers) in Britain is a faith group.  We are rooted in the Christian tradition but open to different ways of being guided by God.

About our organisation

In Britain there are about 20,000 Quakers. We have 500 local Quaker Meetings, grouped into 72 'area meeting' charities. All these charities are affiliated to Britain Yearly Meeting (BYM).

Britain Yearly Meeting (BYM) is a charity, formally known as 'Britain Yearly Meeting of the Religious Society of Friends'. The trustees are appointed by and accountable to British Quakers; and because this work is done for and on behalf of Quakers from the whole of Britain, the work we do is known as ‘centrally-managed work’.

The charity's objectives are:

1. Sustaining the Quaker church and faith

2. Supporting Quaker Meetings

3. Promoting Quakerism

4. Witness through action

BYM is structured into 6 departments:

[image: image2.png]Recording Clerk

Communications Finance and Hospitality and
and Services Property

Quaker Life Human Resources|





The Recording Clerk's Office is a small, central co-ordinating department.  The Recording Clerk is the senior member of staff.

Quaker Life supports Quakers’ spiritual lives; and helps local Quaker Meetings to grow as communities.
Quaker Peace and Social Witness works with and on behalf of Quakers in Britain to translate faith into action.  This includes peace work in Britain and globally, and social justice work mainly in Britain.

Communications and Services works to:

· increase public awareness of Quakerism and Quaker work (media, advocacy and publications)

· help Quakers throughout Britain to be involved with and fund centrally-managed work

· support the committees that guide our work

Friends House Hospitality and Facilities manages Friends House building and facilities.

Finance and Property manages our organisation’s assets.

Human Resources helps BYM carry out its responsibilities as an effective employer through policies and practices that are based on Quaker principles. This includes looking after the terms and conditions, training, welfare and recruitment of staff both in Friends House and beyond.

A Quaker workplace

We aim for our workplace to be consistent with Quaker values - broadly the same as most well-run progressive organisations. For example:

· We expect staff to respect each person regardless of age, race, religion, gender, transgender status, sex, sexual orientation, disability, marital or civil partnership status

· We avoid unjustifiable and unlawful discrimination in our employment practices

· We follow good employment practice, with clear and supportive line management

· We have a 1:4 ratio between the lowest and highest salaries

· We aim to be open and honest in all our work

· We avoid titles such as ‘Mrs.’ or ‘Mr’.

Very few jobs with BYM are restricted to Quakers, although about 1/3 of the staff are Quakers or linked to Quakers in some way.

About Quakers

The Quaker way is based on silent worship, as a way to help people connect directly to God.  Quakerism began in Britain in the 17th Century. Its roots are in radical Christianity, although today not all Quakers call themselves Christian.

Quakers share a way of life rather than a set of beliefs. We seek to experience God directly, within ourselves and in our relationships with others and the world around us.

Quakers are ordinary people, who try to live their values they can.  This leads many Quakers to work for a better world.  Values that are important to us include truth and integrity; simplicity; equality; peace; and sustainability.

You do not need to be a Quaker to worship with us at one of our meetings.

You can find out more:

• From our website - www.quaker.org.uk

• By reading `Advice and Queries’ which is an introduction to Quaker belief (http://qfp.quaker.org.uk/) 

• By visiting the Quaker Centre at Friends House, which has leaflets and books, and volunteers who can answer questions

• Or ask for a free information pack – www.quaker.org.uk/more-information 
� This was an open question asking about if people identify as Quaker and why. The groupings here are of my own devising – I read each answer and allocated it into one of these categories. 


� This category where the answers did not fit one of the other categories.


� 61 members, 70 non-members and 19 people with unknown membership status answered this question.


� From Quakers in Britain Website


� From YFGM website – ‘About YFGM’
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Questionnaire answers

		How old are you?		About what age were you when you first went to Quaker meeting?		Who did you first attend Quaker meeting with?		Other:		Why did you attend your first Quaker Meeting?		Are you a member of an area meeting?		Did you grow up attending the area meeting you are now a member of?		How did you come to the area meeting you are now a member of?		How old were you (approximately) when you came into membership?		Who applied for your membership?		Why did you apply for membership?		Have you ever been a member of an area meeting?		Why are you no longer a member?		Would you ever consider applying for membership again?		Have you ever considered applying for membership? Please explain why.		How regularly did you attend your local Quaker meeting before the age of 14 (approximately)?		How regularly did you attend your local Quaker meeting between the ages of 14 and 18 (approximately)?		National events (e.g. Children and Young People’s Programmes at Summer Gatherings, Yearly Meeting Gathering; Junior Yearly Meeting; Quaker Youth Pilgrimage; etc.)		Regional events (e.g. Friends Southern Summer Events, Holiday School, Summer Shindig; JYF; Teenage General Meeting; etc.)		Local Link groups		Quaker Work Camp Reunions		Leaveners/Quaker Youth Theatre		Attended a Quaker School		Informal social groups of Quaker friends and family		Other (please elaborate below)		Other:2		How often do you attend Meeting for Worship (approximately)?		Could you identify any reasons why you attend Meeting as often/little as you do?		Young Friends General Meeting		Local Young Friends group		University society		Volunteering at Quaker events (local, regional and national)		Britain Yearly Meeting events/groups		Through Woodbrooke programmes		Informal social groups of Quaker friends and family3		Work for a Quaker organization		Member of a Quaker listed informal group		Other (please specify)		Other:4		Do you currently self-identify as a Quaker? Could you explain why you feel this way about your Quaker (or lack of) identity?		Column2		Do you currently self-identify as a Christian? Could you explain why you feel this way about your Christian (or lack of) identity?		How important do you think being in membership is to Quaker identity?		Why?		How important do you think an understanding of Quaker processes, structures and traditions are to Quaker identity?		Why?5		How important do you think being an active part of a Quaker group/community is to Quaker identity?		Why?6		Are there any Quaker communities/groups (this includes local meetings) which you feel influenced you and the formation of your Quaker identity more than others growing up? If so, which ones and why?		Column1		If you have moved (e.g. moved out of the family home, gone to university, moved geographic region) since becoming involved with Quakerism, how do you think this impacted your involvement (if at all)?		Are there any circumstances in the future which you think would lead to you being more involved in Quakerism?		Are there any circumstances in the future which you think would lead to you being less involved in Quakerism?		How do you think your involvement with Quakerism has influenced your life? This could be through a number of ways e.g. friendships and relationships, exposure to the Quaker testimonies and witness (activism), a spiritual home, volunteering/work experience		Would you overall describe your experience of Quakerism as a positive or negative one? Please expand on why or provide any extra detail if you wish to.		Do you have any other ideas or thoughts on how the Religious Society of Friends currently engages with young adults, or how it could develop in the future?		Name (Prefix)		Name (First)		Name (Middle)		Name (Last)		Name (Suffix)		Email		Created By (User Id)		Entry Id		Entry Date

		24		0		Parents				1		Yes		No		Attending while at university		22				I wanted to be able to express outwardly the sense of belonging I felt inwardly.										About once a month		Occasionally		National events (e.g. Children and Young People’s Programmes at Summer Gatherings, Yearly Meeting Gathering; Junior Yearly Meeting; Quaker Youth Pilgrimage; etc.)		Regional events (e.g. Friends Southern Summer Events, Holiday School, Summer Shindig; JYF; Teenage General Meeting; etc.)		Local Link groups				Leaveners/Quaker Youth Theatre				Informal social groups of Quaker friends and family						Every week		I need to								Volunteering at Quaker events (local, regional and national)		Britain Yearly Meeting events/groups		Through Woodbrooke programmes		Informal social groups of Quaker friends and family										Yes. The Quaker Way represents the way I want to live my life in a way nothing else does.		y		I self identify as Christian but would rarely describe myself as a Christian to others. I feel like this because I take inspiration from the teachings of Jesus but feel little in common with what the term Christian has come to represent.		Somewhat important		In à spiritual sense I think it's unimportant but in a worldy sense I thinks it's valuable, for example if I was registering as a C.O. I would like to be able to say I am a Quaker and there be a record of that being the case.		Very important		The Quaker Way is one of few rigidly held creeds and dogmas. As a result it is the practice (and what arises from it) which defines us.		Very important		The Quaker Way is at its heart about collective and corporate worship not individual.		The community that grew out of Fsse events was deeply influencial and I would not be a Quaker today without it.   



However it was later, as a result of my involvement with my local meeting while at university and on Woodbrooke courses such as YALP that my Quaker identity solidified.				Although involvement in non geographic quaker communities didn't change with moving, local meeting involvement beyond attending meeting regularly has be less.						All of the above.		Positive. It has led to lots of valuable life experiences and relationships but perhaps most importantly has encouraged me to develop a sense of inward stillness, as one swarthmore lecturer put it recently to move from the empire of my mind to the garden of my heart.		There is a gap between Quaker children's events (up to 18) and Young Adults (up to 30ish) and a large number of people drift away because of it.				Samuel				Robinson				SRobinson113@gmail.com				5748		4/14/16 22:01

		32		23		Grandparents																																																Nearly every week		1 as I identify it as my primary spiritual practice and

2 I like to develop (informal social) links in a meeting which improves my sense of community and for me has a big effect on the quality of the experience/practice

I would go every week but sometimes sunday morning is an inconvenient time.		Young Friends General Meeting																						Yes. 

Its strange as for years I was the same sort of quaker I am now, but felt uncomfortable or uncertain about self-identifying. Going to YALP and hearing more about quaker theology & story from particularly Stuart Masters & Ben Pink DandeLion changed that for me. I am not a member (outside of yfgm membership)

I used to hesitate because of uncertainties I have about how Quakers run things & the lack of diversity.



I am considering membership.		y		sometimes but not usually. I haven't clarified my position on who or what I think Jesus was. I talk about christian behaviour and 'being a christian'. Its a very fine line for me! I had a catholic background and do not believe all the christian theology, or dogmatic use of the bible or any scripture, but I believe in Jesus' teachings for the most part, and from time to time they inspire me. Often because one of my close friends is a christian & he talks about it. I saw on a quaker video on youtube (maybe watford quakers) this described using the made-up word 'Jesusite'. I use the word when I am with christians and I want to evoke the spirit of radical spirituality and faith work to inspire a bit of energy but hesitate if I think the group is conservative or would be too pissed off with my 'alternative' way.



Being a quaker allows me this and to get on with the more important task of *trying to act christian*.		Not important at all		I do not think a Quaker is a quaker member. I think a quaker is quaker by behaviour(including practice) not admin. I think quakers are a bit silly about membership. Membership seems more to do with monthly area meetings structure & all that to me.



gosh it makes you wonder why I'm doing it!



Im not saying it has no meaning - its joining a group - I just dont think it matters to whether you can be called a Quaker.



I understand the phrase 'quakers and attenders' as unhelpful & wrong		Somewhat unimportant		It depend what you mean by processes & structures. If quaker meeting is a process then yes, very important.

Really, in a quaker manner, I'd probably say each quaker has to answer this for themselves. A panoply (or cacophony) of voices, as ever.

I have found understanding the Q business method very central to my being a quaker - it has influenced my approach in life. But some of the process / structure stuff I find archaic and clunky - in some ways not fit for purpose.  

sorry quakers

tradition says meetings are on a sunday morning at 10.30am, which is inconvenient for me.		Very important		I don't like the word 'active', as I believe being present is enough.

I think there's possibly too much pressure to 'do the flowers', 'be on the library committee' or whatever, even if you haven't really committed to these quaker conventions. - as Ben Pink D spoke about in that swarthmore lecture. This can be where I feel a gap with the older generations who are most quaker meetings.				Local Meeting - ministry from MFW is an influence, I am less established in this particular meeting

YFGM - a big influence

Younger quakers from yfgm & westminster in the past social grouping - a subtle influence

Stuff on the internet: youtube & the odd blog - this can be quite a big influence



YFGM is a bigger influence cos I have more in common with those people, like finding my way with  getting a job in more or less ethical places. Also probably more because I see those people more often & have some personal friendships there. YFGM channels aspects of quakerism in a way that can be more relevant to me.



Internet things as they are things Im interested in or resonate with me, and because it seems quite fresh & lively.		Its been quite annoying. As a young person people often assume you are new to quakers unless you see them 5 times in a row (& as many don't attend that regularly they miss you). It takes a while for a community to realise you are serious and committed. I think unhelpful assumptions can be made when you are 'young' and relatively new to a meeting. I tried to start a conversation with an elder about a lack of ministry in one meeting (where I was again the only person under 50) and she switched the conversation to 'was I coming to meeting because I was lonely?'. I felt frustrated. (also I was an elder at yfgm)



Also If I hadn't moved I probably would have become a member as its local to a certain area. Since I was 18 I have moved to 8 different areas (and more than that houses/flats) for work, education or relationship reasons



On the up side it has made YFGM more of a point of stability and community (with shared history) for me. 

Fixtures like BYM have also become a point of continuity.



I think I see the contrast because I get taken seriously as a quaker by peers who are my age and have known me longer outside LM, so when theres assumptions at local meetings that you're not so strong in your faith or don't know what's going on it stands out.



Sam Barnett-cormack wrote about this in relation to noms.		Im far too involved. : )

I'd like to live a good quaker life.		I have been quite involved in roles at YfGM which will come to an end. I'd imagine getting 'involved' in other aspects of quaker work - but I have also considered secular organisations. Because I know some people who've been working in Friends House, on the Friend, at woodbrooke, etc I suppose that makes me feel connected whatever my personal involvement is. 

If I have more pressure at work and less time, I could take a step back from the roles but Quakerism would still be my faith-home. 

(also I hope to do my day jobs as an expression of my quaker faith so the answer is not clear-cut)		through a vast number of ways. 

Headline ones are:

*supporting and shaping my faith & spiritual practice

*volunteer work, this has also been positive for my personal development in a range of areas, whilst having a sense of belonging

*experience of Q business method has given me expectations about how things are best arranged in groups - everyone having a voice and being equal is very important to me, also time to think

*also at Q meetings for business I have been able to speak to a group and develop more confidence in getting my voice heard, along with disciplines like kind and inclusive use of language

*positive effect on mental health from MFW, meditations & mindfulness

*I studied design and had to reflect a lot to bridge the space between consumerist ways of thinking and quaker/puritan ways/conventions. but I feel in result this questioning has been one of the most productive things for me

*some books in quaker libraries have been a big impact on how I do faith. Sacred compass, a feminist version of a bible passage, a 1001 meditations ....

*In some ways I think it has made life more complicated as quakers have such high ideals and you have to think about the implications of your whole life on others & the planet, rather than just please yourself. I guess that is religion for you though!

*YALP - gave me some confidence to capitalise on certain strengths

*wider things like my Granny was a quaker so it was a connection with her

*approach to handling divergence of beliefs & attitudes. 

*in my early days went on a NVC course set up by the meeting and held at the meeting which has been an ongoing influence		Positive

see above		yes a lot LOT. 



*a lot of non-diverse older meetings (NDOMs) don't really understand younger people, how they work and what concerns them. We could try to work on this.

obvs these are not true of all - and many meetings are more healthily diverse

*NDOMs do not have particular strategies for bridging the gap when the occasional younger person crosses the threshold

*NDOMs are complacent about the lack of younger people and some unhelpful attitudes are commonplace - such as - "I found my faith-path when I was older, religion is a thing for when you are older

!? spiritually is not a thing for those over 50! its not that long since life-expectancy was under 48! it makes me want to jump up and down. Just looking around the world (or even country) at religious participation surely this is not the truth. 

I think this type of attitude might be influenced by numbers of baby boomer and retired quakers who have children they brought up in meeting but now are not much involved (/ do not have time*). - the Society could face this and look into the why's /wherefores & reality of this for - those children (if possible) and parents. - my instinct is that those children see a NDOM which is a bit, but not *particularly* relevant to their lives and everyday concerns, more somewhere quite 'friendly and relaxing'. Also timing/weekend issue may be relevant [*this is a subject in itself... ]

*catering for children is 'at selected meetings' and 'one sunday in the month' - I think this is a case of the norms of over 60s running the establishment (how the culture becomes more aged & its self-perpetuating). Jennifer Mui wrote in Q voices mag about this.

*yfgm has worked for me, but I think other young people in the society need to be supported to meet each other & meet kindred spirits. (possibly even interfaith at a local level if that is the only option), locally and easily. Its hard to keep your faith amongst a group of people who just don't get some aspects of your life. This could also relate to putting on local events that will attract younger audience (eg -talking about a 'young' topic / POV)  

*related I also feel younger-focussed environments can be a good to build up the confidence of younger quakers in their quaker practices & role-taking - similarly to how womens business meetings used to be in days of yore - as refered to in Qf&p 6.01 and 19.50

'Every Quakeress is a Lily'   lol 

younger people in the society and BYM can naturally let the oldies (literally their elders) run things but need to be stretched out of this mindset and see it as their place too, need space to practice & gain confidence. Young People that work in professional quaker roles seem to be immunised against this.

* some NDOMs I'd hope could reset their expectations of what spiritual insights and involvement in the community young-ish people are capable of (though sometimes i think younger people hold themselves apart from meetings where they feel less connection) - eg inc elders, overseers, clerks jobs

* Quakers in britain could get their heads round the younger generations experience on topics and put those understandings at the centre of their way of thinking - eg social media and friendship, social media and career, abuse culture on social media & facebook rape, renting & sharing accommodation, work & early career paths (in an era of vast competition & unpaid internships), the vlogging & multiplayer games culture, economics as a young person, benefits as a recipient (not pensions), being busy, TED talks, screens & relationships, consumerism, immigration in cities & being 2nd generation immigrant, body image, what to focus on in age of constant distraction, social life and making ethical choices, current feminist discussion, national identity & international culture now, pro-ana & pro-mia, porn, paying for music & films (digital obvs), netflix & chill, miley cyrus, relationship to young evangelical christianity, recent music, etc etc there are more

-  for an example - when quakers talk about climate change they may talk about 'putting solar panels on our roofs', turning down the heating, or flying less. All these topics are quite different if you are in your 2o-something or 60-something. most younger people don't have a roof they own, their heating decision may be something shared with other housemates, and decisions about flying could seem more contentious when it is a trip with your fledgeling social circle or choice made by your parents. Quakers could be more mindful when they use the word 'we' - I feel the older group has to become more aware of its "privilege" as the majority in order to be truly welcoming to a precocious minority who might push through the rubicon, not worry they are 'sole person under 50 in my religious group' and hang around at a quaker meeting. 

- all these topics can be looked at with faith & often relevant testimonies but in this BYM they rarely are. sometimes I feel frustrated by this but I stick with quakers as they are the best fit with my theology & are kind & inspiring on their own terms

- With topics above its not about 'being sorry for' younger people though, its the voice of quakers actually identifying with these situations, so younger quakers are belonging. American Hero Brene Brown talks about sympathy and connection here in RSA power of vulnerability talk - http://cultureofempathy.com/references/Experts/Brene-Brown.htm

*the Society could use the internet more, make the main website connect more dynamic with actual events & discussions & social media (eg blogs, twitter ...), also start using youtube & vlogging as part of mainstream quaker discussion. Forming a liberal quaker voice / conversation on the internet across national boundaries could also be exciting. (I have this personal concern that the outcomes of climate change will be increasingly a challenge of do we routinely identify with others across the world as 'us' and can we organise and connect to work together across national boundaries).

* use contemporary and youthful music, graphic design and performing arts (not just smart, business-y looking but in a more soulful and intimate way) - in BYM, communications across country, online etc etc

* Older meetings come to terms with the lack of youth so they dont come over too desperate when people to arrive

*I have sometimes found the quaker structures seem quite old-fashioned and quaint - & area meetings seem to be regularly attended by the older people in meetings rather than the younger ones, no? Find out - what would it take to get the younger ones there? (even to the exclusion of the oldies) weekday evening area meeting? skype area meeting? more relevant agenda? lively 20-40 year old speakers? I think we need these young & old ways to co-exist until the young inherit the earth & society

*possibly make the central noms form a bit more snazzy and 'youth'. - email the youth yearly reminders? - Should 'Giving time' come before 'Giving money' on the website?

*have honest open funny conversations with woodbrooke about how they relate to various ages  - despite the 2for1 for under 30s offer, the marketing person at woodbrooke said to me their target 'market' is retired people as they have more time (& possibly money). What would woodbrooke be like if it was made for the under 50s? Cheaper? - I have had help from local meetings and yfgm to attend woodbrooke but I feel this support is invisible & intimidating when you are new. I also had a bad initial experience of someone telling me I should go to a local 'new to quakerism' course & I could get funding for it, just had to write letter etc. I did but was rejected. This letter writing process seemed quite strange to me at the time.

*too many long written docs for BYM, we busy.

*I believe issues of (lacking) financial, racial and educational diversity are also each relevant to how the society engages with younger people. - if you are asking me how the soc could engage with less posh youth, non-white youth and non-graduate youth that is a whole other story!! 



apologies this seems to have turned into more of an essay than an answer to a questionnaire!				Ellen				Elliott				ellen.seasons@gmail.com				5721		4/12/16 21:23

		27		0		Parents						Yes		Yes				16				I felt like Quakerism was a significant part of my life and identity and I knew I would be committed to it as an adult.										Every week		Nearly every week		National events (e.g. Children and Young People’s Programmes at Summer Gatherings, Yearly Meeting Gathering; Junior Yearly Meeting; Quaker Youth Pilgrimage; etc.)		Regional events (e.g. Friends Southern Summer Events, Holiday School, Summer Shindig; JYF; Teenage General Meeting; etc.)		Local Link groups		Quaker Work Camp Reunions						Informal social groups of Quaker friends and family						Hardly ever		I have moved around every 1-2 years since moving away from home; I have sometimes had other commitments on a Sunday morning (work or fun or sleeping); I don't like the Meeting nearest to me; I take part in a lot of Quaker activity nationally and internationally especially with young Friends and I find that Sunday meeting does not have the same depth and intensity in worship as I find in these other gatherings.		Young Friends General Meeting										Through Woodbrooke programmes		Informal social groups of Quaker friends and family		Work for a Quaker organization								I have always identified as a Quaker. Even during periods of my life when I have not had much involvement with Quakerism, I have felt that it is a central part of my identity. I was brought up going to Meeting every week, with other Quaker friends my age and with a large Quaker extended family. I have often felt that Quakers form a sort of more extended family for me. It is a community I know very well, with traditions, beliefs and behaviours that I know how to perform. As I have grown older and done more Quaker activities that are spiritually based rather than social, I have developed a deeper understanding and feeling about my Quaker faith. Now, both spiritually and socially, Quakerism is a big part of my life and understanding of who I am.		y		I have not identified as a Christian since I was a child. Obviously Quakerism is rooted in and informed by Christianity; however, in my particular Quakerism, I draw spiritual inspiration from many sources, including the Bible and Christian tradition but certainly not primarily. The most significant aspect of Quakerism, for me, is that we are an experiential religion, and the fact that we are not required to adhere to a dogma or even declare ourselves followers of a particular faith is something I find very valuable. I also value the fact that this means anyone, of any faith, can be a Quaker.		Somewhat unimportant		I am still in membership at the meeting I grew up in, despite not having been to Meeting there more than a few times a year for the last 6 years. I consider my membership really to be with Young Friends General Meeting; I feel this is my main worshipping community. I have no idea how many members of YFGM are also in formal membership and I do not think it matters in the context of YFGM. However, I feel that coming into membership of a geographical Meeting can be an important and significant stage in someone's Quaker life - this seems to be borne out in the popularity of the Becoming Friends process which I know often leads to membership. I think that it can reflect a commitment to Quakerism and a particular Meeting, an understanding of Quaker history and processes, and the significance of the Quaker faith in a person's life.		Somewhat important		I think that the main reason for being a spiritual community is worshipping together; this might sound like it should go without saying but it often doesn't feel that obvious. However, from our worship and our central beliefs has grown a huge set of structures and processes which often support the work we need to do as Quakers - for example Meeting for Sufferings may follow a concern that Yearly Meeting has discerned must be followed. These structures and processes also operate at a local level. I don't think that a more than superficial understanding of them is essential for every Quaker; as for Quaker traditions, I think they are formed by our active Quakerism and are continually changing; however I do think that they form a large part of our national Quaker identity. These processes, structures and traditions are some of the things that are unique to us as Quakers in Britain; they do things differently in other parts of the world and other branches of Quakerism; they set us apart even from other Quaker groups in Europe.		Somewhat important		Because I do not think it is possible to experience Quaker worship alone. It is a corporate thing that depends on the presence of other souls. I know of online worship sessions via Skype that have been spiritually satisfying for participants; I also know of Quakers who are not able to attend Meeting and who long for other Friends to visit them so they can participate in Quaker worship. Throughout our history we have gathered to worship, and Friends in other parts of the world travel long distances to be with other Friends to worship. Without a Quaker community we cannot worship; and worship (in whatever tradition) is what makes us Quakers.		I grew up in my local Meeting with other young Friends my age, so this community was very important to me. I attended Holiday School as a teenager where we began to think more about what it means to be a Quaker and the impact we can have on the world, as well as developing our spiritual identities through worship. I attended a few national gatherings such as JYM and Summer Gathering and these taught me a bit more about Quaker structures and processes nationally.		YFGM is my main Quaker group at the moment and has been for the past 5 years. I am also getting more involved in EMEYF and further international Quaker gatherings, and beginning to make connections through those. I think of my Quakerism first as a young British Friend but also as part of a worldwide group.		I stopped going to Meeting regularly when I went to university. I have gone to Sunday morning Meeting less and less over the last 6 years as I have moved around in London.		If I was to settle somewhere for more than a couple of years I might attend Meeting regularly.		When I no longer attend YFGM that will be a big change in my life as a Quaker, but I might become more involved in other ways.		In lots of ways - many of my friends are Quakers, I do many Quaker activities in my spare time including voluntary roles and travel abroad, it is a spiritual home for me and has shaped the way I think about a lot of things. My Quakerly attitudes and ways of thinking, eg. our testimonies, beliefs and non-hierarchical stuctures, influence the way I think and act in all areas of my life, from work to social relationships.		Positive		In my age group there seems to be a slow movement of young Friends out of YFGM or other groups and into Local Meetings. I know some Local Meetings have Young Friends' groups which seem to work well to make young Friends feel more a part of the Meeting but also give them their own space (because we definitely have a different culture from older adult Quakers). This seems to happen organically; I don't know if BYM or Local or Area Meetings could or should do anything to support it. 

Within YFGM we know that there are young Quakers all over Britain who aren't a part of YFGM, but we are the only national group that serves our age group. We know that YFGM needs to do better at outreach to young Friends who have just reached 18 so stop attending summer schools and link groups, but it seems very difficult. Also, some young Friends don't want to or can't attend YFGM - but is there anything else to keep them engaged with Quakerism? For example, we have very few Scottish YFs attending YFGM, probably because they are mostly held in England, but we know that Scottish YFs have thriving connections of their own within their geographical area.				Jenny				McCarthy				skullduggery_in_ilyria@hotmail.co.uk				5689		4/10/16 22:03

		25		1		Parents																										Every week		About once a month		National events (e.g. Children and Young People’s Programmes at Summer Gatherings, Yearly Meeting Gathering; Junior Yearly Meeting; Quaker Youth Pilgrimage; etc.)		Regional events (e.g. Friends Southern Summer Events, Holiday School, Summer Shindig; JYF; Teenage General Meeting; etc.)		Local Link groups		Quaker Work Camp Reunions												Occasionally		When I was at university in Manchester I wanted to check out the meeting there, but Mount St was a way from my halls and there was so much else going on, so I virtually stopped going. Then two years when I moved to Didsbury I discovered that the South Manchester meeting was a 5 minute bike ride from my house. I started going and of course was instantly welcomed in. I was unable to go regularly (busy life of a young graduate) but went once every 6 weeks on average, and always brought a housemate or two along! In many ways, it was like coming home. A place of stillness in my hectic life.														Informal social groups of Quaker friends and family										In many ways, I do. I like explaining it to people who dont know much about quakers and I am proud of the values of quakerism. But I still link it very much to my parents and their involvement, and my involvement in social youth events previously. I wouldnt say it is a part of my everyday life by any means.		p		No I wouldnt say that I do. For me, it is a distinct thing and I do not feel connected to christianity more widely. This is probably because I do not believe in God and dont feel religious really - for me the importance of quakerism is all about the community and the social values.		Somewhat unimportant		Being a member is a personal choice but for me you can be an attender and feel just as much part of it all.		Somewhat important				Somewhat important				Hebden Bridge meeting - childhood, teaching me the values. Everyone there are good friends of my parents and when I go back it is like they are all my aunties and uncles who are excited to see me.

Manchester - since starting to attend South Manchester meeting I feel connected to another meeting which is great.

Yorkshire Friends Holiday School - an extremely important part of my youth and has given me some my best friends to date.

JYM - less long lasting socially than YFHS but a good experience being base group facilitator and learning about quaker business decision making.

Workcamp reunion - a very important thing for my parents, again, like Hebden, great to have friends who are in another generation to me.				When I was at university in Manchester I wanted to check out the meeting there, but Mount St was a way from my halls and there was so much else going on, so I virtually stopped going. Then two years when I moved to Didsbury I discovered that the South Manchester meeting was a 5 minute bike ride from my house. I started going and of course was instantly welcomed in. I was unable to go regularly (busy life of a young graduate) but went once every 6 weeks on average, and always brought a housemate or two along! In many ways, it was like coming home. A place of stillness in my hectic life.		Having more of a routine and starting to go out and away less on the weekends - hence having more sundays free to attend!		Right now I am travelling so not rooted in one place. Although I would like to meet some quakers out here in south america!		My values, my social group, my sense of stillness, ability to take a moment, shut down (I am actually awful at this but quakers helps me be a bit better i think!)		positive!																		5678		4/10/16 14:17

		29		0		Parents																										Every week		Occasionally		National events (e.g. Children and Young People’s Programmes at Summer Gatherings, Yearly Meeting Gathering; Junior Yearly Meeting; Quaker Youth Pilgrimage; etc.)		Regional events (e.g. Friends Southern Summer Events, Holiday School, Summer Shindig; JYF; Teenage General Meeting; etc.)								Attended a Quaker School		Informal social groups of Quaker friends and family						Hardly ever		If find it difficult to fit it into my weekends.																								Yes, I don't attend regularly but Quakerism is central to my identity. The testimonies shape the way I live my life and silence mededitation help me too deal with modern living.		y		No. I have never identified as Christian. I don't feel that the Quakerism I was brought up with and the bible can work very well in unison. 



The bible is full of violence and subjugation which I find difficult to accept as part of my religion.		Somewhat important		Without membership weight die out.		Very important		We are a very open religion. It seems sometines like a lack of structure within quite defined Quaker processess. But everything works in that way for good reason.		Very important		Religious Society of Friends.		Summer schools and yearly meetings		No		I stopped attending when I moved. Now back in my home town and reengaging.		I wonder if more meetings would start doing evening meetings. This would be very helpful for those that work unusual hours or have weekend commitments		There had been a lot of discussion about race and Quakerism which seemed to be created by and dominated with white male voices.



As a black quaker this made me feel incredibly uncomfortable and saddened.		Every aspect. My choice of university, degree, career - I work in social action. My friends although not Quakers have simular life views and are mostly activists in their own way. My home is cluttered (of course) but simple and with little television. I also meditate often		Positive		How do we transition from a great calendar for those under 19 to very little afterwards.				Hannah				Turner-Uaandja				h.turneruaandja@gmail.com				5677		4/10/16 12:56

		29		6		Parents						Yes		No		Moved to the area to study at university.		14		My parents applied for my membership on my behalf												Nearly every week		Nearly every week		National events (e.g. Children and Young People’s Programmes at Summer Gatherings, Yearly Meeting Gathering; Junior Yearly Meeting; Quaker Youth Pilgrimage; etc.)																		Occasionally		For the last 5 years I have been working overseas in countries with little or no Quaker presence.																								I would self-identify as a Quaker, though I have not attended meeting in quite a long time (at least 1 year). I guess this is because for me, Quakerism is very much about how I live my life and try to live up to Quaker testimonies in my everyday personal and work life (with failures along the way). But saying this, perhaps I am missing another key part of Quakerism - to worship communally - which affects my ability to claim to be a Quaker in all respects.		y		In the current context where I work, in a country in which various religions are integral to daily life, then yes I would identify as a Christian, rather than anything else. But, I do not feel a strong connection ... I happen to work currently for a Catholic non-profit organization for example, but I do not feel a strong connection with its Christian roots, apart from with the social action that it takes.		Somewhat important		Membership for me shows a commitment to Quakerism which implies stronger identity.		Somewhat important		This is something that I feel is important of course (because it is a matter of identity), but I myself am quite ignorant through my own lack of effort to understand. I think this is partly because I do find it difficult to identify with some of the archaic language associated with Quaker processes (and therefore my reluctance to read more fully and understand the processes). Because I have not been attending Quaker meetings and events for some time, then this is another reason why I am less aware.		Somewhat important		It is important, as with other groups, to have a shared and communal identity. However, I do also think that Quakerism is about going out into the world, associating with other groups - and establishing my Quaker identity in this way.						Reflecting again on the earlier questions, my involvement in Quaker affairs has reduced since I began a career which involves working overseas. Especially in terms of attending meeting for worship and involvement in Quaker groups, my involvement is reduced. But, I feel my involvement with Quakerism as an individual living my life and making my journey in the world has not reduced - and even that my involvement helps drive me and give my life direction and guiding principles.		Working in a country with other Quakers, I would attend meeting.		I cannot think of any.		Quakerism has had a deep (and positive) influence on my life, and in the decisions I have taken at the personal level and with my career. Quakerism has given me a 'compass' which has been guiding.		Quakerism has been positive...while I am not currently much involved in Quaker society, that is not to think that I will not come to be more involved later. And until that happens, I draw strength as an individual from Quakerism.		I wonder if there are other young adults in a similar situation to myself - who are not in a position physically to attend meetings, but still identify as Quakers - and how we can become more engaged in Quaker life from a distance.				Greg				Pearn				gtpearn@hotmail.com				5675		4/10/16 9:38

		34		23		Other (please elaborate below)		As a baby with my parents (who didn't stay), and once when my dad went back when I was a teenager. Later alone.		I moved to Darlington after leaving university to work, and realised that all the things I'd done as a student to fill what I'd begun to recognise as a spiritual hole (politics, theatre, philosophy) had disappeared. My parents had briefly attended when I was less than a year old, and had returned a few years earlier; I went once with my dad to see what it was about but didn't see the point at 15. At 23, I felt a real spiritual hole. Contact with my parents (and walking past Leeds meeting house as a student) meant I knew what Quakers were and thought it might help. I looked up YFGM on the Internet and joined them in Newcastle, then went to my local meeting. It did help.		Yes		No		I joined London West AM after moving to London (was an attender at Darlington LM, but never felt close enough to the meeting to join, and YFGM didn't hold membership). Subsequently I moved to Oxford to do a PhD, so I transferred my membership to Oxford & Swindon AM.		27				Because I'd felt in membership of the society (at least of YFGM) for a couple of years previously, and was welcomed into Westminster LM, which made local membership feel right. (I'd also started working for Quaker Life, but this was a minor barrier if anything: I didn't want to feel that my decision to formally commit had been forced by the expectations of Quakers I met through work!)																																Hardly ever		Partly it's pressure of time (I have a small baby and am trying to finish off the PhD, which is hugely challenging). Partly it's a hangover from burnout when I worked for BYM - worship and work make somewhat strange bedfellows. Partly it's a lack of commitment to Sunday morning starts. I regret the latter.														Informal social groups of Quaker friends and family										Yes, though I'm a little uncomfortable about this given that I've attended meeting only a few times in the past few months. It is, nevertheless, an important part of the way I see the world.		y		Yes, though I'm conscious that my own Christianity (like that of some other Friends) is considered dubiously heterodox by my friends which are members of more orthodox congregations.



I've found myself increasingly attached both to Christian ways of thinking and the person of Jesus as I've spent more time in the Society.		Somewhat unimportant		Because many people are in membership in the letter and not in the spirit, while others are committed and active Quakers who have not filled in the appropriate form (and some of whom see YFGM as their actual spiritual community) I doubt if we would create the system of membership now, if it hadn't been given to us by a relatively-early period.		Somewhat important		Partly because our processes and history give us ballast. Like the discernment process itself, this stops Quakers being quite as flighty as we'd probably be without the discipline. It can also lead to people being excessively attached to the processes instead of the underlying spirit - the dominance of nominations and premises discussions at local meetings are a symptom of this, I think.



In any case, it's difficult to be part of the club unless you understand and at least somewhat appreciate the processes, structures and traditions that your fellow members consider important.		Very important		Because (currently not being actively part of a group) I feel its loss quite acutely. And also because the essence of the Quaker way is a shared seeking after God in worship, and doing this in a Quaker way is fundamentally incompatible with not being part of a community.				Headington LM and circles of Quaker friends are my only current communities. Neither are particularly influential at the moment, beyond providing a gentle encouragement to greater activity. In the past, YFGM, the Friends House staff, the Quaker Life Network, and Westminster, Darlington, and Middlesbrough LMs have been influential.		It breaks your connection with your local (geographic) Quaker groups, which is difficult. I don't think this is unique to young people, except perhaps we do it rather more often than those who are older.		I'm hoping to summon up the energy to get more involved in local and national Quaker activities again.		It's possible that my future religious journey could be walked alongside others, but I expect not.		Quaker worship dug me out of a deep spiritual hole in my mid-20s. I met my wife at YFGM. We were married in meeting, which I still find uplifting and supportive. I spent several (frustrating but rewarding) years working under Concern for the yearly meeting. I've walked several steps along my spiritual journey alongside Friends, and have made several close friends in doing so. I've learned a lot. I've changed as a person.		Hugely positive overall, though there have been specific interactions and experiences which were less so (Quakers also have our fair share of jerks - who'd have thought it?) I do find the bureaucracy hard to handle sometimes.		We need to keep being open about who we are and what we do, if only because people may have been looking for us (or something like us) for a long time without realising that we exist. This applies just as much to young people as it does to older seekers.



I now feel like my opinions on and experience of engagement with young adults aren't as fresh as once they were, so perhaps I can't be more specific than that.				Tom				Nicholls				quakers@tomnicholls.me.uk				5673		4/10/16 2:03

		28		0		Parents						Yes		Yes				19				When I got to University I realised that being a Quaker was an important part of my identity, I wanted to honour that and to commit in some way.										Every week		Every week		National events (e.g. Children and Young People’s Programmes at Summer Gatherings, Yearly Meeting Gathering; Junior Yearly Meeting; Quaker Youth Pilgrimage; etc.)		Regional events (e.g. Friends Southern Summer Events, Holiday School, Summer Shindig; JYF; Teenage General Meeting; etc.)		Local Link groups				Leaveners/Quaker Youth Theatre										Nearly every week		It is a grounding factor in my life. It is a community that I am a part of.																								Yes I identify as a Quaker. It is something that I have always been. I feel rooted by Quakerism, but also encouraged to explore spirituality through my engagement with my local meeting.		y		No I do not. I have never been that sure about Jesus; I think that he must have been a pretty incredible person to have had his story survive for so long, but I have a lot of trouble with the way his story got written up and is used by other branches of Christianity. As for God, I can't comment; that's an experience that cannot be trapped into words.		Very important		I think that any religion needs people to commit to it. For me membership is both about commitment and about confirming a sense of belonging. I live abroad but retain my membership with Craven and Keighley because that is where I feel the greatest sense of belonging.		Very important		Some of those structures and traditions are essentially Quaker; nobody else would approach them in that same way. Furthermore, trying to do business with a group who are unfamiliar with the nature of the process is difficult. The more that members understand about our structures and traditions the better we can expect them to function.		Somewhat unimportant		I know a lot of people who identify as Quaker but who are no longer active within Quaker groups. On a personal level, I need to feed my sense of identity through active involvement.		My local meeting had a huge impact on me - it is a community full of the most interesting and thoughtful people. Other than that JYM had a great impact on me; it was a powerful place that showed me that there were other young people as concerned and spiritual as I was.		Not currently		When I left for university I certainly drifted from the fold, but only for a few months. After a short time it occurred to me that going to meeting and feeling part of a spiritual community was really important to me. Part way through my first year at uni I began to rate going to meeting on a Sunday above going out on a Saturday night. It was during this time too that I became involved in YFGM.		I'm as involved as I can be at the present time. I'm half way through a Masters degree and don't have time to be on any committees. In the future I hope to be a fully participatory member.		No		Quakerism has led to enormous life changes for me. It was through volunteer involvement as an over 20 at JYM that I discovered my interest in working with young people; I am now training to be a teacher. It was on the Quaker youth pilgrimage that I visited two places in which I would eventually live. It was through the Quaker youth book project that I realised my love of writing and editing; I eventually worked a short stint as staff at The Friend. After all that I spent 10 months at the Quaker study centre Pendle Hill, in Pennsylvania; it was here that I met my husband. Our marriage led me to live and study in the USA instead of happily participating in the life of Britain Yearly Meeting.		Overall I have found my experience of Quakerism to have been a pleasant one. In many ways I wish that we were more willing to challenge each other and make each other more uncomfortable. It is only through challenge and discomfort that we grow. 

There have been times when the Society has frustrated me; for example the preoccupation with the future of Quakerism. (My response to which is, if we concentrate on fixing the present the future will take care of itself!) I have also found it to be true that talking about the state of Quakerism is pointless; each meeting has its own concerns, its own flavour, and its own work to do.

I have to admit that I do find the preoccupation with young people off putting as well. I will detail that response further in the next question.		While I agree that young adults might need or benefit from different varieties of engagement, I also find that to be true for most humans. We are all, after all, in the midst of some sort of transition. Perhaps the question we should be asking is not "how can we engage young people?" but simply "how can we engage more people?" or "how can we engage new people?" or "how can we be more welcoming in general?" It is work that needs to be done at a local level.

It has been my experience that older friends have as much to offer me and share with me as people my own age or younger. I don't think that putting a label on friends of a certain age is helpful, we should perhaps instead be focusing on the fact that we are all one society.

At 28 I want to engage with Quakerism as an adult not as a young adult. I want to be seen as an adult peer not as someone younger and therefore different. I don't want to be labeled based on my age. I want my commitment, that came about through examination of my values and experiences, to be valued in the same way as those of both older members and new adult attenders. It saddens me to find Britain Yearly Meeting adopting the term Young Adult Friend, which I have had a similar struggle with here in the USA.				Harriet				Hart				treaclefish@gmail.com				5672		4/10/16 1:21

		31		0		Parents						No												No						Yes, for a while but I didn't have a local meeting to apply to.		Nearly every week		Nearly every week		National events (e.g. Children and Young People’s Programmes at Summer Gatherings, Yearly Meeting Gathering; Junior Yearly Meeting; Quaker Youth Pilgrimage; etc.)		Regional events (e.g. Friends Southern Summer Events, Holiday School, Summer Shindig; JYF; Teenage General Meeting; etc.)		Local Link groups				Leaveners/Quaker Youth Theatre										Hardly ever		The generation gap, it is difficult when the next youngest person is your parents generation and a different stage of life. Meeting for worship is a discipline and I get out of the habit of attending and struggle when I only attend infrequently.



Also Sunday mornings are sometimes difficult for me to attend as I volunteer at an event.								Volunteering at Quaker events (local, regional and national)				Through Woodbrooke programmes		Informal social groups of Quaker friends and family										To someone who isn't a Quaker I would say that I was, to a Quaker I would hesitate to the response. I don't attend meeting regularly and I think that Quakers appreciate the nuance of what being a Quaker means.		u		No. I don't believe that Jesus is the son of God.		Not important at all		I have know lifelong quakers who have never been a member and I have known people that have been in membership and left. Whether you are in membership or not doesn't dictate how much you contribute to the Quaker Community.



I have volunteered for many years at BYM with the under 18s and whether I am a member or not doesn't influence this.		Very important		It is the quaker processes that make quakers different. Understanding why decisions aren't made by voting is important to understanding where quakers have come form.		Somewhat important				Local meeting.		Informal friends that I have met growing up.		It is difficult establishing myself in a new meeting.		finding a quaker meeting that I feel like I "fit into"



I am going to attend the Younger Quaker Worship Group at Westminster meeting but it is a bit of trek for me.		If I found a spiritual place that I felt fitted		Massively. I went to Pendle Hill when I was 18 for a year. I have got friends that know me in a completely different way to those that I have made in other arenas.		Positive. Especially growing up I was accepted for who I was. The adage that "It takes a village to raise the child" was especially true within Quakerism. It was an inter-generational environment and my opinions where listened to just as much as a older more experienced quaker.						Mary				Estall				maryestall@gmail.com				5668		4/9/16 19:03

		29		5		Parents						No												No						I've not yet settled in a place so I haven't felt attached enough to a specific meeting. I could see myself doing it in the future.		Nearly every week		Occasionally		National events (e.g. Children and Young People’s Programmes at Summer Gatherings, Yearly Meeting Gathering; Junior Yearly Meeting; Quaker Youth Pilgrimage; etc.)		Regional events (e.g. Friends Southern Summer Events, Holiday School, Summer Shindig; JYF; Teenage General Meeting; etc.)								Attended a Quaker School		Informal social groups of Quaker friends and family						Hardly ever		I currently live in a town where there is no Quaker meeting.								Volunteering at Quaker events (local, regional and national)				Through Woodbrooke programmes		Informal social groups of Quaker friends and family										Yes, I would say I identify as a Quaker. At the moment I am not an active attender, but I still hold Quaker values which are very much a part of my own identity and I strive to live by Quaker teachings. I look to Quaker friends for advice ( most of my closest friends I met through Quaker events) and I look to advises and queries in times of need or when I want to recentre myself.		y		My family background is Christian Quaker so in essence I am, and I sort of find Christian teachings familiar, but I like the "freedom" of Quakerism and the idea of not having a creed. I like the focus on that of God in everyone, and I would say I believe in God, so if that counts as Christian, I suppose I am.		Somewhat unimportant		I'm not sure how much it adds to one's identity as a Quaker. Perhaps it would feel different if I was a member! It seems that attenders have almost the same involvement as members.		Very important		I think it is important to understand where Quakerism came from and how we function as a society: practically and spiritually.		Somewhat important		I have had periods of not being very involved in Quaker activities and I've missed it. I think it helps to be involved with people of a similar mindset and faith.		FSSE events, this is where I met lots of Quakers my own age and many of them became close friends.				There are no Quaker groups in my area, so I am not actively involved in Quakerism.																										5663		4/9/16 13:01

		26		18		Other (please elaborate below)		A Christian friend		Curiosity		Yes		No		I went to Leeds to study. Prior to this I had no acquaintance with Quakerism. *Please bear in mind I've not been involved with Quaker worship since moving to Lisbon 4 months ago, so some of the thoughts I'm writing below might be a little distorted. Apologies also for the little bouts of silliness -- I don't like typing!		22				Instead of sitting on the fence I wanted to make a a commitment to a disciplined way of life, at least spiritually!												Never																				Never		I live in Portugal.																								Yes but living outside of a Quaker community makes my Quaker identity feel a little threadbare. I value silence and stillness above most things and this has survived the move!		y		Not even remotely -- had I not grown up being forced to go to Catholic mass, I might be a little closer to Christianity. Aspects of the New Testament ring true to me but at the moment I feel very opposed to most established Christian teaching, especially as it is played out here in Portugal. If there had been a liberal Christian community modelled on the early church, I might have called myself a Christian. But I am simply fed up with most established Christian doctrine which flies in the face of what I believe and value about gender, sex, political engagement, intoxication, and personal engagement with divinity.		Somewhat unimportant		I joined to make a commitment for myself, and to further involve myself in the day-to-day life of my community. Arguments about the insignificance of membership are persuasive but I was in need of a least some structure to my life at the time, and still do. Others don't feel the need to make that little marriage. However, when it comes to things like treasurer work, perhaps membership is important. After all, we can't trust those damn heathens to do the job!		Somewhat important		The fact that Quakers still have an active life after all these years is remarkable, thanks to a very well thought-out mechanism. Other co-operative, non-hierarchical groups could easily fall by the wayside. Most seasoned Quakers don't enjoy the elaborate decision-making structures and treat it with a playful disrespect, while knowing it's necessary to get the job done, albeit longer and more painstakingly than if we let Simon or Sarah do all the deciding for us. It makes sense and it works -- probably because it's slightly more tortuous than voting or undemocratic decision-making.		Somewhat important		Can hermits contribute to Quaker life? We should be open to all, but I don't think it's fair for those who irregularly attend to give ministry, drink the coffee and bugger off home. While it's good that many people from many walks of life attend meeting, we can't be a community founded on little more than group therapy. So I am of course in favour of saying "Don't come to us if you're not going to wash the mugs!" and have passive aggressive rotas for all and sundry...		I came to the Quakers at 18 but was convinced (about membership) while part of Berlin meeting, aged 20. In my 12 months there I decided on what it was my Quakerism was not to be, on what it was opposed to, and what kind of positive meeting it could be modelled on: the vibrant and diverse Carlton Hill meeting in Leeds! Berlin meeting had many problems relating to openness and transparency, domination of elders, and 'ghosts in the room'. The latter relates to sheer oppressive weight of memory held by members of the meeting who had lived through Soviet and even Nazi regimes. Obviously I could state the above more diplomatically by saying that my issues with Berlin meeting were culture clash. This is a negative statement about a very positive force in my life -- I hope I don't come across as cynical.		No, although I am in the tentative process of setting up a meeting here in Lisbon. Frustrating to say that it's going slowly, so I'm also vying for the position of 18th supreme patriarch of Lisbon.		I feel a little helpless here but the activities mentioned above are a little comforting.		Yes -- being around more Quakers, or maybe feeling more keenly their absence. However, I am reluctant to set up a meeting here and have it composed only of ex-pats.		Yes -- getting involved with another spiritual group, perhaps, or becoming even more fed up with religious people and more atheist in outlook.		It's very hard for me to say at the moment.		Positive -- I don't mean to sound blunt but I wouldn't have bothered with it for almost a decade if it hadn't. Even in Berlin, while I was feeling dissatisfied with the way my meeting did its business, I still went to meeting and gave my two euro cents, as I value Quakerism.		I think Quakers are great with young friends -- or better put, young friends are the Quakers and there doesn't seem to be much of a separation. I'm not interested in Young Friends stuff but the offer of events has always been there, and I appreciate that openness.				Pascal				Ansell				pascalansell@gmail.com				5661		4/9/16 12:54

		26		18		Other (please elaborate below)		A Christian friend		Curiosity		Yes		No		University		22																																																																																																														5660		4/9/16 12:13

		26		18																																																																																																																												5659		4/9/16 12:13

		23		1		Parents																										Nearly every week		About once a month				Regional events (e.g. Friends Southern Summer Events, Holiday School, Summer Shindig; JYF; Teenage General Meeting; etc.)		Local Link groups								Informal social groups of Quaker friends and family						Occasionally		Busy so don't manage to as much, may be more inclined if more young people also														Informal social groups of Quaker friends and family										Don't really self identify as any religion but so feel a part of the community		u		Probably do but would rarely say it, due to upbringing etc		Not important at all		Quakers are welcoming whether member or not		Somewhat unimportant		Different people get different things from meeting for worship and these can be unique to them		Somewhat important				Holiday school and junior holiday probably shaped my Quaker views. Also have strong group of friends from Quaker youth events				Gone to university. Occasionally do go to my new meeting but less ties to tempt me to go I suppose		Always hope I will become more involved in future but no real factors.				Feel it gave me better moral standings and spiritual wellbeing. Also met some of my closest friends through it which was very rewarding.		Positive. Always enjoyed my involvement and have a lot of respect and pride for the views and actions of Quakers.		More organised networks of young Quakers (18-30) would be valuable as I feel many want this but everyone just sits back and does not organise events etc.				Joe				Daley				joe-daley@hotmail.co.uk				5658		4/9/16 9:22

		25		1		Parents						Yes		Yes				16				My meeting and quakerism mean a lot to me.										Every week		Nearly every week		National events (e.g. Children and Young People’s Programmes at Summer Gatherings, Yearly Meeting Gathering; Junior Yearly Meeting; Quaker Youth Pilgrimage; etc.)		Regional events (e.g. Friends Southern Summer Events, Holiday School, Summer Shindig; JYF; Teenage General Meeting; etc.)										Informal social groups of Quaker friends and family						Occasionally		I work shift patterns and work every other weekend and the weekends I don't work i'm generally away or busy.														Informal social groups of Quaker friends and family										Yes I do. I have been brought up on very strong quaker values and I use them everyday. Despite the fact that I can rarely go to meeting I still use the principles on a daily basis. I think I feel this was due to my upbringing. My parents are strong and supportive Quakers and we were always brought up on those values.		y		I identify as a Quaker much more than a Christian. I guess I still follow some core Christian principles on a daily basis such as the ten commandments but I follow Quaker principles much more.		Somewhat important		I feel you can still follow values without being a member (for instance before I was a member at age 16)		Somewhat important				Somewhat important		I think you can still follow values even if you don't have Quakers around you.				I used to go to Yorkshire Friends Holiday School every year for 8 years and that very much influenced my Quaker values.		I went much less when I moved to university. I used to go every single week when I lived at home but found I was just not able to when I moved away.		When I have kids.		nil		Quakerism has influenced my life completely. A lot of my friends are Quakers and my boyfriend I met through Quakerism.		Positive		I get minimal contact about this but I think if I was able to go to meeting more then I would be able to find out about young Friends events.				Megan				Lynn				megan_lynn@hotmail.co.uk				5657		4/9/16 8:24

		21		13		Quaker friend/acquaintance				I had been to Yorkshire Friends Holiday School (YFHS/HS) that summer, and wanted to get more involved, as well as maintain contact with local friends I'd made.		No																				About once a month		About once a month		National events (e.g. Children and Young People’s Programmes at Summer Gatherings, Yearly Meeting Gathering; Junior Yearly Meeting; Quaker Youth Pilgrimage; etc.)		Regional events (e.g. Friends Southern Summer Events, Holiday School, Summer Shindig; JYF; Teenage General Meeting; etc.)				Quaker Work Camp Reunions						Informal social groups of Quaker friends and family						Hardly ever		Business of university study and social life, the fact that most local friends have left Sheffield to study in Leeds/London etc.														Informal social groups of Quaker friends and family										I partially identify as Quaker, though it depends on the context. (on questionnaires I put atheist, when asked by someone I usually say atheist with Quaker tendencies)		p		No, as someone who doesn't believe in any traditional form of God or deity I feel this would be misleading, so I feel the need to separate my Quakerism from Christianity when explaining myself		Somewhat important		If I was an official member I feel I would have been more involved in local meetings, and therefore many more events		Somewhat important		I feel it's important for Quakerism to maintain certain core tenets at the base level, and obviously it's important for self-identifying Quakers to be at least aware of these (pacifism, value of silence, lack of leadership structures etc etc)		Somewhat important		While one's religious identity is entirely personal and doesn't have any external requirements, I would feel more closely identified to Quakerism if I was more active		Any group where I interact with young friends around my age has had more influence than ones that don't.  HS, JYF, and JYM all influenced me more than work camps, which in turn influenced me more than local meetings.  Being able to talk more openly as someone under 18 to your peers compared to with adults (mostly of your parent's generation or older) means that ideas are shared more equally and comfortably.		Not currently involved with any groups (last year was my final HS) however I'd like to be involved in something with other young adult Quakers in future if time allows (staff at HS, student volunteer at JYM etc.)		Aside from a year in China (where I didn't find any Quakers) I've been in Sheffield all my life		Having children would definitely make me want to strengthen social ties with Quaker friends and families, and reconnect with communities for events etc.		Moving to China perhaps (my degree is Chinese studies) or somewhere remote, or having a busy job leaving me even less free time than now.		A great number of my oldest and closest friends are Quakers, met either through Quaker events or through family friends, and having these people close has definitely influenced my political opinions and general worldly awareness.		Definitely positive, it's something I'd want for my children		none that spring to mind				Joe				Robinson				hey-joe@hotmail.co.uk				5656		4/9/16 1:22

		25		0		Parents						No												Yes		I moved away.		Yes				Nearly every week		Occasionally		National events (e.g. Children and Young People’s Programmes at Summer Gatherings, Yearly Meeting Gathering; Junior Yearly Meeting; Quaker Youth Pilgrimage; etc.)		Regional events (e.g. Friends Southern Summer Events, Holiday School, Summer Shindig; JYF; Teenage General Meeting; etc.)		Local Link groups		Quaker Work Camp Reunions						Informal social groups of Quaker friends and family						Occasionally		I go when I feel the need to connect and to have silence in my life.I have moved around a lot in my 20s so far and always sought out a local meeting whether I'm in Sydney, Hong Kong, Scotland...when I go back home to where my parents still live I try to go to meeting. It is always grounding to be there with familiar faces and family friends. To be honest when I'm settled in a place though I tend to.go less...														Informal social groups of Quaker friends and family										Yes. But it took me a little exploration to do so. My roots are Quaker and my values, and even though I may never attend a Quaker meeting regularly I will always be a Quaker in my heart. I like how open to interpretation Quakerism is and when I have time to explain it to.friend or stranger I am proud to be part of the Quaker community in some way. There are still some.things I struggle to identity with: private Quaker schools, for example, but on the whole I'm.proud.		y		No. I don't relate to the rest of the church and when I do attend services I hate the authority and feeling preached to. I know there are probably Christian stories I hAve been subconsciously influenced by but I don't know many nd feel very detached from biblical.Christianity.		Not important at all		I like the freedom of being.a Quaker and at this age I move around.so.much I couldn't commit to.one meeting.anyway. I also.can't afford to give financially at the moment and I.volunteer my time to so many other causes that I couldn't give time either so I'm.not sure what I'd gain from membership other than being another number for the Quaker tally...		Somewhat important		Because there is an important and interesting history. However it can be quite exclusive to insist on always doing things to the old book.		Somewhat important		My family and Quaker friend a from young Quaker events are a big part of my indent ity but they don't.define me.and actually most of my friends from holiday school etc don't identify as Quakers and if they do we don't talk about it..



My fait		Local meeting: met amazing adults who.treated.Me as an adult and listened to me equally and found exciting opportunities for me.



Holiday school: very social and regional network to sustain friendships and.hAve an.identity forming network outside of school.



JYM and Link Group: more spiritual than holiday school which had some impact and also Learnt facilitation skills I still use.		No.		As I.said I think it I had a big impact but it also helped to connect with the wider Quaker community.		If i have children Or get a job with Quakers somewhere.		No.		It's difficult to separate but Quakers threads throughout my life and my life choices. I am an activist allie of sorts and work both formally and voluntary in social justice and.environmental Change. I have found a partner who went to young Quaker events and although do not identify as a Quaker our core beliefs and.values are very similar.		Positive. I was never told what to believe or.who to be.and.I've.met wonderful people of all ages in different places all over the world.		HAve a non.geographic membership. HAve free places at woodbrooke courses. HAve more.jobs opportunities.in.different locations other than London.				Bridget				Holtom				bridgetholtom@hotmail.co.uk				5655		4/9/16 0:37

		29		5		Parents						Yes		No		I originally became a member of the AM I grew up in. Since then I've moved around a lot for uni, jobs, life.....		18				Because I was ready and wanted to recognise that being a Quaker is an important part of me. And I did it quite young because I wanted to take that step before I left home, in the meeting that had helped me along the way.										Nearly every week		Nearly every week		National events (e.g. Children and Young People’s Programmes at Summer Gatherings, Yearly Meeting Gathering; Junior Yearly Meeting; Quaker Youth Pilgrimage; etc.)		Regional events (e.g. Friends Southern Summer Events, Holiday School, Summer Shindig; JYF; Teenage General Meeting; etc.)		Local Link groups								Informal social groups of Quaker friends and family						About once a month		I try to go as often as I can. It's important to me and being fairly new to this area (3 years!), I really want to put down roots in my LM and feel part of the community. I used to be part of YFGM which sort of provided that connection when I was a little more transient (and younger) but I stopped going about 18 months ago, feeling it time to move on and also wanting to commit more energy to my local meeting instead. But life does get in the way, weekends are busy, sometimes I'm not here and sometimes I just need to sleep on a Sunday morning! I reckon I average once a month at meeting.										Britain Yearly Meeting events/groups				Informal social groups of Quaker friends and family										Yes. I feel that it's a fairly deep rooted identity and set of values that is present even when I've not made it to meeting for a while. It's part of my family, and many of my closest friends and something I feel very comfortable with.		y		No. While there are ideas within Christianity that I associate with, I don't feel comfortable with everything, and am generally pretty non-theistic in my views. I'm a bit washy washy basically. Can't make up my mind.		Somewhat important		It's not essential, and I think that parts of the society take it way too seriously. It's not the only way to express commitment to your faith. However, for me, it is quite an important and symbolic way of acknowledging a commitment and affirming your part in a community. Sometimes it's important to say these things.		Somewhat important		You don't have to understand all the processes to be an active part of your meeting and get great spiritual value and joy form being a Quaker. But we're pretty obsessed with our processes and governance and I think if you're going to dig deeper, get more involved and in particular, follow some of the thing going on in the wider society, and at bym etc, it's useful to have some understanding.		Somewhat important		I feel that the values remain there even if we're not active, but being part of a community can help bring them out, and live them more confidently, passionately, with commitment. And for me, so much about Quakers is about community anyway. Support, respect, equality, learning from each other, helping each other as we grow and develop...		The Quaker Youth Pilgrimage (the FWCC international one) was a complete game changer for me. That's what made me take up membership and is a huge factor in staying a Quaker as an adult. 



JYM was the first big event I went to, and sparked many more. It was so important to meet loads of Quakers my own age at that point in my life.



My local meeting growing up was supportive and nurturing - and we were lucky to have quite a few of us around the same age so didn't feel like the odd one out.



YFGM helped my find my place as an adult and became a family away from home. It was also a much needed solid and loving community at a time when I moved around a fair bit, was early in my career and struggling at times. Through YFGM I also started getting more involved with BYM stuff too, which helped broaden my horizons and feel more part of the whole national Quaker community		My local meeting is very important to me, as a community and key part of my identity here. And I'm getting married this year, having  a Quaker wedding in my meeting, which really affirms this sense of support and family.		I had a hiatus at university - I just got involved in other things, didn't make it to meeting and didn't have many free weekends to go to things like Yfgm (I only did that after uni). Moving meetings is hard. It's like having to work your way into a new family. Everyone knows each other, every meeting has it's own character and dynamics, and wherever yo go, you get pounced on as a new young person, which can be a bit scary.		I think I'm on a steady path to becoming increasingly involved on different levels, and I imagine that this will continue		I think for me it would be more a case of life getting in the way and pulling all my energies onto other things, than deciding to be less involved. I imagine I will always be a Quaker		So much. It's influenced my work, the issues I feel passionate about, my friendships. It's quite hard  to imagine who I'd be without it thought because it's all very intertwined.		Positive		I think there's often lots of worry about young Quakers moving away from the society. Just give us time. Make sure there area welcoming spaces when people venture back in (I really appreciate the work that's gone into making young adults feel at home and supported at bym). Encourage people not to pounce on us as soon as we walk into new meeting houses (good recipe to put people off) but make us feel like equals rather than a rare species. Bring people together via issues that bring our Quaker values and identities to life - so people can join in no matter where they are on their spiritual journey or how 'quakery' they're feeling right now.																5653		4/8/16 17:56

		31		0		Parents																										Nearly every week		Occasionally				Regional events (e.g. Friends Southern Summer Events, Holiday School, Summer Shindig; JYF; Teenage General Meeting; etc.)		Local Link groups														Nearly every week		YFGM is why I have returned and maintained an active life with Quakers as an adult. It has helped me meet many like-minded people who I feel inspired to live out my quaker values, it has helped me voice what quakerism is to others, and has also encouraged me to get involved in things like YALP. I also worked for 3 years as a children's worker at Glasgow Quaker meeting, which meant that I had to be at meeting on sundays, and feeling i was a valued part of that community also made me want to maintain involvement with Friends. I am now a Warden at Reading Quaker meeting house, with another young adult friend (who I first met at JYM!) and again, I feel nurtured by being a valued part of a quaker community.		Young Friends General Meeting												Informal social groups of Quaker friends and family										Yes. I am still not a member. (having being raised as a quaker, I have never felt it necessary to join) but i recently made the decision that I would like to apply for formal membership, after leaving a job in teaching, and starting work as a warden in a new town where I didn't really know many people, the community of Friends and attending meeting for worship there has led me to feel that I am in exactly the place I need to be, surrounded by the 'right' people, and i feel I need to make the commitment to quakerism, and would now introduce myself to strangers saying, "I am a Quaker" as opposed to what I used to say, "my parents are Quakers".		y		I wouldn't often say I'm Christian… unless I'm speaking to other Christians, or to others about faith in general, in which case I would describe quakerism as being rooted in Christianty.		Somewhat important		I am still not a member, despite identifying as a quaker, although I feel I want to make a commitment to join now… but this came as a result of being very tired, having just driven from Glasgow to Reading the evening before, starting work as a warden early on a sunday, and attending a meeting for worship that was all about life journeys and acting out values, and realising that I needed to, wanted to, was ready to make that action, and not just the words of being a quaker… I may not have changed my mind if that experience hadn't happened...		Somewhat important		Courses like YALP have helped deepen my understanding of what quakerism is, and why it is, and what value it has in the world, Roles like clerking, overseeing, and trusteeship in YFGM have helped me learn the beauty, and value behind the way in which quakers structure decision making and the wider organisation… without understanding these things I wouldn't appreciate the depth of what quakers have to offer the world.		Very important				Parents, Bonskeid family weekend (Scottish Friends), NYFSG (summer school for scotland and n england), JYM, Glasgow local meeting, YFGM, Woodbrooke, YMG in York and Canterbury, Jordans Quaker meeting, Reading Quaker meeting… All of these things have helped develop my understanding of what quakers are, and deepen my identification as one… I couldn't say any more than any others as they have all had significance at different points growing up...		See above answer...		Going to University led to me attending my local meeting in Glasgow a little more (it was a chance to see my parents, and have some time to reflect and value a bit of stillness), and meant that I found a great deal of support from attending YFGM (lots of others in a transient phase of life, and chance to see lots of others meetings around the country)		I'm currently already very involved… I work as a warden, am getting involved with the local children's committee, am an outgoing overseer and incoming finance trustee at YFGM. To be more involved I'd need to fill in a 'yellow' form and do stuff nationally I guess… I may do this when I'm finished at YFGM		taking on too many roles?!		It has given my the strength to leave a job that was making me unhappy (teaching in a school that was in direct contrast with my quaker values), and instead pursue a life more suited to what makes me happy (doing various jobs part time - like wardenning - and pursuing a career as a ceramicist - my biggest passion!) This is because of all the people that I have met through my quaker interactions and who have supported such otherwise socially unusual choices!		positive - answers thus far should help explain why!		Continue supporting things like YFGM, YALP, developing links between CYP activities, programmes at BYM, (JYM was a particularly special experience to be a part of - keep doing this!!!) etc. I've not got any new ideas, sorry, but I've benefitted pretty fully from lots thats being done, so I guess, its about getting more people to be as involved in as many of the things you're already doing… I think this happens through the "loose ties" and friends made in communities...				Cáit				Gould				caitgould@gmail.com				5650		4/8/16 16:56

		29		0		Parents						No												Yes		I haven't been involved with the Quakers recently		Yes				About once a month		Occasionally		National events (e.g. Children and Young People’s Programmes at Summer Gatherings, Yearly Meeting Gathering; Junior Yearly Meeting; Quaker Youth Pilgrimage; etc.)				Local Link groups								Informal social groups of Quaker friends and family						Occasionally		Part of young Quaker community																								Not really - I'm not sure I believe in God any longer, although spirituality is still important to me		n		No - I don't really believe in most of the Christian stories or identify with the importance if Christ or the resurrection		Somewhat unimportant		One of the things I like about Quakerism is its flexibility and lack of being a formal religion where you have to sign up to certain things		Somewhat important		Because understanding of working in consensus is important. Within a loose structure shared values and clear understanding of how things work is important. I have found Quaker organisations frustration when a pretence of no hierarch had masked very rigid hierarchy - it would have been simpler if this had been more clearly defined so it could have been discussed.		Somewhat important				Young people yearly meeting 

Emeyf 

Discussion group at local meeting				Working for qcea made me feel disillusioned with Quakerism. I haven't been much involved since. I found emeyf inspiring.		Yes I have been considering it, but sundays are tricky and I haven't found another time when Quakers in bristol meet		Approach and nature of local meeting makes a big difference.		Work - started off my work in politics. Taught me ways of working by consensus that I have used ever since. Still feel spiritually connected with Quakerism even though not active. That if God in everyone and live adventurously still core to how I try to live my life.		Mixed. Young people yearly meeting, QUNO summer school, emeyf, eappi all very inspiring and positive. Working at qcea deeply frustrating and nut easy to influence change. L		have meetings at other times - not just sun mornings. More oversight of Quaker bodies and mechanism for dealing with concerns raised.				Anya				Whiteside				anyawhiteside@yahoo.co.uk				5648		4/8/16 15:54

		25		20		Alone				Curious about the style of worship, was looking for a place to explore my faith.		Yes		No		It covers the Meeting I started going to whilst at university, I've stayed in the same town since then.		24				I wanted to make my commitment to Quakerism clear to both the Meeting and the wider world. I also was beginning to explore my faith in greater depth and I genuinely thought it was a good idea, but I shouldn't have gone ahead because I don't identify as a Quaker any longer.																																Nearly every week		I'm currently studying part-time whilst working full-time so some weekends are little busier than others, I try to make it to two MfW a month. Sometimes it's more if I'm on the rota for things.



Whilst I like the silence of Meeting, I'm finding greater fulfilment at a nearby CofE church. In the short time I've been there I've noticed a greater growth in my spiritual life that never occurred at MfW - I often don't think I'm politically active enough to be a Quaker as that seems to be the main focus. Also I think God is calling me to ordained ministry, so I've been avoiding MfW partly because of that.																								Not really, but if you'd asked me before last October I'd have said yes. Quakerism is still important to me and I still talk about Quakerism with people I know (especially people who are perhaps looking for something faith based but are more turned off from traditional religious structures). But I more strongly identify as a Christian. Before last October it was a Christian Quaker, but the Quaker part has been dropped as I've found it increasingly hard to reconcile the two.		n		See above. The Christian part is something I only regained comfort in last year, but it has become a hugely important part of my identity. I struggle because British Quakerism (and my Meeting) often lacks what I need in terms of hearing about God and using that language, I feel increasingly out-of-place and unusual. I often worry that I'll make others uncomfortable because I'm a Christian, even ignoring Ministry in a Meeting because of it. 



I was never particularly fussed by liturgy, hierarchy or sacraments when I was in the church as a child, I can find God in worship like that, just as I find him in silence. I'm starting to see Quakerism as a step on my faith journey and it'll always be important to me, silence will always be important but I need something that I can't find here.		Somewhat unimportant		Perhaps a few years ago it might have seemed more important, but as attenders can fill roles and attend business meetings I'm not so sure it matters any more.		Somewhat important		Quakers have a lot of aspects that are unique. I think it is helpful to have some knowledge of how it works. It was taking a 'Becoming Friends' course that helped me reach the decision to apply for Membership and more solidly commit to my Quaker identity.		Somewhat unimportant		Whilst it helps to be with others who share you style of worship/faith - certainly feels less lonely - I don't think you have to be an active part of a group/community.				N/A		N/A		No.		As my involvement increases in the CofE I'd like to be able to lay down some of the things I'm involved with at my Meeting. That'll probably happen towards the end of next year. If I really am being called to ordained ministry then I suspect my involvement with Quakerism will be gone entirely, except at an inter-faith level (and on those rare days when I might be able to get to a MfW if I'm not a parish priest anyway).		It has given me friendships with a lot of very interesting people (although all of them are old enough to be my parents or grandparents, despite being a student town I'm one of a few young friends at my Meeting and one of the only regular attendees). It gave me a spiritual home when I didn't know what I was doing with my faith any more, it allowed me to become closer to God but in an environment that felt safe. I think it's helped me to feel that God is closer to me, I don't tend to feel like He is far away and I think you can find Him just about anywhere if you look hard enough.		Positive. Until last summer I hadn't felt that I would ever feel like I didn't belong in the Society any more. I'd hoped to take the Young Adult Leadership Programme, I'd hoped that one day I'd be able to serve as an elder or an overseer (or both), I was going to be more involved in our business meetings at all the levels available to me. 



I think Quakerism is really good, but it isn't right for me any more. I still love the silence, I still love the actual MfW but I don't feel part of the Society, my Christian identity prevents that for me. Quakerism taught me to follow the leading of the Spirit and that is what I'm doing, it just seems that it is leading me away from Quakerism and into a new place. But that's okay.		Not a clue, I'm probably not the best young person to ask as I've never really engaged with the wider society or minded too much that I'm a rare young person at my Meeting.																5647		4/8/16 15:31

		27		10		Parents						No												No						Didn't come to the UK until I was in university, and haven't felt grounded in a particular place. In part this is because I have moved around a lot, and also because my identification feels more national.		Hardly ever		About once a month		National events (e.g. Children and Young People’s Programmes at Summer Gatherings, Yearly Meeting Gathering; Junior Yearly Meeting; Quaker Youth Pilgrimage; etc.)										Attended a Quaker School								Hardly ever		It doesn't fit into my life schedule. Sunday morning in particular I want to stay in bed and relax after a working week and a busy Saturday.



Nor have I found a meeting that I like the feeling of enough to go regularly.		Young Friends General Meeting												Informal social groups of Quaker friends and family										Not right at this moment. I identify strongly with Quakers as a social & movement group (and align with many of its aims & passions), but I am increasingly distant from the parts that make it a religious society, not a secular one.		n		No. I do not believe in God or as Christ as anything other than a historical figure.		Somewhat unimportant		Identity is about social closeness and interactions. Going through a formal process is only a minor contributor to that.		Somewhat important		Mutual understanding aids mutual identity. If there is no mutual understanding, identity is fragile.		Somewhat important		Varies by person. It renews a sense of identity with each action and interaction.		YFGM mainly - it is/was a community of people focused on working together, challenging themselves and constantly renewing their shared identity.		YFGM, a bit - see above		I haven't been linked to a specific meeting, nor felt a strong obligation to be involved - since my involvement has not being tied down to geography or familial connection.



However it has also given me a clearer picture of the major differences in understanding between Quakers in different places.		Maybe. I'm not sure. I am not sure I can resolve the tension in it being a community with religious aims.		Yes. If I continue to be uncomfortable with the religious aspects		It has led me to volunteer more, to act more, and to listen more. It has determined where my passions lie, the friends I have and many of my interests.		Positive, though sometimes very conflicted.		It largely fails to have 1:1 conversations with young adults, which are the cornerstone of involvement.																5646		4/8/16 14:54

		22		4		Grandparents						Yes		No		I moved house		16				I felt I was part of the Quaker family										Never		About once a month		National events (e.g. Children and Young People’s Programmes at Summer Gatherings, Yearly Meeting Gathering; Junior Yearly Meeting; Quaker Youth Pilgrimage; etc.)		Regional events (e.g. Friends Southern Summer Events, Holiday School, Summer Shindig; JYF; Teenage General Meeting; etc.)										Informal social groups of Quaker friends and family						Occasionally		I'm currently at university and there's just too many other things going on at the weekends.														Informal social groups of Quaker friends and family										I do identify myself as a Quaker, as I feel I uphold the values in my day to day life.		y		No I don't identify myself as a christian, because I struggle with how some Christians are too extreme		Somewhat important		I don't think it's a necessity as being a Quaker I feel doesn't need a label. However, to withhold a Quaker body I feel it is very important.		Very important		The history of how Quakerism began I feel is very important, as it's how it all began.		Somewhat important		I feel it is important to mix with other Quakers to talk and enjoy time together. But in certain times of life it's difficult to do this with other commitments		Summer Shindig as I attended it from the ages of 11 - 16, which are very influential years! I made so many great friends whom I'm still in touch with, we had such fun. This week was the one I looked forward to the whole year!		Not at the moment, as I don't attend meeting enough or see my Quaker friends enough due to distance		Since being at university my involvement has definitely decreased		Moving to a bigger place where there are more young Quakers, then I suppose when I have children		If I was to live in a small area, or when I'm travelling		I have made many friends through Quakerism. My past relationships with Quakers has definitely influenced the way I am, in terms of how to think and cope with different situations. 

I have also volunteered for a few Quaker events		Positive, It's given me an inspiring way to think about life		I know there are lots of young groups, I suppose more of these as they are great! 

Local area meetings could do more, making them accessible to young people				Laura				McQuillan				lauramcq@hotmail.co.uk				5642		4/8/16 12:50

		25		3		Parents						Yes		Yes				25				Because I finally felt like it was time to do so. I felt comfortable joining in the knowledge that if it ever felt not-right, I could revoke my membership; it's not about life-commitment for me.										Hardly ever		Never		National events (e.g. Children and Young People’s Programmes at Summer Gatherings, Yearly Meeting Gathering; Junior Yearly Meeting; Quaker Youth Pilgrimage; etc.)										Attended a Quaker School								Occasionally		I work most Sundays, and currently don't feel moved to attend meeting when I have a Sunday off.														Informal social groups of Quaker friends and family										Yes, Quakerism is an important part of my wider life. At the moment, my Quaker identity if fairly dormant as - after years of active work as a Young Quaker, voluntarily, personally and professionally - I'm exploring new paths and projects that are non-Quaker. Quakerism isn't in my day-to-day at the moment, and that feels okay, and like it doesn't weaken my Quaker identity or sense of belonging: Quakers will always 'be there'.		y		No, not at all. I feel extremely uncomfortable at the idea of that.		Somewhat unimportant		Quakerism to me has come through my experiences and friendships, not through my 'signing-up', so I like to think that others could have the same accessibility without feeling pressured to commit with membership first.		Somewhat important		To help people feel part of the history and practice of Quakers.		Somewhat unimportant		Be active, be inactive, isn't that the beauty of Quakerism? A spirit of 'give what you can, with what you have', and if that's nothing, at a particular moment, that's okay?		Junior Yearly Meeting as an 18 year old - I think the CYP team do important work helping young people to connect with their spirituality, without a 'right and wrong' mantra.		Friends and social groups.		Not at all.		Becoming directly involved with a Quaker project.		Exploring a different spiritual path.		Too large a question to answer! Quakerism has influenced my life massively - friendships, relationships, education, social life, exploration of spirituality, activism, volunteering, exploring my path in life with others - the whole lot.		Positive! Quakerism has given me a space to explore my spirituality, and a host of friends and peers I can do that with. I value that very highly - I'm not sure who else of my non-Quaker friends have that, without being part of a 'Church' (which I don't consider Quakers to be, though we maybe are technically).		If it wants to keep young adults engaged with Quakerism, the Religious Society of Friends needs to put some more resources - events, structures - into engaging young adults (led by young-adults), rather than leaving the whole job to YFGM, which is a rather insular - if welcoming - organisation.																5639		4/8/16 12:28

		26		0		Parents						No												No						yes, i have just applied- as this is the first time in my adult life that i have felt part of a meeting and able to apply.		About once a month		About once a month		National events (e.g. Children and Young People’s Programmes at Summer Gatherings, Yearly Meeting Gathering; Junior Yearly Meeting; Quaker Youth Pilgrimage; etc.)		Regional events (e.g. Friends Southern Summer Events, Holiday School, Summer Shindig; JYF; Teenage General Meeting; etc.)		Local Link groups								Informal social groups of Quaker friends and family						Every week		I am now a Resident Friend at a meeting so attend every week. Before this I attended a different meeting occasionally.														Informal social groups of Quaker friends and family		Work for a Quaker organization								I have always self-identified as a Quaker, having attended all my life it feels a core part of my identity, and has made a big impact on my values and life choices.		y		I beieve in God, which I guess makes me a christian. I find it hard to use that term to describe myself though due to all of the things that are done int he world in the name of christianity.		Not important at all		I have always felt like a quaker and have never been in membership, it actually just feels a bit decisive to make a distinction between members and attenders.		Somewhat important		I am still getting g my head around the different quaker roles (e.g. elder and overseer) and how they function within a local meeting. 



There are some traditions that I think are very important, such as QF&P and holding a meeting. I also think MfWfB can work exceptionally well when everyone has a clear understanding of the process, and is incredibly vauable to local meetings.		Somewhat important		It is important to me to stay connected and attend meeting regularly, but I don't think that everyone needs to stay active. I like the fact that others drop in and out, just as I have at different parts of my life.		Local meetings- getting to know quakers of different ages, and being part of that community

Area meetings- to connect to quaker ideas and decision making

Southern summer school and senior conference- to connect with other Quakers of a similar age and have the chance to explore and discuss quakerism. And seeing many of the same people year after year. 



Paul Levy and Simon Best also did workshops on something around spirituality and identity as part of a fellowship which were at a good time for me to explore these issues.		my local meeting- being part of a diverse quaker community.

working for QPSW- living out my faith through work.

Younger QUaker worship group- being able to explore issues connected to quakerism with others of a similar age.		moving to a different meeting for university was tough- suddenly being part of a meeting where nobody new you. This led to me not attending very regularly for a number of years.		i don't think I could be more involved! I work for quakers, I live in a quaker meeting house and attend every week, going to business meeting and area meeting when I can.		I have a son, and if I need to be out of meeting with him in the children meeting and I don't feel that this offers us anything spiritually then I may not attend until he is old enough to go to meeting alone and at least one of us can get something spiritually from attending.		all of my life, Friendship and relationships. Where i went to university, my jobs, my witness in my life (changed over th years but has included campaigning against nuclear weapons, working with asylum seekers and refugees, campaigning for climate justice.

Quakerism has been a constant in my life, and the values and understanding of the world gained through attending meeting through my childhood have stayed central to me and my life choices.		positive.						Maya				Williams				maya.m.williams@gmail.com				5637		4/8/16 11:44

		29		0		Parents																																																Hardly ever		Sunday mornings not best time for me - with shift patterns and social life. Would definitely go more if there were evening meetings, midweek or Sundays locally								Volunteering at Quaker events (local, regional and national)						Informal social groups of Quaker friends and family										Unsure. Due to work commitments and general busy life haven't been able to get as involved in Quaker events recently, and after a negative interaction with a some older Quakers has definitely put me off a little. I would like to be able to interact more regularly in local Quaker circles but Sunday morning meetings just aren't compatible with my work patterns.		u		No, definitely not.		Somewhat unimportant		As being a part of a local Quaker meeting hasn't been part of my Quaker identity for over 20years. I would like to be, but unsure this will happen anytime soon, and so currently see membership as entirely irrelevant to me.		Somewhat important		I think it has its value, but the core part of Quakerism is the testimonies and this is the only really important thing.		Somewhat important		It's difficult to identify yourself as a Quaker without it - I see Quakerism as more a way of thinking and interacting with other people and the rest of the world than a religion.				Volunteering for U19 projects, either locally or nationally. There's a different kind of energy from the young people and the adult volunteers compared to other Quaker groups. It's more vibrant and passionate, and powerful to be a part of.		Moving hasn't affected my involvement that significantly, I'd say it's more the change of lifestyle which comes with growing up, being a student and then working which has had the biggest impact.		If I had more free time. Currently very disillusioned by Quaker committees and general organisation. Feel the society as a whole needs to embrace younger attitudes and modern life before - more non-Sunday meetings etc. Also think lots of older Quakers need to actually think about how they act out the testimonies in their lives.		If the society continues along the same path I would imagine this will inevitably happen, as its a struggle to be too involved given other pressures in life and it's rigidity. Also lack of welcoming/understanding from many older Quakers in committee roles		Have had some fantastic experiences within Quaker communities - mostly at U19 events as young person or adult volunteer. Have met some fantastic inspiring individuals, and through the years have made many valuable friends who feel more like family.		Generally positive - of the part that I encounter regularly. Of local and area meeting organisations - generally poor. And this is why I do not go to meeting and do not get involved with local events.		More non Sunday morning meetings please! And encourage interaction? Maybe non meeting based membership??				Lailah				Peel				lailahpeel@gmail.com				5636		4/8/16 11:11

		26		0		Parents						Yes		No		Got a job there.		16				Because I grew up in it and felt like Quakers was the church I belonged in.										Every week		Occasionally		National events (e.g. Children and Young People’s Programmes at Summer Gatherings, Yearly Meeting Gathering; Junior Yearly Meeting; Quaker Youth Pilgrimage; etc.)		Regional events (e.g. Friends Southern Summer Events, Holiday School, Summer Shindig; JYF; Teenage General Meeting; etc.)										Informal social groups of Quaker friends and family						Nearly every week		I've been going along to my wife's church quite a bit recently because the minister is leaving and she's a superhero of mine so I wanted to hear her preach while I could, but I'll be going to MfW more regularly now she's left.		Young Friends General Meeting						Volunteering at Quaker events (local, regional and national)						Informal social groups of Quaker friends and family						Other (please specify)		I work for the Fellowship of Reconciliation, so loads of our members and the groups we meet with are Quakers - we work with QPSW a lot.		Yes.  Because I feel like their testimonies are brilliant, and the accounts of experiences of God in Q F&P really speak to me. 



However, I feel a bit jarred identifying as a Quaker when people then ask if I'm a Christian, which I've just seen is quite fitting given the next question.  I'm increasingly feeling uneasy at Quaker gatherings about saying I'm a Christian, which is making identifying as a Quaker a bit hard at the moment I think.  Quakers are getting too anti-God.  



I think I'm getting to the point where, given that "I'm a Quaker" is often followed with "are you a Christian?", which like I say I find frustrating and extremely upsetting, I might soon move to just saying I'm a Christian and not mentioning being a Quaker.  I think this is because I find the idea that people don't associate Quakerism with Christianity particularly disturbing because, to me, it is a really good example of what the Church can be so should be used to draw people in - evangelise, even - but people aren't seeing us as a church any more.		y		Absolutely.  



Errrr, I feel this way because I believe Jesus was the son of God?  I'm not sure how to answer that.		Very important		It shows a commitment.		Somewhat important		I think the decision-making process and business method are really good and something to be proud of, and I think it would empower people to get more involved if they knew their voice really made a difference.		Somewhat important		Because I think a lot of Quakerism is how we interact with others and it's helpful to learn that in a Quaker setting, where people understand the peculiarities, before taking it out into the unsuspecting world.  It's also important to be in communities of faith with people who share an experience, to strengthen each other.		Senior Conference really shaped me I think.		QPSW		I had to choose to find a meeting rather than just going along with my mum.  I sort of had to decide to renew my commitment I suppose.  Changing meetings really felt like re-affirming my faith.		Having a baby, BYM stopping this weird path away from Christianity.		Definitely - if I don't feel like it's a safe place to worship God any more, I will find another church.  



As a gay person, Quakers is the only church where I feel really safe.  But it's not the only place I feel safe - I feel safe at work, in the supermarket, with my friends etc - Quakers are only special in their LGBT-friendliness because they're a church.  If they stop being a church, they're not special any more.  Same with social justice - if we move away from God even more, we're just Greenpeace in sandals and knitted jumpers.



Basically, the Quakers are doing great things, but not that much greater than loads of other groups, and what we're doing is only note-worthy because we're the only Christian group to properly do it.  The state affirms same-sex marriage, and the only reason it's exciting that Quakers do as well is because we're a Church.



Rattling on a bit more (sorry about this), I think it's really important to my marriage.  When we got engaged, we couldn't get married.  We didn't want a civil wedding, we wanted a wedding where we made our commitment before God.  So we had a Quaker wedding, when the law changed, because we wanted a religious wedding.  If Quakers aren't about God, aren't an affirming church, well I might as well have got married in a hotel.  It's special that Quakers do same-sex weddings because we're a church and we're showing that God-given love is equal and not gendered.  If we stop being a church, we're just another institution that does marriages and no more special than the state.		I don't know whether I'd be an activist if it weren't for Quakers, as they showed me what an important part of being a Christian it is to take action against injustice.



I probably wouldn't go to church, either, as growing up in a CofE school put me off church (though I still identified as a Christian, I thought the CofE was...well, you know, homophobic and warmongering).  It showed me what a faith in Christ can look like.		Yes, but I'm finding it really frustrating at the moment and really struggling to keep a positive attitude.



I think I've come across as really grumpy and cantankerous so it would be great to chat about it a bit more, as I'm not always good at expressing myself.		Loads of young adults are going to really conservative churches - we should be trying to get them!  They're interested in social justice and I think there must be a way of engaging them in our social action.  They're not seeing us a church (and many conservative churches, even many mainstream CofE people don't think we're Christians and aren't inviting us to sit on faith boards with them) so won't come near Quakers.



I really think we should be doing more to get those fashionable young Christian Union folks involved.				Emma				Anthony				emma.anthony@hotmail.com				5635		4/8/16 11:01

		30		0		Parents																										Nearly every week		About once a month		National events (e.g. Children and Young People’s Programmes at Summer Gatherings, Yearly Meeting Gathering; Junior Yearly Meeting; Quaker Youth Pilgrimage; etc.)		Regional events (e.g. Friends Southern Summer Events, Holiday School, Summer Shindig; JYF; Teenage General Meeting; etc.)						Leaveners/Quaker Youth Theatre		Attended a Quaker School		Informal social groups of Quaker friends and family						Nearly every week		I get a lot out of both the worship and the sense of community in my local meeting.  I am also the clerk.										Britain Yearly Meeting events/groups				Informal social groups of Quaker friends and family										Yes.  It has always been a part of who I am, and includes a history and an identity that I am proud to identify with (this identity challenges me too, in that I believe that saying I am a Quaker requires me to live up to a certain standard of ethics).		y		I suppose so, but only just.  I identify with the central messages of the Christian bible and experience God in a way which I think sits within the Christian understanding of God.  Had I not been brought up in a christian country, though, I doubt that I would have become a "convinced" Christian.



I certainly believe in that of God within me and others.		Somewhat important		I'm a joiner, and it has made sense for me to stay in membership of the Society of Friends (in different yearly meetings).  I can also understand why administratively it makes sense to have a membership.



I have been moved by stories of Friends for whom the journey into membership has been profound (and may have in fact required them to resign their membership).  I like that we are considering this question seriously and slowly.		Somewhat important		I consider an understanding of (and willingness to engage in) Quaker Business Method to be fundamental to Quaker identity.  Most other structures and traditions could be jettisoned if necessary.		Very important		I think, in theory, it would be possible to have a strong Quaker identity without ever engaging with other Quakers and I wouldn't deny someone is a Quaker because they never went to meeting.  I do think that would be hard, though.  I do think that entering into worship with others is fundamental to how our faith operates, and I find that God's will / the right way forward and other insights come to me often from other people (albeit not always Quakers).



Perhaps my central insight is that Quaker "spaces" - groups, meetings, young friends events, groups of quaker friends - allow me to develop my spirituality, and that it is hard to create a quaker space on your own!		From age 13-16 - attendance at Yorkshire Friends' Holiday School (predominantly fun)

from age 16-20 - going on the Quaker Youth Pilgrimage (intensity of the experience, and forming a group of friends who I have kept in contact with in the 14 years since); 

Aged 20 - 28 joining Young Friends' General Meeting (having a central community of fairly like-minded individuals to share time with when I wasn't involved in a local meeting community)

Aged 28 onwards - my local meeting and the yearly meeting		local meeting - regular worship and communion (in the sense of community!) with a group of local people is wonderful.		fell out of touch with Quaker structures while at University (despite there being a group for quaker students in my town)		I don't think I could be more involved in Quakerism.  I am a local and yearly meeting clerk, and registering officer for my area meeting.		I anticipate being involved in Quakerism for the rest of my life.  The level of my involvement (sitting on committees, helping to organise events, being involved in concerns) will depend on what else is happening in my life.		I met my husband through Quakers.

The majority of my closest friends are Quakers (mostly met on the Pilgrimage or at YFGM)

Quakerism has (I think?) influenced my choice of employment

I wish I had a spiritual home, but alas I think the closest I come is having 8 types of gin in the house.		positive.		I think Quaker engagement with under 18s can be (and is, in many places) absolutely wonderful.

I loved my time at YFGM, though I accept that not everyone has the same experience.

there's a bit of a falling off point between those two experiences - when I had a role on YFGM Outreach we were aware of this and tried to reach out to make the jump between u-18 events and yfgm less of a problem.				Siobhan				Haire				siobhan.k.haire@gmail.com				5634		4/8/16 10:42

		22		0		Parents						Yes		Yes				21				I felt that I had experienced enough different meetings and gatherings of other faiths to know that I felt comfortable and true being a Quaker.										Every week		Nearly every week		National events (e.g. Children and Young People’s Programmes at Summer Gatherings, Yearly Meeting Gathering; Junior Yearly Meeting; Quaker Youth Pilgrimage; etc.)		Regional events (e.g. Friends Southern Summer Events, Holiday School, Summer Shindig; JYF; Teenage General Meeting; etc.)		Local Link groups		Quaker Work Camp Reunions						Informal social groups of Quaker friends and family						Occasionally		When I was at university I was busy on Sunday mornings. Now I am often busy on every day except (or including) Sunday so it is my lie-in day!																								Yes. I agree with the majority of the Quaker testimonies and advices on how to live; I feel very comfortable in Quaker meetings and have made countless friends through Quaker events; I try to live my life as a Quaker and am happiest when I feel that I am succeeding in that endeavour!		y		No. I believe that 'Christian' is a term used for believers of Jesus being the Son of God, and following his teachings through life. I don't believe in Jesus as the Son of God, and only follow his teachings as much as anyone who tries to be kind to others, respectful of the environment etc. etc. I know that Quakerism started as a Christian sect, but I don't think modern Quakerism relies on the bible and the teachings of Jesus half as much as it once did. I don't believe in 'God' in the way that Christianity teaches (trinity) and see the bible as a useful guide to living like many books, both religious and secular in nature, can be.		Somewhat important		Personally, I feel like I have now made a commitment to my faith having become a member. As I grew up within a Quaker family I hadn't had a very good chance to 'find my own way' to what I believe in, so the path to membership was rather like that for me- it gave me the opportunity to really think about what I thought and if I really did identify as Quaker, or if it was just the thing I was used to. I believe that membership will feel more or less important depending on how you came into Quakerism.		Somewhat unimportant		Feeling Quaker definitely can be possible without any understanding of processes, structures and traditions, because I think it's a very internal, personal thing; you can live like a Quaker without even knowing it, if you believe in the testimonies and live your life accordingly. But anything beyond the fundamental feeling- living as a Quaker- would have to be impacted by these things. I think it would be very hard to be completely Quaker without some understanding, mostly because it would be very hard to contribute effectively to business meetings or take any roles in a Meeting if you didn't know how!		Somewhat unimportant		See above about 'feeling' Quaker and 'living' Quaker.		The Quaker meeting that I went to when I was a child definitely influenced my Quaker identity because it was all I knew of Quakers until I was 12 (when I was in the CYP programme of my first national Quaker event). I made some of my best friends at that meeting and it was also a place that I associated with my family, as we all went regularly together, so it linked Quakerism to some of the most important people in my life. I think it is partly because of this that I feel Quakerism is so ingrained in me and my life- I feel inherently Quaker because it has been a major part of my life since I was born! So that Quaker meeting will always feel like home to me. 

The other Quaker meeting that helped form and cement my Quaker identity was Ottawa meeting, which I went to when I was in Canada for 8 months. I felt a similar feeling of homeliness when I went there, and I became more actively involved in that meeting than any other I had been to. It was after feeling so accepted by- and having a real sense of belonging at- that meeting that I decided I was ready to become a member of Quakers in Britain. Being there and being a part of a meeting as a person in my own right (as opposed to someone's daughter at my childhood meeting) made me feel like I really was a Quaker- even on the other side of the world I felt like that was where I belonged! It was around that time that I really started thinking more about what I believed and how I was Quaker. Growing up as a Quaker is quite an easy way in! You aren't forced to think about what you believe and why, you just do. So meeting different Quakers from different places and talking about myself and how I have grown up a Quaker allowed me to explore my beliefs more than I had dome before.		YFGM has served a similar purpose to Ottawa meeting- it is a new group for me and there are lots of people there who came into Quakerism later in life, like at University. I found it really interesting to talk to them about why they became Quakers, and I started to question whether I would be a Quaker if I hadn't grown up in a Quaker family. I think it is around this age (early 20s) that you really start questioning a lot of things in life, or at least look deeper into your own feelings and thoughts, so these kind of chats at YFGM really came at a good time for me. 

Being a part of the team for JYM this year has also helped me examine my beliefs. Thinking about the talks that I might have to have with participants, and planning a session about how Quakerism has influenced my life, has forced me to really try and find some answers! I have been thinking about why I like Quakerism and what it has done for me. All of this thinking has deepened my sense of spirituality and cemented my Quaker belief more strongly.		Like I said earlier, being in Canada and becoming actively involved in the meeting in Ottawa (by which I mean I was on a committee and went to a residential weekend and potlucks and went pretty regularly to meeting) really cemented my sense of being Quaker, and led me to apply for membership once I was back in England.

Conversely, when I went to University I tried the meeting there but really didn't feel very comfortable. It didn't feel homely like the one I had grown up in, and I just didn't feel like I wanted or needed to be there. I was also quite busy and preferred to have quiet time on my own, in my own time, than have to get up early on a Sunday to have meeting with others. I did feel that this lack of direct involvement in Quakerism impacted on my life- I felt like I had lost some belief, or sense of Quakerism, at the end of my first year at uni. It was a bit of a test of faith I guess! It was after visiting my old Quaker friend at the end of first year that made me realise how much I had changed, and that maybe I should think a bit more about my Quaker roots and try and live with the testimonies in mind a bit more. This made me feel more myself, and more happy. Since then I have always tried to look at QF&P regularly, or make sure I have some quiet time to myself, to really stay grounded in my beliefs. I am Quaker, so I am happier when I live like one!		I don't think about the future much....		Ditto		1) Friends- I have made some of my closest friends through Quaker links, either from local meeting or from Quaker events. Many of these friends are people I can go years without seeing but still feel just as close to them as ever when we do meet up, I think this is partly because of the Quaker grounding that we share.

2) Testimonies- I try to live my life constantly aware of the Quaker testimonies of (especially) simplicity, equality, peace and truth. This means that day to day activities, such as shopping, are considered carefully as I think mindfully about the possible consequences of my actions. 

3) A spiritual home- I do feel at home, safe, and comfortable at Quaker meeting, and it often helps me relax and de-stress. I also use Quaker worship practice, and QF+P to help me make decisions, or come to a better understanding of a worrying issue.

4) Fun! The countless Quaker events that I have been to as a child and young person have brought so much fun and laughter to my life. Yorkshire Friends Holiday School was the event around which we planned our summer, always to be looked forward to and enjoyed so much when we were there. Following on from that, being able to help organise and facilitate some events has helped me develop lots of great skills, and has been a really enjoyable and useful experience.		Positive. I feel like a better person when I am being mindful of Quaker practices and beliefs, and when I am around other Quakers. The most obvious time that I felt I had slipped away from Quakerism, I felt like I had changed but not for the better. I felt more close minded, selfish, and less respectful of other people and the environment. I wanted to make the effort to come back to my Quaker roots so that I would feel more positive about myself and make sure I was growing up to become the person I wanted to be.						Ellie				McCarthy				ellie.mccarthy@ntlworld.com				5633		4/8/16 10:26

		30		19		Alone				That's a big one! Because I was interested. I'd heard about their peace testimony and commitment to faith in action. There was a Meeting House on the road I lived in. Seemed to make sense to try it out.		Yes		No		25		25				I felt like I wanted to make a commitment to Quakers. I felt part of that Area Meeting. It felt like a public statement as well, and an indication of my future aspirations to take responsibility and serve this community (since, for example, I have given money monthly to LM when I can, before I didn't).																																Occasionally		Earlier: hangovers; wanting to spend time with my girlfriend (who wasn't Quaker).

Now: mostly being away from home - often on Quaker work.		Young Friends General Meeting		Local Young Friends group										Informal social groups of Quaker friends and family										Yes. It sums up who I am. But I also attend an Anglican church and I will explain this to people if we talk more.		y		Yes. Sorry to be contrary, but I identify as a Christian because I am one. Why am I one? No idea :) Wait yes I do - I think Jesus is awesome. That's pretty much why.		Somewhat important		It's important, but it's more important for me to consider myself a Quaker, and I did that also before I was in membership.		Very important		Because they express who we are.		Somewhat important		I think many people aren't able to participate to Quaker communities actively at different parts of their lives and for different reasons, but they still may identify as Quaker, and be being Quakers out their in the world!				YFGM. It's taught me a lot about community, the importance of getting to know one another, and the Quaker Business Method.		Quite a lot I think. I still don't attend a LM close to me regularly. Admittedly partly because I also juggle with going to church on a Sunday morning, but I mainly do that because I don't think I'm around in London enough to actually feel part of a LM, so I don't go. This is why the Younger Quaker Worship Group has been a great thing for me. Previously e.g. when I was at university, I went much more regularly, I think partly because I knew I'd be there for years, so it made sense to invest in participating.		I feel pretty involved right now! But I think if I wasn't traveling so much I would make sure I was more a part of a LM. Also if I felt like I was going to be living in the same place for a while I would get more involved.		I can imagine if I was in a rural area with only a LM which was very anti-Christian, or very stagnant (sorry not a nice word to describe a group of people, but you know what I mean), then I might not want to be in that community. But equally I do really feel a part of Quakers, so maybe I still would!		In like, all ways! Most of my friends now are Quakers. I've worked for Quakers and that's led to the work I do now (in a peace organisation). It's impact my values and my choices enormously. Most of the activism I do is influenced by Quakers. They've totally changed my life.		Overwhelmingly positive. I feel blessed to have found Quakers early on in life, and want to make sure others can do to!		Better outreach at universities (and other places where young adults hang out e.g. online, because otherwise we'll just keep reaching only educated people)? Better communication between Meetings when young people (or actually, any people) are moving there? 



In general I think better outreach (actually no I don't mean better necessarily, I mean more - I think BYM's outreach is grand already) and increased visibility would reach lots of people of different ages, not just young people. For example reaching a middle aged couple might mean their children hear about Qs...I'm not sure I feel confident in targeting younger adults particularly, just because then they'll come to Meeting, and find they're the only under-60 in a lot of places? Might not be great for them. But having said that one of the main things I loved about going to Meeting during university was having contact with people who weren't just 20! So it's not always a problem.				Hannah				Brock				hannah.brock@dunelm.org.uk				5632		4/8/16 10:18

		34		6		Grandparents						Yes		No		Moved (back) there as an adult		23				I was engaged in my Local Meeting (Glasgow), I was asked by my overseer if I'd considered applying, and it felt right. When I was told that I was accepted, I felt no different at all, which I took as a sign that membership had already happened internally and this was just an external recognition of that.										Never		Nearly every week		National events (e.g. Children and Young People’s Programmes at Summer Gatherings, Yearly Meeting Gathering; Junior Yearly Meeting; Quaker Youth Pilgrimage; etc.)																		Nearly every week		I almost never feel worse for going to Meeting, and I notice that I become less centred, guided and calm if I haven't been to Meeting for a while. Also, I'm an active member (committee jobs) and I have a responsibility to go!																				Other (please specify)		Clerk of Quaker Council for European Affairs



Also, my friendship groups are predominantly Quaker, though we're not organised in the manner of a 'Local Young Friends group'		Yes. I'm a member, Quaker values and ways of working speak to me, I am proud of the good work that Quakers have done and continue to do.		y		Yes. I increasingly value the Christian heritage of Quakers and seek to find the inspiration in that which led to the foundation of Quakerism. It is important that as Quakers we do not lose this.		Somewhat unimportant		Membership is primarily about what is on the inside, and outside recognition of that is secondary. But, making a public commitment can strengthen your (my) steadfastness in continuing to stick with Quakers.		Very important		It's a uniting, shared element of Quakerism whereas a shared belief system is not. It also gives a clear sense back to the core underlying concepts that illuminate our faith (being led by God, doing things not by or for ourselves but as led, the fact that God can speak through all of us and that we shouldn't say things in worship when not led, etc. etc.)		Very important		With all things, we get better as we practice them. We learn from doing and from others, and Quakerism is not an individual religion, but a community one. 

On a more personal note, I have felt most spiritually grounded in those Meetings where I have the strongest and closest connection to other worshippers. A better community means better and deeper quality of worship.		Glasgow LM, as that's where I came into membership. 

YFGM, as that was a really strong community that did Quaker business and community really expertly. 

The Wednesday evening Meeting at Westminster LM, as that was a known 'hub' for younger Quakers in London and so a lot of them/us would go there. 

All these were as a young adult, not a child.		QCEA, because I have to think carefully about what it means to be a Quaker when facing out to the world and the image I want to project.		Lots, as you get to see different ways of 'doing Quaker' and see different Meetings that might be more or less suited to your individual situation/needs.		Having more free time aside from work and family duties. But I'm pretty solidly engaged already I feel.		Having more work and family commitments, or a crisis of faith. I don't expect this second one to happen.		Massively. My friendship groups, my work (I have worked at the Friend and QUNO Geneva), my romantic relationship, the campaigns I get involved in, how I spend my free time are all bound up with Quakers.		Very positive. It has helped make me what I am today. I think I would have gone in the same ethical direction anyway, but Quakerism has helped guide and channel that to a great degree.		Need more on helping young adults transition away from things specially for them and into Local and Area Meetings.				Oliver				Robertson				olijr@yahoo.com				5630		4/8/16 9:39

		30		0		Parents						Yes		Yes				22				I wanted to be counted as a member. I was tired of being a Quaker and having to speak out as a Quaker but not fully included by the community because the Yearly Meeting had 'taken away' my birthright membership (by abolishing it before I was born).										About once a month		Occasionally		National events (e.g. Children and Young People’s Programmes at Summer Gatherings, Yearly Meeting Gathering; Junior Yearly Meeting; Quaker Youth Pilgrimage; etc.)				Local Link groups										Other (please elaborate below)		Monthly Meeting Quaker camp, Monthly Meeting residential weekends.		Nearly every week		It's an important part of my spiritual life.										Britain Yearly Meeting events/groups										Other (please specify)		Serving on Meeting for Sufferings; Writing a PhD about Quakerism; Work on ad hoc groups requested by Meeting for Sufferings.		Yes, I self-identify as a Quaker. I sincerely hope that other people are also able to identify me as a Quaker.		y		No, not usually.

- I don't like being counted in with other Christians. Sometimes I accept the privilege of passing as Christian by using the Quaker label, for example at theological conferences when to confess non-Christianity would be career suicide (if being a Quaker isn't already!), but mostly I would rather stand as different from George W. Bush, the Christian Union, etc.

- I suspect that accepting Christianity, even framed as the authority of the teachings of Jesus without any miracles, means having a man tell me what to do.		Somewhat important		There are some people who are happy to be 'friends of Friends', for whom membership doesn't matter because they aren't committed to the Quaker Way as a whole. However, for those who identify fully as Friends, I think the act of applying for membership and being admitted formally to the community - not just self-identifying as Quaker but being identified as Quaker by others - is very important. I'm afraid I become somewhat irritated with people who want to be Quakers, and are willing to take on responsible roles within Quaker meetings, but can't bring themselves to commit to being publically Quaker by applying for membership.		Somewhat important		Three different things here! To me, Quaker processes - especially Meeting for Worship and Meeting for Worship for Business - are at the heart of Quakerism and to be a Quaker means to participate in them. The details of structures and history may be less important, although a full understanding of Quaker process requires knowledge of the structures within which we are currently working and some idea about how we came to have them.		Somewhat important		It's possible to manage without for a while, but in the end, Meeting for Worship is the core Quaker practice and that requires a community.		I was only really involved in my local meeting on an ongoing basis.		Service at the central level helps to confirm my Quaker identity (I feel valued by the community) in a way which has happened in some of my local meetings, but doesn't always happen in my current local meeting (because I have moved back in with my parents and hence back to a local meeting where many of the long-standing Friends still regard me as a child).		Making a specific choice at university about which local meeting to attend was an important point for me, as was choosing to travel to another local meeting to be involved with their Quaker Quest programme.		If I ever get to retire I'll have more time to do Quaker work! Otherwise, it's hard to see where I would find the capacity to be more involved unless I got a full-time Quaker job.		My local meeting could make a decision with which I profoundly disagree. I might not be nominated to further central work after my current term of service. I might get paid employment not compatible with attending Meeting for Worship or committee meetings.		My PhD would probably be the big one! It's hard to think of anything in my life today which isn't influenced in some way by Quakerism.		Positive - which is not to say that I haven't had negative experiences. This is a big generalisation!		I wish we could be treated as adults, and not talked down to. And given a more dignified term; I may be struggling to find proper work, but I am an adult and have been for over a decade. I've been in membership for nearly that long, too. It took me a long time to decide to answer this survey because I hate being put in the youth ghetto.



Given the social changes which are likely to take place around pensions and retirement, much of the work of the RSoF will need to be reconfigured so that it can be done alongside paid work. 



A man at an Area Meeting once said to me - to my face! - "Normal people your age don't come to Area Meeting." Okay, so I'm a weirdo. Do you want me here or not?				Rhiannon				Grant				rhiannon.bookgeek@gmail.com				5628		4/8/16 9:36

		35		3		Parents						Yes		No		I moved to Sussex from London for work,  met my wife and settled in the area		30				I felt that becoming 30 was a significant milestone and I wanted to mark it by committing myself to my beliefs and stand up and be counted as a Friend (in a way that outsiders could recognise when exploring the Society of Friends for any reason)										Nearly every week		Hardly ever		National events (e.g. Children and Young People’s Programmes at Summer Gatherings, Yearly Meeting Gathering; Junior Yearly Meeting; Quaker Youth Pilgrimage; etc.)		Regional events (e.g. Friends Southern Summer Events, Holiday School, Summer Shindig; JYF; Teenage General Meeting; etc.)		Local Link groups								Informal social groups of Quaker friends and family						Hardly ever		I work 6 days a week,  giving me just 1 day to fit all else in																								Yes. And proudly so.  Because I have gained my moral compass via Friends and that is what makes me the adult I am today		y		Not really,  mostly because other people tend to associate that with studying the bible,  singing hymns in church etc.  That is not me		Not important at all		There is that of God in everyone.  Whether a member or not.  In fact,  in many ways membership is most unquakerly		Somewhat important		It helps me understand what to do when working with other Friends on a committee or project		Somewhat unimportant		It is good to be part of a community of like minded people,  however it is probably not necessary to living through the Quaker Testimonies		YFGM- it kept me involved with Friends in my teens. 

Local meeting- gave me a sense of Quaker community		Local meetings and friends I made via YFGM/summer school on Facebook.  It is because I have a personal connection to these people and I can understand them and their point of view		Depending on busy-ness and ease of access to meeting I did indeed try to get to meetings in new areas.  I found that it gave me an instant community to plug into wherever I went. Quite the preventative for loneliness!		If I had more free time,  eg retire or even work part time		Probably only if I had a fundamental disagreement with dominant figures in my meeting.  I know that this has caused problems for others in the past		Friendships formed across a wide demographic,  which helps me learn to relate to others.  A spiritual home.  An identity to use to express myself.  And,  by adopting Quaker principles,  I have given my coffee shop a point of difference compared to the competition		Positive.  It gave me a safe place to enjoy life during my awkward teenage years,  which were not always enjoyable		I don't know the answer but we need to market ourselves better. More people need to know we exist.  If they don't then they can't join us. We should look to other small religious groups who have had more success.  Love them or hate them everyone knows about jehova's witnesses or 7th day adventists				john				Barber-Bacon				barber_bacon@btinternet.com				5627		4/8/16 6:19

		27		5		Parents						Yes		Yes				16				That of God within and waiting in active silence worked for me										About once a month		Occasionally		National events (e.g. Children and Young People’s Programmes at Summer Gatherings, Yearly Meeting Gathering; Junior Yearly Meeting; Quaker Youth Pilgrimage; etc.)		Regional events (e.g. Friends Southern Summer Events, Holiday School, Summer Shindig; JYF; Teenage General Meeting; etc.)		Local Link groups								Informal social groups of Quaker friends and family						Every week		I'm a Resident Friend so I attend weekly. If I were not a Resident Friend I would more like attend one every 2months. That is not out of a lack of interest, this sounds terrible, but I work very hard during the week and usually have a hockey match on Saturday mornings so its just a case of catching up on sleep so I can get through the week on a Sunday morning.		Young Friends General Meeting										Through Woodbrooke programmes		Informal social groups of Quaker friends and family										Yes I am a Quaker. I try to live my life in a Quakerly manner. I fail regularly. Being a Quaker steadies me and informs decisions I make, interactions I have.		y		I don't identify as Christian. I was raised in a Christian Quaker context. For me, Christianity feels limiting and does not speak to how I experience life and Quakerism. However, I am very much open to this changing. I certainly do not think that Quakerism should become atheist etc. Quakerism by it's nature requires the individual and larger community to be self aware, to self evaluate, to ask questions and to travel their own individual spiritual journeys. This, for me however, does not make sense when someone does not believe in the existence of the divine or whatever name one wishes to give it.		Somewhat important		It shows a commitment to the Society of Friends and a willingness to take part fully in Quaker processes. It is like a public declaration of sorts.		Very important		Quakerism is constructed from the above list...those things are interconnected with faith and letting your life speak		Somewhat important		Quakerism while it enables and encourages individual questioning and development is not by definition of its worship style an individual act.		Young Friends groups - they helped me feel accepted and gave me opportunities to take leadership and/oe facilitative roles etc		no		Well I grew up in Ireland and came to Quakers in the UK through Woodbrooke. My friend group in the UK evolved from that so many of my friends here are Quakers		I don't know...		I don't know... if there was a swing back towards conservatism in BYM and an unacceptance of gay people. that would do it.		Significant friendships, many experiences that have enabled me to grow and learn new skills, I work as a peace activist, I also work at a meeting house		My experience is very mixed. Quakers can be a haven and also very difficult. I struggle with Friends in Ireland and internationally who are extremely conservative. I find it personally offensive and difficult much of the time, when the most well intentioned religious belief alienates, isolates and hurts people. I find it exhausting and having grown up with a lot of it, I find it hard to engage with now.		No																5625		4/7/16 23:34

		35		13		Parents						Yes		No		When I moved to the area for university (second time round!)		29				Wasn't able to attend meeting as much as I'd like after the birth of my first child and wanted to express that I was still Quaker even if I wasn't as involved.												Nearly every week																				Nearly every week		We go as often as we can.  My partner can tell the difference in me if I go and he likes his alone time.  My oldest now enjoys going to MfW and seeing Friends.										Britain Yearly Meeting events/groups														Yes, I feel very much part of the Quaker community and I gain from reading the writings of Quakers (and others). I particularly enjoy the ability to be myself and explore my beliefs.		y		Not very strongly - if someone asks if I'm Christian I would ask them to define Christian to see if I fit their definition.  There are some aspects of the way the churches work that I am uncomfortable with.  My beliefs have strong pagan and budhist influences (among others).		Somewhat unimportant		Either you know enough about Quakers and feel part of Quakerism or you don't the label 'member' is unnecessary to my identity		Very important		You need to understand what something is to feel part of it and those things are important to me.  Although my daughter (8) identifies strongly as Quaker and she is only beginning to understand those things.		Somewhat important		Having other people to discuss ideas and understanding with and being part of the community is important to me (and my family)		Groups (some informal within local meetings) and specific Friends.  Also YFGM and groups within that at summer gatherings.  I particularly enjoy discussion groups with smallish groups of Friends exploring different ideas and developing my understanding.  The YFGM pilgrimage to 1652 country in about 2001 was particularly important to me, where we had a small group living traveling and learning together for a week.		At the moment I'm particularly involved in children's committees (AM and LM) and activities they organise.  As I have children with me these are the easiest for me to attend and I'm interested in what the kids are doing.  It seems that I'm good at comming up with ideas for all age worship! We also enjoy Quaker camp.		I found the local meeting and carried on being involved.  The period when I was doing teacher training I found it hard to get to meeting as I was too busy/exhausted.		Kids being older and needing less of my time.  Now that my oldest is old enough to get involved we have started to be able to attend yearly meeting gathering.  Retirement will also give me more time as would not getting reelected to the Parish Council (civic not church)		Having kids did that! If other things in my life make me too busy! I feel that I'm less involved than I'd like to be at the moment - that is OK as the kids need me and I will be able to do more in the future.		Quakerism has been a huge part of my life. I've met many friends at MfW and other Quaker events.  I've learnt and considered how to live my life through learning about other Quakers and I feel at home as a Quaker.		Positive - see last answer		Having facilities for children available allows those with families to take part and that makes the most difference to my being able to attend events etc.  I've always been comfortable within a mixed age community (as a teenager one of my best friends in MfW was over 80) so didn't feel there were any issues for me.				Marion				Penn				marion_penn@hotmail.com				5623		4/7/16 21:01

		22		19		Alone				I was a Christian already, but looking for a denomination that I felt comfortable with and had a very liberal stance.		No												No						I do, because I feel the Quakers are where I belong and I want to be more involved. The only reason I haven't is that I've been moving around a lot during university and with changing jobs a lot changed local meeting a lot.																				Other (please elaborate below)		Didn't grow up a Quaker.		Nearly every week		I always try to go as it is very important to me, however working for a Christian organisation I have to miss some weeks as I'm working.														Informal social groups of Quaker friends and family						Other (please specify)		Part of a charity run from our meeting house.		Yes, being a Quaker impacts the way I live my life so it impacts my identity.		y		Yes, I've identified as a Christian since a child and I still do know, it's part of who I am. I see Quakerism as being just as equal as any other denomination.		Not important at all		I believe attenders are just as equal, they contribute just as much.		Somewhat important		It's important to know about traditions and structures, but I think it is more important to live your life in a Quakerly way		Very important		By coming together we learn from each other and can develop in living in a Quakerly way, you can only do that if you play an active part.				My local meeting and the refugee charity it hosts, I'm learning all the time from the older members and the being involved in the charity tests my faith and impacts the way I live my life.		Moving hasn't really changed my involved, work schedules have been more problematic. However there are some meetings that have felt much more welcoming than others and I have been more involved there.		I hope that one day I will settle down so I don't have to keep moving meeting and therefore I would be able to be more involved.		No		Being involved in Quakerism has lead me to work in the development sector and made me a more thoughtful person		Positive, it has given me a whole new life		Can't really do anything about it, but it's sometimes hard when you're the only young adult at a meeting				Olivia				Brabazon				livbrabazon@yahoo.co.uk				5622		4/7/16 20:16

		24		19		Alone				I was looking for something different. I had been going to methodist and baptist churches all my life and needed a space that gave me more room to think for myself and question, and that was also more progressive politically. I'd heard that the Quakers were pro-abortion and pro-gay marriage, and that they worshipped in silence, which attracted me.		Yes		No		The meeting I first started going to was part of that area meeting.		21				I wanted to contribute more to the meeting and also to publicly state my commitment to quakerism and that community.																																About once a month		Whilst at university I went almost every week. Now I've graduated my weekends are more squeezed, I do more of my socialising at weekends and am often away to see family, visit university friends in other cities or at YFGM. Or I'm just having a lie-in with the girlfriend!		Young Friends General Meeting												Informal social groups of Quaker friends and family										Yes. I feel that calling myself a Quaker describes my religious and political beliefs, or at least my general approach to religion and politics, quite well, even if not all Quakers agree on the same things.		y		No. I feel that there's stigma around being a Christian - homophobia, dogma, aggressive evangelism, a "holier than thou" attitude. I don't think that applies to Quakers. The people I meet who say they know Quakers never describe them in this way, but I've often heard them described about Christians.		Somewhat unimportant		It seems very optional, but I think it is good to be committed to a community, and having it in writing like that helps encourage that attitude I think. Also, there are some roles which generally only seem to be done by people in membership.		Somewhat important		Because we have so much silence and don't have strict teachings, the history, processes and structures are important for uniting the Quaker identity.		Somewhat important		Beliefs and attitudes is one side of the coin, action and behaving in a certain way is the other side.						I go to a local meeting less, as my weekly schedule as a graudate is less consistent than at university..		Possibly, if I wanted my career to be more Quakerly, or felt compelled to do something about a particular problem, or study Quakerism - I just can't predict that though.		If I had a bad experience of a meeting, or perhaps if a meeting had become hurtful, or perhaps if I experienced some kind of personal trauma and the silent worship became too painful (I haven't invited some people to come to Quaker meeting for fear of the silence making painful memories resurface and wanting to wait until they were in a better place, some people's coping mechanism is to be busy, the same could well be true for me in the future).		I think fairness in the workplace is something I've gotten from Quakers. I take inspiration from the Cadburys and Rowntrees etc. who tried to make a difference through their work and that extended to the people they employed.



When I was at university I was very fired up politically, partly by Quakerism, but that has subsided now I am working full time - I don't have as much time or energy.		Positive.		Religion is unfashionable with young people, so it's a challenge! I think that the liberal, progressive stances Quaker take on topics like gay marriage, abortion, the environment etc. are it's greatest strength - although the ages of it's members is old, the age of it's politics is young!				Nicholas				Watts				nicholaswatts@live.com				5621		4/7/16 18:50

		32		0		Parents						Yes		No		Moved here aged 27		26				Wanted to join after world gathering of young friends but easier until I was settled in an area meeting. Finally got round to it when applying to get married in Quakers and realised it was silly to have to do it as a non member when I knew I wanted to join.										Every week		Occasionally		National events (e.g. Children and Young People’s Programmes at Summer Gatherings, Yearly Meeting Gathering; Junior Yearly Meeting; Quaker Youth Pilgrimage; etc.)		Regional events (e.g. Friends Southern Summer Events, Holiday School, Summer Shindig; JYF; Teenage General Meeting; etc.)		Local Link groups				Leaveners/Quaker Youth Theatre		Attended a Quaker School		Informal social groups of Quaker friends and family						About once a month		Have a young child

Often away at weekends														Informal social groups of Quaker friends and family										Yes.		y		No.		Somewhat unimportant		Considered myself a Quaker before I was in membership but glad I joined - felt good to solidify that decision. A bit like getting married - I don't live my husband any more now I'm married, but it's nice to decide that this is definitely where I want to stay.		Very important		Because Quakers don't necessarily share beliefs, but we do share traditions and rituals, so it's important to get these right. Also everything works better if you do it properly!		Somewhat important				The local meeting I grew up in

Summer school (nfss, later nyfsg - I think)

Yfgm

Local meeting I attended between 22 and 26 world gathering of young friends

Jym

Mostly the sense of a loving worshipping community. But also the realisation that it was okay that I didn't have all the answers.		Local meeting - currently the only community I'm involved in!		I'm less involved in the current city I live in. This is because I used to go to midweek evening meeting in my previous city, which I loved, and because I had a lot of friends at that meeting. Sunday morning works less well for me, and although there were a lot of young Quakers at the meeting when I first came here, many of them have since moved away it away from Quakerism.		Would like to be more involved with my local meeting when my child is a bit older.		Local meeting. I do like my local meeting, but I was definitely more involved in my previous meeting because I loved it so much.		Friendships

Marriage

Activism

Way I interact with other people

Politics

Ethical beliefs/how I live my life

Environmental beliefs		Positive, definitely. I wouldn't be a Quaker otherwise!		More evening midweek meetings! Better children's provision. Better awareness of how young people communicate - for example, my local meeting's address list doesn't have email addresses on it, which is bonkers.																5620		4/7/16 18:29

		29		0		Parents																										Nearly every week		Occasionally		National events (e.g. Children and Young People’s Programmes at Summer Gatherings, Yearly Meeting Gathering; Junior Yearly Meeting; Quaker Youth Pilgrimage; etc.)								Leaveners/Quaker Youth Theatre				Informal social groups of Quaker friends and family						Hardly ever		Don't feel particularly drawn to attend. I've moved a lot and the thought of constantly being new to a meeting is exhausting.		Young Friends General Meeting																						I think so. It's largely in name only at the moment as I'm not particularly actively involved with Friends.		y		No. To me Christianity is the belief that Jesus Christ was God and that salvation may only be found through him. I do not believe this. I do not believe in the need for salvation.		Somewhat important		It has become less important as I've drifted away from Friends. Still a large part of my upbringing and family though.		Somewhat important		Makes for a richer Quaker experience I guess.		Very important		I think I feel less a Quaker for being less involved with Quakers.		Not hugely...		Not hugely...		I don't feel I belong to any one Quaker group. Never stayed long enough.		If I were more settled in one area or found a cause I was passionate about.		Gradually drifting away? Nothing specific.		Many friendships. Some strong examples of conscience in the family.		Positive.		Seems to pounce on us to things in a slightly patronising way.																5618		4/7/16 16:51

		28		23		Alone				I was very interested in explore an community based on strong egalitarian values.		No												No						I'm in process of applying at the moment. I'm waiting for my visitors right now. I'm applying because I want to be more involved in the Quaker community both spiritually and practically.																								Every week		For two main reasons:

1. Meeting acts a spiritiual basis from which to live out the Quaker testimonies in the rest of my life.

2. Going to meeting is one of the central part of being within a Quaker community.		Young Friends General Meeting		Local Young Friends group				Volunteering at Quaker events (local, regional and national)		Britain Yearly Meeting events/groups				Informal social groups of Quaker friends and family				Member of a Quaker listed informal group						Yes I self-identify as a Quaker. My Quaker identity influence every part of life as it acts as the spiritual and moral framework through which I strive to live a life according to the testimonies. 

Also I proud to be of the Quaker community not just for its spiritual values but because it tries lives those values in all its work.		y		No I don't self-identify as a christian. Well i'm deeply influenced by christian ethics, the hierarchical and rigid nature of organised contemporary Christianity in both its structures and theology means I can't identify as a christian. I identify with a faith that is framed by openness, equality and integrity and contemporary Christianity does not embrace any of these values fully.  Also I have deep doubts about traditional christian metaphysics which in Quakerism I can explore openly but in other christian faiths I feel i would not be allow.		Somewhat unimportant		I feel it is an important for individuals who want to be involved within the community at a deeper level and their own spiritual journey but an attender can be just as much a Quaker as a member.		Very important		I feel it is vital to Quaker identity that any Quaker should fully understand these things as how can they  be fully part of the Quaker community or develop a Quaker identity if they have no or little knowledge of what they are doing and why they are doing. An unknowing Quaker is hardly a Quaker at all.		Very important		Your Quaker identity is grounded and fundamentally defined by the Quaker community you are part of. How you act and how much you act within that community will inevitably how much you identify not just with that particuarly community but Quakerism as a whole.				I feel that all the Quaker communities I'm involved have impacted my Quakerism in different ways.

My local meeting is my first and constant foundation of my Quakerism and therefore shows the intimate, everyday interactions of Quakerism.

The informal Younger friends group in my local meeting allowed me to more deeply explore what Quakerism meant to me and other younger Friends.

The London wide Informal Young Friends group and YFGM has give me a strong sense of Quaker identity, strong community and a structure to live out my Quaker values in several roles. 

NFPB has shown me the strength and variety of Quakerism and Quaker witness  

All these groups have influenced my Quakerism greatly and in the future other groups will do just as much.		I have not moved.		When I become a member of the society i hope to serve on Quaker central committees. 

Also I have started to be involved in Quaker youth work in my local meeting's children committee and my local link group so I may become more involved in that area. 

Plus I may be nominated for another position in YFGM I will possibly serve. 

Generally I feel that there are a lot of circumstances in the future which will led to more involvement in Quakerism.		If i see repeated unquakerly behavior by a Quaker community then that would led me to be less involved in that Quaker community. If Quaker values are not lived out but are just a rhetoric device then I won't want to be involved.		I know this sounds like a cliche but Quakerism has influenced every part of my life as it has shown a way of living an egalitarian life to the full. This is true of my personal relationships, my work, my activism and many other areas beyond that.		My experience of Quakerism has been fundamentally positive as personally, socially, spiritually & morally I have found my home. Yet, this has not been without its struggles particularly in my theological doubts and uncertainties and cases of seemly unquakerly actions by some Quakers I have observed. Both of which has challenged by idea of what Quakerism is.		I think that current engagement with young adults in ok but it needs to do much more.

First, financially BYM and wider Quaker community needs to offer much more funding to YFGM not just save its current work which is financially under threat but expand its operations. This support could be extend to promoting informal young Quaker meetings beyond YFGM. Also the BYM should provide its professional expertise in funding raising to YFGM. If BYM and the wider Quaker community are not willing to invest resources in the future of Quakerism then one must question their commitment to that future.

Also all Quaker communities must overcome their current prejudice against young adult Friends serving in important roles and more generally seeing young Quakers as lesser members within the community. This particularly true of local and area meetings. Young Friends should not be waste or patronised as they are vital Friends of any meeting. This prejudice could be overcome there a strong campaign within Quaker community from Friends House.

Also if Quakerism is to attract more young adults than it must be more visible particularly in its social witness as a means to attract young adults to Quakerism. Being visibly part of movements for social justice beyond simply faith based or peace protest will be key in this and will inevitably led to attracting more young adults to Quakers.				Laurence				Hall				redloz17@outlook.com				5616		4/7/16 12:57

		33		22		Quaker friend/acquaintance				I was curious, after learning about it from said friend.		Yes		No		Well, I came to university in this city aged 18. It was somewhat later that I came to attend LM, initially being engaged mostly through YFGM.		33				I'm coming to the point of moving on from YFGM and getting more involved on the local/area level.																																Every week		I find it a valuable part of my life. I only miss it when I can't avoid doing so (significant illness, or doing something elsewhere in the country - usually a Quaker thing)		Young Friends General Meeting												Informal social groups of Quaker friends and family				Member of a Quaker listed informal group						I identified as a Quaker within a fairly short time of getting involved in Quaker things, as I came to realise that this was the community I had been looking for without realising what I was looking for. It was where I fit in naturally.		y		No.



I am a non-theist, not believing in a theistically-conceived God (one that is willing and able to interfere in our lives and has a 'personal' identity and will). Some non-theists identify as Christian, based on a different conception of what 'Christian' means; I personally feel that to claim an identity that would thus be misunderstood by most listeners to be contrary to the principle of truth. If someone really wants to know what I believe, theologically, it needs to be a longer conversation.		Somewhat unimportant		Because it is an organisational construct that, while it may reflect inward spiritual truth, does not define it.		Somewhat important		One should not claim an association to something one does not understand.		Somewhat important		For all the individuality present among liberal Quakers, ours is a lived faith - if it is not being lived, how is it there?



However, there are circumstances where a person is prevented from active involvement - and we should not be judgemental of that.				Informal circles of politically engaged Friends, because how we are governed has huge impacts on everyone, and our spiritual life can help guide and inspire us in that regard. The Quaker Disability Equality Group, because I'm on the committee (now it's easy to work out who I am), and because of my own impairments, and the insight it gives into the idea of equality. Young Friends General Meeting, because it's how I came to identify as a Quaker and was my primary Quaker community for several years.		I haven't.		Becoming independently wealthy. I'm already putting all the time I can spare into it - possibly more.		If the tensions between heavily Christ-centred (and otherwise theistic) Friends and those whose theological views are otherwise (such as myself) become more acrimonious and fail to reach resolution.		It's contributed massively to my spiritual development, which I believe has been a big positive for my mental health. It's affected how I go about activism. It's increased my already existing appreciation for the wide range of faith and spirituality expressed in the world in general.



I suspect it's done a lot more as well, but I'm not feeling like writing a 2000-word essay on it.		Positive. I hope my other answers have indicated the 'why' and 'how'.						Sam				Barnett-Cormack				s.barnett.cormack@googlemail.com				5615		4/7/16 11:45

		31		22		Alone				Looking for church that revived early Christian beliefs, that encompasses the political radicalism of gospels		Yes		No		Moved for work		29				Community, for support and being held to account on my spiritual path																																Nearly every week																				Member of a Quaker listed informal group						Yes		y		Yes		Somewhat important		It is about agreeing to be held to account by others for living life to a certain standard. We opt in to a community with benefits and responsibilities		Somewhat important				Somewhat unimportant								Different meetings have different activities, so often there are new opportunities for growth		Semi programmes meetings		If we become too individualistic, secular or non-theist I may look for something else to do alongside or leave Quakerism for another spiritual community.		Completely changed my life in many ways, but most importantly allowed me order my life with integrity and to 'let go and let God'				The hardest thing when new is understanding about the theology of Quakerism. No one wants to tell you after Meeting																5612		4/6/16 22:38

		31		1		Parents						Yes		Yes				1		My parents applied for my membership on my behalf																																		Hardly ever		I work shifts which often involves working on Sunday or Saturday night. When not at work I tend to spend the time with my partner as we struggle to spend much time together.								Volunteering at Quaker events (local, regional and national)						Informal social groups of Quaker friends and family										To some extent. It doesn't tend to be something I publicise, but if asked, I would probably say I was a Quaker. It would depend on who was asking/how well I knew them. 

I had a card about being a Quaker in my wallet briefly, but removed it as it made me quite uncomfortable.		p		No, very much not. I struggle with the perception of Christianity, my own and society's and wouldn't describe myself as a religious person. There are many parts of Christianity that I don't agree with and I find that religion in itself often causes more issues and discrimination (or at least is used as an excuse for them) than it does good.		Somewhat unimportant		I don't believe that being a member has any bearing on Quaker identity. As a community I believe we should be absolutely open to anyone, regardless of membership		Somewhat important		I believe they are important to me as a Quaker and my understanding of the religion, as for anyone else, I couldn't really say.		Somewhat important		Again, in my experience, being actively involved in a Quaker community is one of the main reasons I am still involved in Quakerism at all.						N/A		I would like to think that I will continue to be involved with Quakerism, whether that is remaining a staff member at youth events or reconnecting with a local meeting and making an effort to attend more often.		I don't think so.		I believe being a Quaker, growing up in a Quaker family and attending a Quaker school have all very much impacted on my life. I have made and retained friendships with people I've met at young people's events. I believe it has given me a fairly strong moral code and a passion for equality and equal rights.		Positive, but Quakerism has always been a part of my life, so it's difficult to comment really.																		5610		4/6/16 22:09

		23		19		Quaker friend/acquaintance						No												No						Yes																								Nearly every week		I feel it's important to my mental well-being; I feel worse if i don't attend. Not attending puts me out of the loop and makes it harder to contribute to what is going on with meeting. I enjoy it. Peers ask me where I am when I don't attend.																								Yes.		y		No. The way I see it the definition Christianity believing Christ is the messiah and I don't. I think Jesus was an important historical person but we can't know exactly what he was like or his teachings and i put him on par with other important historical/spirtual individuals. I also value some traditional Christian teachings and processes but most just don't speak to me or I feel are corrupted.		Somewhat important		I think it's an important personal commitment to make having talked to people who applied for membership. Beyond that I don't think it has a massively impact; there is a weird inheritance between those who get automatic quaker membership and those that choose it. I appreciate that most things are open to 'regular attendees' the same as 'members'.		Somewhat important		I think having context to what Quakerism means is important; understanding past quakerism and how the organisation is run is useful. I don't think it's a requirement and lots of people don't seem to understand it clearly.		Very important		I feel like engaging with other Quakers is vital  and working together on causes.				For a while I engaged with a Quaker Economic group called Minute59 and did the Quaker myth busting with QPSW course. This was a great chance to meet local quakers 

I attend the QUNO SS a couple of years ago which was an amazing experience, it really opened my eyes to Quaker methods and I got to meet a wide variety of people.				Having more time to engage; I struggle working full time when most of my fellow quakers are retired.		I'm worried if I leave my current meeting for another meeting, such as moving house, that my engagement would fall off as I'm quite close to this meeting and have struggled at larger meetings		Quakers has exposed me to many useful ideas and practises. I find meeting an important way of 'centering' my week. The Quaker testimonies are helpful, I do aspire towards them but often I find myself gravitating towards them naturally rather than rigidly following them. 

I suppose Quakerism has lead me to undertake more activism/witness but that's more of an indirect effect of coming into contact with Quakers involved in those things and thus getting involved myself.		Very positive. It has opened up opportunities for me and the people I have met through it have helped me grow as a person. I have also been able to explore my own beliefs and find somewhere welcoming.		Personally I'd rather be treated no different to any other Quakers. I struggle with being categorised as a Young Quaker I don't find it helpful; generally being a young isn't a barrier. Often being a Young Quaker frustrates me as people assume I'm from a Quaker background and then sometimes,  whether intentionally or not, I feel lesser for not being so.				Jon				Martin				jon.d.martin92@gmail.com				5609		4/6/16 21:54

		30		25		Alone				I was inquisitive as to what Quakers did.		Yes		No		After visiting a Quaker meeting once, it felt like it was a good thing to do, so I went again. That repeated itself many times, until I guess I was a part of the meeting.		29				I was asked if I was happy to serve as an elder, and I decided that I would like to. At that point, it was pointed out that I wasn't actually a member of the meeting. Having never felt the need to officially be a Quaker, I'd never really considered membership before. But with that to prompt me, I considered whether I would like to be a member, and decided that I would like to. It seemed like a nice thing to recognize that I am part of the community, even though in itself, I maybe don't place a lot of weight on who is or isn't a member. Well - I place no weight on it for others. But for me, I felt like it was a good thing to do, and there was also a practical requirement to serve as an elder.																																Nearly every week		I find it nourishing.																								I would recognize that I probably am a Quaker, though it's not something I would label myself as. This would be because I don't really like to label people as anything.		p		I really dislike the binary of Christian / non-Christian that is created by usage of the label, so I would avoid it, and not identify as being a Christian or not. Practically, I don't feel like I have a great relationship with Christianity as a whole, so I don't sit well with that label for those reasons too. But I do, like many Quakers, really like Jesus.		Somewhat unimportant		Personally, I think it's important for people, if it's meaningful to them. But I don't feel like it would matter to anybody else in the meeting whether or not somebody is officially in membership or not, which to me, is a very good thing. So I class it as somewhat unimportant, because it's not high in importance for me, but I imagine it would be for some friends.		Somewhat important		I have mixed feelings about Quaker processes and traditions. There's some wonderful things enshrined in them, which I believe should be maintained and celebrated. However, as somebody who has come into Quakers later, without any family background, I find some of the structure lacking in transparency, and very archaic at times. My feeling is that there's a very large set of unwritten process and rules, known to some Friends very well, that are probably documented beautifully in some mysterious volume. Whilst I serve in various roles for a couple of years, I have very little idea what's going on, but I do know that it happens very slowly. I guess my worry is that the Quaker love of beaurocracy and process does not have a lot of relevance to younger people without a Quaker background, and as valued older friends die, Quaker meetings will fade away. Which to me is a great shame, as I think so much about Quakerism itself is of so much value in the modern world, and much of what the traditions exist for are I'm sure, there for a nice and worthy reason. I feel like suggesting change on the meeting organization would be about as popular as inviting the meeting to a nightclub though.		Very important		I think the meeting for worship is really central to the Quaker identity, and expression of spirituality. As does being involved in positive action, though that may be done in or out of the meeting.				I'm only involved in my local meeting.		N/A		If I was in a meeting with more people who I had stronger relationships with outside the meetings for worship.		Moving to an area with a less active meeting.		I find I grow in many subtle ways through ministry, and observing the life and many positve ways the community functions.		Absolutely positve. Having spent many years in evangelical Christian communities, Quakerism has been a breath of fresh air, and rehabilitation into what is for me, a far more healthy expression of faith and community.		I've not given it a lot of thought, except for a general feeling that I really believe that lots of people would benefit so much from Quakerism, but it's very rare to meet somebody who knows anything about it.				Toby				Johnson				tobyjohnson10@gmail.com				5608		4/6/16 20:26

		31		5		Parents																																																Hardly ever		Not important to me anymore and I have no connection to my local meeting																								No. I've never had faith or a belief in God, and I don't feel that Quaker meetings or events help me to live out the (admittedly mostly Quaker) values I grew up with. Things were too insular.		n		No, and never have. I (mostly) agree with the core testimonies.		Somewhat important				Somewhat important				Somewhat important		Summer school, senior conference and JYM had a huge impact on my life and my identity as a teenager.								Having children - I'd like them to have similar experiences growing up. Summer events were a lovely place to go and make friends.				My career (politics/activism) and my future wife!		Positive. But I wish we'd spend less time talking amongst ourselves and more time doing things.						Luke				Waterfield				luke.waterfield@gmail.con				5607		4/6/16 19:27

		27		1		Parents						Yes		No		I moved to Leeds at age 25 (to study for a PhD)		26				I had thought about becoming a member for a while and following YMG 2015 I was finally convinced.  I wrote my letter of application on the train home.  I decided that since I was quite ambivilent about membership as I had always felt like I was a Quaker, I may as well become a member rather than opting not to										About once a month		About once a month		National events (e.g. Children and Young People’s Programmes at Summer Gatherings, Yearly Meeting Gathering; Junior Yearly Meeting; Quaker Youth Pilgrimage; etc.)		Regional events (e.g. Friends Southern Summer Events, Holiday School, Summer Shindig; JYF; Teenage General Meeting; etc.)		Local Link groups								Informal social groups of Quaker friends and family		Other (please elaborate below)		Quaker Camp		Nearly every week		I attend local meeting whenever I'm free on a Sunday morning in Leeds.  Often I'm away at weekends or have other comitments (such as a running race)		Young Friends General Meeting																						I have always identified as a Quaker and nothing has happened in my life to cease this.  I find benefit from attending Quaker Meeting and I really value the communities I have through being a Quaker		y		I have never identified as Christian as I feel there is a lot of baggage within the semantics of the word which I wouldn't want to be misinterpreted.  In terms of other religions, I like the teachings of love and truth and kindness and do not feel that those are only found within Chritianity.  I don't believe in a father style God and although I think the teachings of Jesus are inspiring I do not feel importantly whether they are true or not.		Somewhat unimportant		I am very happy to have made the decision to become a member, but I feel the change has been more between me and my local meeting, at which I have become an Overseer and joined Nomination committee since becoming a member.  I don't think it has changed my Quakerism		Somewhat important		I feel that the history of Quakerism is integral to why it is different to just a gathering a friends trying to be good in the World.  Quaker Business Method, committees, nominations etc can seem like a massive drag, but I trust in it as it has stood the test of time and actually really enjoy business meetings now!		Somewhat important		I feel that it is the community which holds me in to being a Quaker rather than a floating person trying to live by my ethical convictions		Being invovlved in under 19s activities at BYM was a really really great part of my teenage years.When I first came to Leeds I felt really welcomed into the meeting and that has properly shaped the direction of my involvement in Quakerism (ie getting more involved)		My local meeting and YFGM  YFGM has been a great community for me through my 20s, giving me the opporunity to explore Quakerism with people at the same part of their spiritual journey.  Local meeting continues to be the place where I can explore my Quakerism (particularly through study groups)		I think it was very helpful.  I feel that if I were still at Cardiff meeting I would still be thought of as my mother's daughter, rather than being at a separate meeting where I am considered as an adult.		Finishing my PhD and having a job which is less demanding of time, making me space for more invovlement.  I am currently very invovled though (running study groups, attending LM, AM, Meeting for Sufferings, YFGM)		If it didn't fit in with my lifestyle (although I would hope that my lifestyle would form around it) ie if I became busy on sunday mornings, if I had to move somewhere which wasn't close to a Q meeting (or not a very thriving one).		Friendships, strength to hold to my convictions, a place to develop my spirituality		positive		I still think Local Meetings could do a lot more to be welcoming and fully accepting of young adults.  I've heard of some friends having bad experiences.  These are likely with individual Friends and therefore not something a central policy change could make.				Rici				Marshall				marshall.rici@googlemail.com				5604		4/6/16 19:07

		20		3		Parents						No												Yes		At university - split residence so confused.		Yes				About once a month		About once a month		National events (e.g. Children and Young People’s Programmes at Summer Gatherings, Yearly Meeting Gathering; Junior Yearly Meeting; Quaker Youth Pilgrimage; etc.)		Regional events (e.g. Friends Southern Summer Events, Holiday School, Summer Shindig; JYF; Teenage General Meeting; etc.)		Local Link groups		Quaker Work Camp Reunions						Informal social groups of Quaker friends and family						Occasionally		-Sports training Sunday mornings

-No true sense of belonging to either the local meeting at university or at home.

-Lack of routine										Britain Yearly Meeting events/groups				Informal social groups of Quaker friends and family										Yes. 

-Partly because my mum is a Quaker I grew up going to children's Meeting (and later a local Teenage group) roughly every other week from a very young age.

-My experiences at regional and national Quaker events growing up were a huge factor in shaping who I am as a person.

-I hold the core Quaker testimonies as the foundational influence on what I believe and how I live my life. 

-I believe in the power of Meeting for Worship as a special way to find spiritual guidance, and also the value of Quaker decision-making and business method.

-I trust BYM / Quakers in Britain as the best group/corporate entity to represent me in public statements and outreach into the wider world.		y		Yes-ish. 

-I don't believe in many elements of Christianity literally (eg. I don't believe that Jesus was the son of God (more than any of the rest of us), or in the Resurrection, or in miracles taken literally).

But I still think that the core messages of Christianity are the same as in Quakerism, and feel that it is important to recognise the Christian ancestry of Quaker and its many similarities with other churches.		Somewhat unimportant		-I'm not a member at the moment, and I don't feel like I am any less of a Quaker than people who are members. But maybe that is because I grew up going to meeting and other Quaker events from a very young age so always felt part of the Quaker community -		Somewhat important		-I do feel like you need a certain amount of "buy in" to Quaker processes and traditions (eg. MfW, business method). 

-But I think a really important part of Quakerism is that it can be progressive and is not tied down to a creed or too many pointless tr		Somewhat important		Being part of Quaker groups and communities was definitely important in forming and reaffirming my Quaker identity. But I am not that active in specific communities at the moment, but still feel a strong identity, so being very active is maybe not that important.		National Quaker events were probably more important than my local meeting in forming my own Quaker identity. 

-The young peoples programmes at BYMs/Summer Gatherings and JYM (especially when incorporated into YMG) were really important for creating my sense of belonging as a Quaker and part of Quakers in Britain as a whole. 

-FSSE Senior Conference was probably where I had most spiritual & social growth, as well as being the event where I felt the greatest sense of belonging.

Being on the organising committees for many of these events also helped form my Quaker identity.		I'm involved in fewer specific groups than when I was under 18. 

I don't know if this is because of a lack of events, or if it is a personal thing in that I don't need Quakerism or don't feel a complete sense of belonging in Quaker communities at this stage in my life.

I still feel like part of a wider Quaker community though.		I have struggled to attend meeting as frequently either at university or when back at home, because of living in two places.



I think age might be more important than location for impacting involvement in Quakerism though.		After finishing university I am likely to get more involved in Quakerism because:

-living in the same place all year round

-having a more regular work/life routine (less hectic schedule)

-being older and feeling a greater belonging in Young Friends groups and YFGM.		I might live abroad

or

I choose to prioritise training much more & I might have to work very long hours -&gt; leaving very little time to be involved in Quakerism.		Hugely:

-long-lasting friendships with many different people

-spiritual belonging

-core testimonies as shaping my actions and purpose in life

-belonging to a wider community that I feel actually represents me. 

-I gained a lot of confidence and key skills from having organisational positions (eg. BGF/clerk) at Quaker events.		Overall very positive, for all the reasons stated above.



Slight negatives:

-Majority older demographic means sometimes feeling a bit isolated from concerns/directions of Quaker communities. 

-There is a bit of the nonsensical/pointless stuff that don't resonate with me personally, but that's probably going to be an feature of every community/society. 

-(somewhat related) I don't always get as much out of going to local meeting, as I have at other Meeting for Worships in the past.		Not really. I know I'm less involved with Quakerism as a young adult than I was as a teenager, and there must be some things that can be done to help more 18 to early 20s stay involved and feeling a greater sense of belonging.

...But at the moment I have no solid ideas. It may partially be a (somewhat) unavoidable part of maturing into adulthood.				Joe				Bowness				joebowness@btinternet.com				5603		4/6/16 18:29

				7		Other (please elaborate below)		Aunt		My aunt adopted me and brought me to a meeting		No																				Nearly every week		About once a month		National events (e.g. Children and Young People’s Programmes at Summer Gatherings, Yearly Meeting Gathering; Junior Yearly Meeting; Quaker Youth Pilgrimage; etc.)		Regional events (e.g. Friends Southern Summer Events, Holiday School, Summer Shindig; JYF; Teenage General Meeting; etc.)		Local Link groups				Leaveners/Quaker Youth Theatre				Informal social groups of Quaker friends and family						Hardly ever		I like to find a little time each day to find peace/solace/the light rather than the weekly meeting.		Young Friends General Meeting						Volunteering at Quaker events (local, regional and national)		Britain Yearly Meeting events/groups		Through Woodbrooke programmes												I do feel I am a Quaker as I believe in living out the testimonies in my life and agree with the general Quaker ethos and love the social aspects.		y		Not particularly. As someone raised a catholic, I wanted to be as far away from what is considered stereotypically "christian" as possible.		Somewhat unimportant		membership leads to exclusion as it automatically places a group of Quakers 'above' another. I think the process of membership is very important though and needs to be discussed more. I went regularly to BYM, JYF, FSSE events, link groups etc and I feel we never discussed in great detail the membership application process.		Very important		For me fundamental 'quakeryness' stems from our way of life and living together. The way we discuss, worship and make decisions is vital to who we are as a society and understanding not just the process but why and how we reached that point is still very much an important thing.		Somewhat important																																		5600		4/5/16 23:08

		31		24		Other (please elaborate below)		With a friend from University		Curiosity; had come to a point where I was not comfortable with the church I had been brought up in so was looking for something else.



I don't think the intention behind the survey is clear. Why is it being carried out?		No												No						Yes, but I don't feel I'm ready yet and I don't want to rush it. I also don't know very much about what it entails.



Why is this question important?																								Nearly every week		I enjoy the community, the friendships, the still moments of quiet reflection, the coffee and chats afterwards and learning from the experience and insights of others in a safe space. I find a Quaker meeting can be quite an accepting place compared to other places such as work.		Young Friends General Meeting		Local Young Friends group										Informal social groups of Quaker friends and family										When asked I usually say I'm a Quaker, a sort-of Quaker or involved with the Quakers depending on who I speak to, how much they know about Quakers and also how I feel in the situation.		p		Not really. Christian is too categorical and lacks nuance. What denomination? What do we mean by 'Christian'?		Somewhat important		It depends! I'm thinking about membership because I think Quakerism is something I can make a commitment to but I think membership only marks part of a longer journey. It's not the be all and end all.		Somewhat important		They all make up a large part of a Quaker identity and history, so understanding it is important. There are always new things to learn!		Very important		For me, religion (in its broadest sense) has more to do with what you do, e.g. being an active part of a Community than with just believing something. I think it's what people do, not what they say that is important.				Young Friends General Meeting has had a huge influence as have informal Younger Quaker meetings at Westminster Meeting House more recently.		I've moved around a lot, which has meant sporadic involvement in a local meeting but I have been actively involved in Young Friends General Meeting despite this. I now live and work in London and feel more grounded in local Quaker groups.		I don't know.		I don't know. 



If Quakerism became something conventional, almost too comfortable, lacking the radical edge that it has had in the past because people were afraid of speaking out, then I would be worried.



I leave this as an open question because I don't really know how it looks in reality: 

Are Quakers getting too comfortable/playing it safe in some areas? 

Where is Quakerism/are Quakers taking real risks for what they believe? This could act as inspiration!

Should Quakers be doing more to be radical?		Quakerism has had a hugely positive impact on my life in so many different ways, which I am very grateful for e.g. fantastic friendships, exposure to issues I knew very little about, a place I feel I belong and am accepted for who I am, I'm more 'activist' now than before		On the whole, hugely positive!



I currently sit on a committee and after having seen some of the committee's processes and work I'm afraid that there is a lot of talking and thinking going on, with very little action. I also worry that some thw work quite inwardly focused on Quaker issues that have very little impact on the 'real' world.		Quaker Entrepreneurship course at Woodbrooke. How many Quaker businesses are still around?

Is there something similar to Campaign Bootcamp but run by Quakers?

What could be learned from how other groups e.g. YFGM use the Quaker Business Method?

Are you thinking of talking directly to Young Friends because a survey will only give you partial information?				Stephen				Clement				stephen.j.clement@gmail.com				5599		4/5/16 22:20

		22		0.08		Parents						No												No						I'm considered an attender at Edinburgh Central meeting, previously Sheffield central (Balby)																								About once a month		Dad on committees when very young, we took a "break" from attending from about 6- 11 years old and started going again (at least remember going regularly again) when we set up a teenage group that met every month				Local Young Friends group		University society								Informal social groups of Quaker friends and family		Work for a Quaker organization								yes....I've not been attending much this last year but I feel that Quakerism is very rooted in my life and personality.		y		No... I prefer to think of Quakerism seeing that of good in everyone. If there is some kind of God she wouldn't be defined in the same way for me as many scriptures have done for many years. And the importance of any existence isn't important to me.		Somewhat unimportant		I've always been a Quaker - I don't feel the need to commit to membership until I'm more routed somewhere perhaps 5-10 years in the future.		Very important		It's our legacy and history. I'm probably more aware of how important it is now when witnessing new comers find out about the society.		Somewhat important		For the practical sense yes it is important but I find my central meeting to have too many committees and things going on which results in loosing Quaker simplicity therefore can't see how forcing more and more jobs upon people helps build the community.				Edinburgh Universities Quaker Society - active committee member for 3+ years.

Workcamps reunion - Growing up with this reunion group of ex-workcampers has definately influenced my Quaker identity. 

Yorkshire Friends Holiday School - attendee aged 13-18, stu hel aged 19.

JYM committee when 18.

I also work at Edinburgh Quaker meeting house as an evening/weekend staff member.		It's been interesting to realise how attending meeting isn't just due to parents giving a lift to meeting. Having a Quaker university group has definitely nourished by relationship with Quakerism. I've never had a 'first visit to meeting' event since I first came to Edinburgh Quaker meeting as a volunteer during the festival and so was accustomed to the strange characters present in the meeting before arriving.		Being settled somewhere more permanent when I can actually make a commitment.		oooh? that's a tough question...		I'm an active member of a conservation group - I feel very at home (Quakerly) there without having the Quaker structure.		mostly positive - I still think older Quakers have a lot to learn about how to talk to Young Friends.		Having an active Quaker contact/Chaplin who knows how to make Soup and happy to act as an overseer in some respects to a group of stressed students really helps. But these individuals need support just as much as the young people - ours is meant to be on maternity leave.				Rose				Almond				rose0almond@gmail.com				5598		4/5/16 20:44

		22		7		Parents						Yes		Yes				8		I applied for my own membership		I was brought up as a Catholic because of my Dad, but never enjoyed going to church at a young age. My Mum had started taking me to Quaker meeting, despite not being a Quaker herself, because my Granny had died, who had attended meeting in the last years of her life. I instantly felt a part of the Quaker meeting, and wanted to make this official. I wanted to be an equal member of the meeting, and also to make it official that I was a Quaker, not a Catholic. 

I now feel the lines blur more between my two religions.										About once a month		Occasionally		National events (e.g. Children and Young People’s Programmes at Summer Gatherings, Yearly Meeting Gathering; Junior Yearly Meeting; Quaker Youth Pilgrimage; etc.)		Regional events (e.g. Friends Southern Summer Events, Holiday School, Summer Shindig; JYF; Teenage General Meeting; etc.)								Attended a Quaker School								Hardly ever		I find it hard to fit meeting into my lifestyle now. My nearest meeting isn't within walking distance, and I struggle to fit it in. I also feel quite happy at the moment, so I am seeking out silence less than I might do at other times.								Volunteering at Quaker events (local, regional and national)						Informal social groups of Quaker friends and family										Yes, I do feel I am a Quaker. The Quaker values have always fitted to what I believe and Quakers are the Christian community I have always felt most strongly part of.		y		Yes, I believe in God.		Somewhat important		I feel that membership allows me to still be a Quaker, even when I don't go to meeting often. Because I still have the label. I think otherwise I would feel that "how Quaker" I am is defined as how much I go to meeting, but I think it is something inside me instead. It also earns respect from other, usually older, Quakers.		Very important		I think if you don't understand the processes you can feel quite left out from other Quakers. It's not deliberate but it happens.		Somewhat important		I think being a Quaker is about being in a group, but it is also about your own identity.		My local meeting, my Quaker school, and definitely Quaker events for young people (JYM, BYM young peoples programme and Senior Conference) and YMG. 

My local meeting first taught me about Quakerism, and I felt part of it enough that I wanted to become a member. 

My Quaker school allowed me to live my everyday life as a Quaker, with silence, Quaker values and business carried out with the use of Quaker processes. 

Both of these shaped my life as a Quaker, but the biggest changes on my identity as a Quaker have been the events I attended. Both as a participant, and leading groups, formed my own Quaker identity though YMG, JYM, BYM and Senior Conference. I still think about many of the talks that I have heard, the thoughts I had in meetings with several thousand people, and how they define who I am.		I volunteer for children's programme events every now and then. I always feel a part of this group when I volunteer, and it reminds me of when I was younger, first coming to Quakerism.		Yes. I started attending my local meeting aged 7, but went to a Quaker school and started boarding at age 11, then later attended university in a different city, and have moved to a different place now. 

I have definitely reduced my time going to Quaker meetings because of moving. Sometimes it is because I am busy, but also because I don't know my local meeting very well, it takes more effort to get involved and meet new people. 

I feel that I should go to my original meeting, as that is where I'm a member, but I haven't lived there for years. I know I can move my membership, but I don't feel enough a part of any other local meeting to do so. I wish there was a National membership, which recognises people who are Quakers, attend meeting, and wish to go to BYM but move around a lot. I think the current membership suits older people who are settled in a career or with a house much more than young people. If I didn't have National events I think I would feel much less a part of the Quaker community.		Yes, I think when I have a stable long term job, and have bought a house I will be more able to be involved with one local meeting. I also think that having children will encourage me to be more involved with Quakers. I think local meetings don't really fit with people who just want to go to meeting occasionally.		My partner is not Quaker, so if we had children and he didn't want them to be Quaker then that would make things harder.		Quakerism is my spiritual home, and helps me through any difficulties in life. I have also made many friends, and had a very important long term relationship with a Quaker I met through the Quaker community.		Definitely positive on my life. I think there are small things that Quakerism needs to do to change for young people, but I'm so glad I know so many like mined people, and have the space to learn about myself and be challenged.		I think membership should be more flexible for young people, so that you can be part of the Religious Society of Friends without being tied to one meeting.				Lottie				Dodwell				lottsandlotts@hotmail.com				5593		4/5/16 11:35

		30		10		Parents						Yes		No		Work		25				Having been considering it for a while, I found myself an encounter with a convert to Islam and defending the Quakerism so thought it was about time I applied.										Hardly ever		Never												Attended a Quaker School								Every week		I didn't really become involved with Quakers until I went to university.  My father taught at a Quaker School for 10 years until I was 11 so I knew and attended the odd meeting within the school.  However, having left the school I continued to attend Church with my parents so the habit of attending a place of worship every Sunday is something I like to maintain.		Young Friends General Meeting								Britain Yearly Meeting events/groups														Yes, it is a crucial aspect of my identity. I intend it to identify me as Christian, but also recognise not all Quakers are Christian.  Self-identifying as Quaker also tells people something about my philosophy particularly issues like attitudes to equality, justice and peace (war).		y		Yes, I believe in the God of the Bible, but not restricted to the Bible but continuing to be revealed through human experience.		Somewhat important		Like many Quaker things, it is making public a Spiritual event and to some extent makes you accountable.  It is also a commitment to strive after Quaker ideas and actually contribute to that effort.  I don't like people who want to influence the direction but don't want to do the work.  Hopefully, being a member shows that I am prepared to do the work.		Very important		'Process not away'.  What we do evolves but we have a method for learning and testing our promptings which has been tried and tested over centuries.  These methods also provide the space for our testimonies and should stop vocal knowledgeable Friends dominating what we do.  Structures are probably less important.		Very important		Quakerism is corporate not individual.  Unless you are regularly meeting (physically or virtually) with a variety of Friends I don't see how you can represent or reflect Quaker beliefs.		YFGM was quite important but each of the local meetings I have attended have helped shape me and let my life speak.  YFGM was great at teaching me about Quakerism and linking be to an amazing body of young Friends.				Yes, I have moved around quite a bit during my time as an attender and member.  I think at a very basic level my involvement has remained the same (attending meeting every week) but the opportunities to get involved do vary geographically and also in terms of what the other aspects of my life demand from me.  Being involved with Central work is great but not easy when you live a long way from London.		As I have recently served in local, area and central roles I'm not sure how much more involved I could be while maintaining my professional like.		Potentially family and work could pull me away.		Certainly yes, but quite difficult to describe.  Friendships and exposure to a greater variety of people, ideas and opportunities.  I have become more confident in letting my life speak and try to live all my life in communion with God.  But probably so much more besides.  I am a health researcher and being a Quaker has influenced the career opportunities I have pursued and achieved and the ideas I try to research.		Positive hopefully for the reasons outlined in my answer above.		A bit more certainly about messages of faith I think would change things but hopefully for the better.  There are age, period and cohort effects [research term] on the society and the role of the Church in society has changed between those Friends how a in their 50s and those in their 20s and 30s, which could be quite influential on what is happening among British Friends.  It would also be good for us to be seen for who we are not what we do, nor as the 'work horses' of the society, we have so many other pressure on us, e.g. the financial wreckage of the previous generations.				Andrew				Williams				didiomega@hotmail.com				5573		4/3/16 18:57

		22		2		Parents																										Nearly every week		Occasionally		National events (e.g. Children and Young People’s Programmes at Summer Gatherings, Yearly Meeting Gathering; Junior Yearly Meeting; Quaker Youth Pilgrimage; etc.)		Regional events (e.g. Friends Southern Summer Events, Holiday School, Summer Shindig; JYF; Teenage General Meeting; etc.)		Local Link groups														Hardly ever		Lack of time/interest.																								No, I don't feel my faith lies under any one banner.		n		no, i don't feel my faith lies under any one religion		Somewhat important		It helps you feel part of the group		Somewhat important		A general understanding is needed, but not the entirety		Somewhat important		it helps you connect with the other quakers more on a personal level		Local meeting as well as the southern young friends meet ups, OQF (Oxforshire Quaker Friends), and Summer school/Senior Conference		not at the moment		It's made me less involved		I think it's very possible that later in life i will become involved with quakers again		not really		Got me to know more nice people my own age		Positive, definately helped me form friendships later on in life		none at present				Patrick				FOpma				patrick.fopma@virgin.net				5570		4/3/16 14:37

		21		13		Parents						No												No						No, partially just from a sense of inertia, and partially because my attendance has been in decline the past few years and so applying for membership would be disingenuous		Nearly every week		Nearly every week		National events (e.g. Children and Young People’s Programmes at Summer Gatherings, Yearly Meeting Gathering; Junior Yearly Meeting; Quaker Youth Pilgrimage; etc.)		Regional events (e.g. Friends Southern Summer Events, Holiday School, Summer Shindig; JYF; Teenage General Meeting; etc.)		Local Link groups								Informal social groups of Quaker friends and family						Hardly ever		Mixture of reasons. On a practical level I was doing a job that required working nearly every Sunday. Around age 18 I was also left feeling somewhat alienated by certain hypocrisies surrounding ostensible policies of inclusion and just general 'cliquishness'.



One of my major (and, in fairness, only) criticisms of Quaker culture is a reluctance to acknowledge or address the the shortcomings of Quaker culture. This only led to my feelings of alienation forming into a vicious circle. I felt that by merely existing I was contradicting an established narrative, that people resented me because of it, and that it would be easier for everyone if I just disappeared, which to a certain extent I did. Then again, this may just be paranoia. Eithe way this affected me quite badly because I was at a quite vulnerable point when I discovered Quakerism and it was a very important part of my life for many years.														Informal social groups of Quaker friends and family										Yes. I feel like the spiritual grounding during my formative years helped me shape who I am today, and despite recent distancing I still feel a very strong affinity for the community		y		No.		Somewhat unimportant		In my mind I correlate a lack of hierarchy with a lack of need for formality		Very important		If these aren't wha define Quakerism, what is?		Very important				Summer Schoo/Senior Conference.

The scale of it				N/A		Overcoming my own inertia		Not that I can forsee		Gave me a spiritual grounding and a community		Positive, but in such a way that negative aspects are magnified		More for over 18s in general (I know there's already steps being taken for this)																5569		4/3/16 13:56

		31		25		Alone				I followed promptings from a guardian advert to find out about auakers in 2009. The bbc website had a description of quakers that spoke to me.		No												Don't know						I don't identify with an area meeting. I like my local meeting a lot though. I visit lots of different kocal meetings with yfgm but also I travel and sense some are quite different to each other.																								Nearly every week		I enjoy the stillness, and the community of meeting others.		Young Friends General Meeting												Informal social groups of Quaker friends and family										Yes though this is one Inreslly struggle with. I will never hide the fact that i am a quaker but I willvery reluctantly reveal it. This is because there are alwats lots of questions of what it is about which I rarely have the energy or patience to answer.		y		No. I feel very uncomfortable when there are references to Jesus in meeting. I understand our history but think we have noved beyond this.		Somewhat unimportant		I would like to be a member for my own sense of belonging. There are a few hurdles though. Firstly, i don't have an answer yet to the wuestion if why now. Secondly, i dont see any difference in how people are involved or interact whether attender or member.		Somewhat important		Quakers are proud of how they do things. Quakers also love to talk about how great their processes are at the risk of being insular.		Somewhat unimportant		The more involved, the more you feel a part of it.				YFGM in terms of seeing witness in action and how to build a cohesive community.		Not applicable		No		No		In many ways  i have met current and past partners through quaker groups. I have taken on boycotting of goods and services as one of my ways of witness. I have sought to see theogood in everyone even when I am frustrated. It has been a big formative part of my life at this stage.		Very positive for reasons above		I personally think it is fine but i live in London where there is a big group of similar aged people. I think the aged group of 30s and 40s probably needs more thought given the average age of first time attender is someone in their 40s.



Some local meetings are sleepy and this is very different to the BYM rhetoric about the drive everyone has for social justice.				Rajit				gholap				Rajit_gholap@hotmail.com				5563		4/3/16 6:50

		25		1		Parents						Yes		Yes				19				I had been brought up in a Quaker family and attended a Quaker school, am sympathetic to the Quaker way of living and wanted to contribute										Nearly every week		About once a month		National events (e.g. Children and Young People’s Programmes at Summer Gatherings, Yearly Meeting Gathering; Junior Yearly Meeting; Quaker Youth Pilgrimage; etc.)										Attended a Quaker School								Occasionally		Hard to make time with other commitments																								Yes		y		Yes		Somewhat important				Somewhat important		To know what you're a part of		Somewhat unimportant								Taking time to settle somewhere before figuring out where meeting is etc. It can take a while to figure it all out! Often there aren't other young friends at a meeting so it is less of a relatable community						Friendships, attitude towards others. My work.		Positive		Often if you attend a meeting as a young person , you are pounced on to get involved and asked to get involved in a lot!																5562		4/2/16 22:13

		19		5		Parents						No												No						Yes, after profound experiences at JYM		Nearly every week		Occasionally		National events (e.g. Children and Young People’s Programmes at Summer Gatherings, Yearly Meeting Gathering; Junior Yearly Meeting; Quaker Youth Pilgrimage; etc.)																		Occasionally		Clashes with uni														Informal social groups of Quaker friends and family										Yes. It is a shorthand way of conveying something about my spirituality which resonates on some level although it is imperfect.		y		Yes. It is simpler than explaining otherwise.		Somewhat unimportant				Somewhat important				Somewhat important								It has prompted me to become more involved with my local meeting in the holidays because I appreciate them more when I don't have the possibility of constant access to them.										I feel that it doesn't but am uncertain how this could be improved.																5561		4/2/16 21:31

		33		18		Alone				I had a spiritual awakening at 17. The mother of a close school friend was a Quaker and lent me a QF&P. Quakers were the only faith group I knew of who would accept me as a gay person, and I didn't feel I had to believe anything in order to start going.		Yes		No		Recently moving to the area and transferring my membership.		21				I had a lot of encouragement from my overseer, which included sending me on a course at Woodbrooke. I was reading Harvey Gillman's Swarthmore Lecture and suddenly realised I needed to apply for membership.												Never																				Every week		I currently work at Woodbrooke which I consider to be my worshipping community, so I go to worship around five times a week. As a result I rarely attend my local Meeting.												Through Woodbrooke programmes		Informal social groups of Quaker friends and family		Work for a Quaker organization								Yes. Because I'm a member and have taken on the Quaker story as my story. The Quaker tradition and community is what I've thrown my lot in with, and it's how I make sense of the world. It's not perfect but no community is. It's where I'm called to be.		y		Yes. I wasn't when I started coming to Quakers, but after meeting a Christian partner and studying it for myself, I've come to feel that Jesus is absolutely central to my understanding of Quakerism, and it is for most Quakers round the world. I've come close to resigning my membership when I felt being both a Christian and a Quaker was too challenging, but now I see them as synonymous. My partner worships at a local evangelical church and I have no problem occasionally worshipping with him. I also worship locally as part of an ecumenical Christ-centred house group.		Very important		Membership is like marriage - it's a public declaration about your commitment. I found becoming a member a really powerful and moving process. When other people become members, it gives me an opportunity to celebrate, and it reaffirms my own commitment. Commitment is important in a culture where commitment is valued less and less.		Very important		This is SO important. I don't believe you're a Quaker just because you feel like one. It's about being part of a shared journey. How can we have a Quaker future if we don't understand our past?		Very important		You need other Quakers in order to be a Quaker. There may be Quaker hermits out there, but as collective worship/discernment is at the heart of our practice and identity, I don't believe you can be a Quaker by yourself.		YFGM was absolutely vital to my formation as a Quaker, as was my first Meeting, which was so nurturing and encouraging.		Woodbrooke. As well as a job, it's also a vibrant worshipping community. Also, the world-wide Quaker community. I am in regular contact with Quaker friends in the United States and I feel connecting to international Quakers through the blogosphere.		When you come in to membership in one meeting, then have to move, can you connect as deeply to your new meeting? Whilst living in London I moved Meetings three times. As a result of all this moving I didn't celebrate my marriage in a Quaker meeting house - at the time I was very new to the Meeting and wasn't sure how much longer I'd be there.				If non-theism becomes enshrined in the revision of QF&P I will seriously re-consider my membership.		Everything!		Positive!						Mark				Russ				mark.d.russ@gmail.com				5559		4/2/16 20:02

		28		0		Parents						Yes		No		Moved to area due to job		26				As I was involved in leading a number of Quaker organisations, i felt that I had the commitment already just 'not on paper' and which enables a few practical things too.										Nearly every week		Nearly every week				Regional events (e.g. Friends Southern Summer Events, Holiday School, Summer Shindig; JYF; Teenage General Meeting; etc.)		Local Link groups														About once a month		Been away quite a lot weekends				Local Young Friends group				Volunteering at Quaker events (local, regional and national)																Yes. Having been brought up a Quaker the values have influenced decisions in many parts (if not all) of my life.		y		No, Christian is defined by others and although parts of that definition i recognise in Quakerism there are also bits I very much don't (such as unquestioning and dogma and idolitary...etc)		Somewhat unimportant		If you're committed you will probably be unconcerned about the affirmation of others anyway , the useful bits are practicality, like members contacts list, giving service etc		Somewhat important		Things have a historical context or a good way of doing things that helps with consistency and shared understanding		Very important		The world is a difficult and changing place if we come together we can help each other		Friends Southern Summer Events (summer school and senior Conf)

These gave me the place where I grew and explored my self as a individual in quakerism the most. Safe inclusive interesting stimulating and happy times		Somewhat helping out with London link group, as this has enabled me to meet lots of quakers in all the different places visited.		Being away from a meeting where I was know from a child was important step as this meant creating a quaker identity from scratch		If a job at bym came up		Some quaker groups are struggling to get new people putting more pressure on a smaller group/ becoming unsustainable		All aspects		Yes		Ways to engage on communications such as departmental/project blogs for things like qpsw ql cyp , etc. Ways to volunteer for one off projects. Understanding the needs of those who are already working in this area such as FSSE and offering them help.				Michael				Wood				email@michaelwood.me.uk				5553		4/2/16 10:52

		35		0		Parents																										Nearly every week		Hardly ever				Regional events (e.g. Friends Southern Summer Events, Holiday School, Summer Shindig; JYF; Teenage General Meeting; etc.)																About once a month		My meeting is monthly and when I can, I also go to the local meeting which has a wonderful children's meeting for my daughter.														Informal social groups of Quaker friends and family										Yes. I've always felt a sense of belonging with the Society of Friends and after some years of lapsed attendance, attended regularly and became a member once my daughter was born. I wanted to give her some of the spiritual grounding that my parents had shared with me.		y		This is something I feel reticent about still. I recognise the Christian roots of Quakerism and understand that many friends strongly Iidentify as Christian. For me, however, I am still finding my way with beliefs and I'm not sure where this sits on the spectrum of Christian.		Very important		Because it makes a commitment.		Somewhat important		I'm still learning these - they can be rather confusing and dare I say it, at times burdensome (from what I have seen in local meetings).		Somewhat important				FSSE friends summer school - absolutely fundamental to me gaining a sense of self as a teenager and beyond. Went back and volunteered on the staff team and learnt a lot then too.		Peckham meeting - it has stripped back Quakerism to its very essence  - friends meeting once a month to join in silence and share a meal afterwards. Simplicity in action.		I definitely lost contact with friends whilst at university but now I've moved back to the area I grew up in I have re-established links with my local area meeting.		My children being older.		If I felt that there were too many asks of my time without understanding why.		I don't know where to start! It us absolutely fundamental to who I am, what I believe in and how I live my life. I try and live quaker values in my day to day life, although this is difficult in action! I have a group of peers who I find encouraging and challenging. Proud isn't quite the right word here but I feel glad to identify as a quaker given the rich heritage and strong values of the society. Sometimes there are statements that come from the Society overall (such as on education) that I don't necessarily feel incorporates my views, but I am still happy that they are well intentioned.		Positive, although at times a bit  baffling. I didn't become a  member for a while as I was concerned I didn't have enough knowledge of the society or time to offer. Through discussion and gentle encouragement, I came to realise that those two things develop as I grow as a member.		As much as possible, try and encourage meetings to have children's meetings. For people my age with young children, they are so helpful.   On another note, I've been thinking for some time that I'm not a young adult in the eyes of Quakers - I'm delighted to find out that I am for one more year... But it feels like it's a bit late to tap into any young quaker networks now! Perhaps a little more communication earlier on to help people identify with a community of other peers? I only saw that this was active thanks to a post on Paul's Facebook page.				Anna				Trethewey				Annatreth@gmail.com				5552		4/2/16 10:52

		29		23		Quaker friend/acquaintance				My housemates attended meeting, and I kept bumping into Quakers at social justice events. Curiosity got the better of me...		No												No						No, I have been comfortable attending meeting, and giving in whichever ways I feel led. I do not feel led to apply for membership.																								About once a month		It varies depending on how busy I am, whether mid-week meetings are available and my health.										Britain Yearly Meeting events/groups				Informal social groups of Quaker friends and family						Other (please specify)		EMEYF		Yes I self-identify as a Quaker. It was a barely noticeable transition. I started saying "we" instead of "they" when explaining Quaker values to other people, and realised I had arrived.		y		I grow ever more distant from my relationship with Christianity as I understand it (I was brought up Church of England), but not from God.		Somewhat unimportant		To me, it is not at all important, but I know from speaking with others that they find it an essential part of their identity. So I cannot rule it out.		Very important		The most disciplined meetings for worship for business which I have attended have also been the most powerful and most transformative. My opinion that 'Quaker methods' potentially held something of exquisite value were changed into a firm belief at this point. It was a relief to find my faith renewed; those well-clerked, well-disciplined meetings have affirmed my whole outlook on life, and taught me the value of listening with my heart.		Very important		I find that I need to seek friendship and shared experiences amongst Quakers or "Quakers-sans-savoir" on a regular basis, to rekindle my spirit and continue to hold fast to that which brought me to Quakers in the first place. Sometimes it is as simple as spending time with Friends in silent worship.				Local meeting - a regular time for peaceful worship and a chance to "centre" myself

EMEYF - My main influence as a Quaker. I find it a dynamic, changing-yet-steadfast, very disciplined and friendly group of Quakers. Friendships from that group have become lifelong and have a spiritual root.

QPSW - Not directly involved, but their work inspires me and shapes me indirectly.		Moving has never impacted on my involvement.						Where to begin! All of the above and more...		Very positive. Apart from too much time dithering over quantities for soup lunch, or door rotas, I have found Quakers to be the most inspiring people I have ever encountered. They so often show humility, a depth and breadth of experience, a questioning mind and a gift for listening and for meeting you where you are. I am eternally grateful that I have found a place to belong, where I have learned to finally listen to others, and to that of God within them, and all the gifts that that brings.						Rose				Oliver				rose.happybunny@gmail.com				5549		4/2/16 1:22

		25		8		Parents						No												No						I was considering applying for membership of the meeting where I grew up, but having moved away am now waiting until I'm reliably settled in an area.		Nearly every week		Nearly every week		National events (e.g. Children and Young People’s Programmes at Summer Gatherings, Yearly Meeting Gathering; Junior Yearly Meeting; Quaker Youth Pilgrimage; etc.)		Regional events (e.g. Friends Southern Summer Events, Holiday School, Summer Shindig; JYF; Teenage General Meeting; etc.)		Local Link groups														Hardly ever		I keep sleeping in on Sunday mornings, or having other commitments																								Yes. I identify strongly with Quaker ideas as a philosophy, and even if I'm not currently actively involved, the Society was very much a formative influence.		y		No. I'm agnostic and I don't believe in the divinity of Jesus. I'm culturally but not religiously Christian and describing myself as Christian outside of certain specific contexts would be misleading		Somewhat unimportant		It's entirely possibly to identify as Quaker and to participate in Quaker life/society without being in membership, but the concept of membership is important and I feel like a bit of a bad Quaker for not having made more effort to be in membership.		Somewhat important		Quakerism is a broad enough church philosophically and theologically that part of defining Quakerism has also to rest on our processes and structures and social traditions to have enough concrete stuff to give a meaningful identity.		Somewhat important		You don't necessarily have to be active at all points, but it is important to have a sense of community and fellowship with other Friends developed through active participation to be able to identify as part of the group "Quakers"		NYFSG, and Cotherstone meeting - the latter for being a stable regular presence in my life and making Quakers a standard part of my time and community, and the former for being an intense immersive experience with a strong and quickly formed community bond, which made it dramatically apparent that this was where I belonged, because it was so distinct from the rest of the year.		I'm not active anywhere right now.		Going to university made me awful at going to meeting.		Moving to an area where I haven't already established Sunday social commitments.		...it'd be hard at this point because I am a RUBBISH QUAKER		Honestly I don't think it's possible to untangle all the influences it's had on my childhood and growing up. Friendships, check. Spiritual home, in a lot of ways, yes. Has defined a lot of my personal philosophy and mode of approaching things (business practice has had a lot of influence on how I work with groups, among other things)



Specific but important things: Ministering in a plenary session at YMG was a massive turning point for me in terms of self-confidence and ability to get up and say things that need saying, it's a very small thing but I really can't overstate how important that's been for me.



Being on committees with adults as a teenager was also really important to me as a growing-up experience, and an opportunity to act as an adult I didn't get anywhere else at that age and that was really valuable.		Positive. I've been frustrated by aspects of Quakerism (and individual Quakers...) but I've never been unhappy with Quakerism as a whole or Quakers in general.																		5547		4/1/16 23:28

		23		3		Parents						No												No						No. Was happy to remain an 'Attendee'.		About once a month		Hardly ever		National events (e.g. Children and Young People’s Programmes at Summer Gatherings, Yearly Meeting Gathering; Junior Yearly Meeting; Quaker Youth Pilgrimage; etc.)		Regional events (e.g. Friends Southern Summer Events, Holiday School, Summer Shindig; JYF; Teenage General Meeting; etc.)										Informal social groups of Quaker friends and family						Hardly ever		Time; don't know other local attendees well; sleep in late on a Sunday; no longer self-identify as a Quaker														Informal social groups of Quaker friends and family										No. 



I find some of my political views conflict with some views held almost universally by Quakers. I can no longer see much compatibility between some of my views and one of the Quaker Testimonies.		n		No. 



For theological reasons, I do not accept the assertion of the existence of God without reasonable evidence.		Not important at all		I don't fully understand the difference between Membership and Attendence.		Somewhat important				Somewhat important		A social environment can make the Quaker experience more enjoyable and can allow young Quakers to develop their spirituality by sharing experiences and ideas with each other.		No		No		While I always made myself aware of local Quaker meetings, moving to many new locations in a short time meant that I didn't have the time or motivation to attend meetings. However, I have continued to meet up with informal Quaker friendship groups.		If I could ever personally reconcile my political differences with some Quaker values.				Quakerism has been a positive influence on my life and has impacted on my personal and social development, life experiences, values, political views and activism, friendships and relationships.



It has had a big influence on how I live my life and how interact with the people I meet.		Positive. I have made some close friends through Quakerism, it has reinforced values that I still hold on to today, I have learned and experienced a great deal that I would not otherwise have experienced.		The only thing I can think of is providing more opportunities for young Friends to socialise, but I'm sure there is more that can be done.																5546		4/1/16 23:09

		24		22		Parents						No												No						I don't know enough about it but I would like to.																								Never		I don't know fully what being a Quaker involves.																								No		n		Yes, I am a follower of Christ and his teachings of love and forgiveness.		Somewhat unimportant				Somewhat important				Somewhat important																																		5545		4/1/16 22:56

		25		1		Parents						No												No						Yes, because I identify as a Quaker and I like the symbolism associated with being a member.		Never		Never		National events (e.g. Children and Young People’s Programmes at Summer Gatherings, Yearly Meeting Gathering; Junior Yearly Meeting; Quaker Youth Pilgrimage; etc.)												Informal social groups of Quaker friends and family						Hardly ever		It's not easy for me to get to at the moment and I currently work shifts, so am able to attend infrequently and when I am able to attend I usually want to spend time socialising because having a weekend is a rareity.														Informal social groups of Quaker friends and family										I feel very strongly that I am a Quaker. I feel that I have been deeply influenced by the morals and modes of thought adopted by Quakers.		y		I do not identify as a Christian.



While I feel that there is a core within Christianity that is good, and that was the intention it was set out with, you have to search for it. The good book is plagued by things that don't apply to our contemporary culture. I see nothing wrong in modernising our religion to fit with what we believe to be good today. People who identify as Christians already cherry pick the parts of the bible that they feel apply to their lives, ignoring the parts that they disagree with.		Somewhat important		It's a nice thing to have, but it feels arbitrary as well, I am unaware of it's utility.		Very important		They define us, what make us unique, what influence our thoughts, what make us beautiful.		Very important				Junior Yearly Meeting, it's the one that challenged me the most. It also showed me all the reasons that Quakerism is so wonderful. Knowing there was a community that I belonged to of likeminded, young individuals was a nourishing experience and I think I would have been lost for a long time without it.				It didn't		Leaving my current job.		I hope not		It's opened doors for me, having the experience under my belt.



It's been my opportunity to discover what Quakerism means to me and understand on a fundamental level our practices.



It's been an opportunity to develop my sense of self and belonging in the world.



It's been an opportunity to meet and develop relationships with some of the most wonderful people.		Strictly positive. I love it all, from the bottom to the top. I even relish the clashes, and differences, because even they are handled in such a different way that I think there's something to be learned from it.		I just wish the numbers were higher. I know we're out there, I know we adore it, we just don't attend. It's disheartening.				Elliott				Burcham				e.burcham@icloud.com				5533		4/1/16 1:45

		20		4		Parents						No												No						have considered it but never thought it was right for me/worth the effort		Nearly every week		Nearly every week		National events (e.g. Children and Young People’s Programmes at Summer Gatherings, Yearly Meeting Gathering; Junior Yearly Meeting; Quaker Youth Pilgrimage; etc.)		Regional events (e.g. Friends Southern Summer Events, Holiday School, Summer Shindig; JYF; Teenage General Meeting; etc.)										Informal social groups of Quaker friends and family						Occasionally		difficult to remember/get up while at University, so only go when i'm at home								Volunteering at Quaker events (local, regional and national)		Britain Yearly Meeting events/groups				Informal social groups of Quaker friends and family										i do, as i agree with a lot of the morals and ideas/guidelines which come up in QFP and over discussions with fellow quakers. i enjoy it's rather loose non-definitional nature in terms of not following a strict doctrine. i consioder myself an agnostic atheist, in that i don't believe in god or a higher power but realise we can't seem to know for certain.		y		i don't, as i don't believe in god and feel like a lot of the things i would associate myself with if i identified as a christian don't really correlate with how i feel, such as the doctrine, ritual etc.		Not important at all		Because your own personal identity shouldn't be determined by some application process. for some people it is important and makes them feel more included and validated and that's fine, but i don't feel the need to on a personal identity based level as i wouldn't feel any more or less a Quaker being a member or not.		Somewhat unimportant		because i think you could be a quaker for a number of reasons, and those could be wholly spiritual/religious/meditative, and that doesn't need knowledge of how a business meeting is run etc., but i don't think that person is any less a quaker than someone who is heavily involved in those things.		Somewhat important		i believe a large part of quakerism (for me at least) is on some level discussion and sharing of ideas, which can only really happen in a community of some kind. i think it would still be possible to be a quaker and not be involved in a community, and just perform private meditation etc., but i personally wouldn't enjoy that as much as a shared meeting		primarily, my local meeting and the people who go there probably influenced me the most. JYM influenced me a lot in finding other people similar to me, and showing a whole lot of new ideas and perspectives on those ideas. YFHS did a similar thing but with different views, and brought a more social and fun aspect to it, while JYM was more thought provoking. these groups seemed to resonate more with me as i enjoyed being in them more and being around like minded people		still involved in YFHS and local meeting as above.		i've gone to university, and that has decreased my meeting attendance, and my ability to volunteer as it's hard to attend training mweekends during term time.		hopefully if i can organise volunteering for more events/ having time then i would enjoy doing that.		only if there was some radical shift in quaker ideology which i was uncomfortable with		given me a lot of new friendships, and expanded my mindset and approach to discussion of thought about concepts/issues as a whole. also the volunteering i've done with Quaker youth events has been fun and given me useful experiences for life.		definitely positive, as all the influences above are positive and i haven't experienced anything negative.		-				Robert				Kirk				Robert.kirk.3.14@gmail.com				5523		3/31/16 17:03

		21		10		Grandparents						No												Yes				Yes				Hardly ever		Hardly ever		National events (e.g. Children and Young People’s Programmes at Summer Gatherings, Yearly Meeting Gathering; Junior Yearly Meeting; Quaker Youth Pilgrimage; etc.)		Regional events (e.g. Friends Southern Summer Events, Holiday School, Summer Shindig; JYF; Teenage General Meeting; etc.)		Local Link groups								Informal social groups of Quaker friends and family						Hardly ever																Informal social groups of Quaker friends and family										No		n		No		Somewhat unimportant				Somewhat important				Somewhat unimportant																																		5522		3/31/16 16:50

		22		0		Parents						Yes		Yes				15		I applied for my own membership		I felt like it was time. I knew I felt part of the family at my meeting and had been attending young Quaker events for quite some time.										Nearly every week		About once a month		National events (e.g. Children and Young People’s Programmes at Summer Gatherings, Yearly Meeting Gathering; Junior Yearly Meeting; Quaker Youth Pilgrimage; etc.)		Regional events (e.g. Friends Southern Summer Events, Holiday School, Summer Shindig; JYF; Teenage General Meeting; etc.)		Local Link groups		Quaker Work Camp Reunions						Informal social groups of Quaker friends and family						Hardly ever		I go whenever I am home with my parents, but I no longer live at home and I just don't go! 

I have been living out of the country for some time too, and have not always been able to find a local meeting.		Young Friends General Meeting				University society		Volunteering at Quaker events (local, regional and national)		Britain Yearly Meeting events/groups				Informal social groups of Quaker friends and family				Member of a Quaker listed informal group						Yes. 

I feel like it is just part of me. It's the first thing I say when people ask if I have a faith/ religion. I feel like the testimonies do guide me in daily life.		y		I say yes when I'm asked, but clarify I am a Quaker. 

I would not call myself a Christian outright though- I find it hard as I do not know if I believe in God, which I feel is a strong part of Quakerism.		Not important at all		I think membership is more of a formality. 

If people feel guided though Quakerism then there is no need to be a member.		Somewhat important		I think it's important to know the background/ customs/ testimonies. 

And to know how MfW and MfB works. 

But you can still have Quaker faith without knowing all that. It's what you feel, right?		Somewhat important		I feel like it's important to my identity as a young Quaker. 

I love hearing about all the exciting things my peers are doing and it encourages me to do more too. I feel maybe I would have engaged less without it. 

But it does not mean you cannot have Quaker beliefs and values without being so active.		For sure Summer School. Being introduced to such a vibrant world of Quakerism, away from parents at the age of 11 is really something! 

It makes you think for yourself a lot more.		At the moment it would be local meeting. As a 22 year old it is harder to find the other ways to get involved. 

Also, as you get older, you do start to learn a lot more about the older members and attenders, which can have a big impact on you!		First going to university it made me realise how much I depended on my parents to attend. 

Then moving out of the country it made me realise how much I depend on the UK to attend. 



I think maybe my physical involvement decreased, but my mental identification could have grown stronger- if that makes sense?		Moving back to somewhere where I know where the local meeting is!		Staying out of the country? Or having other priorities on a Sunday morning e.g Sport commitments		Friendship 

Values (veganism, pacifist)

Volunteering 

Work Experience 

Choice of Degree		Of course positive! 

Can you be a negative Quaker?		Maybe more opportunities (or more widely advertised opportunities) for Quakers aged 18-21. 

The post Senior Conference blues really are something else.																5521		3/31/16 16:33

		21		0		Parents						Yes		Yes				16				Felt like the logical and right thing to do.										Every week		Nearly every week		National events (e.g. Children and Young People’s Programmes at Summer Gatherings, Yearly Meeting Gathering; Junior Yearly Meeting; Quaker Youth Pilgrimage; etc.)		Regional events (e.g. Friends Southern Summer Events, Holiday School, Summer Shindig; JYF; Teenage General Meeting; etc.)		Local Link groups				Leaveners/Quaker Youth Theatre				Informal social groups of Quaker friends and family						About once a month		Without a young quaker friend at Uni I find it hard to motivate myself to go to meeting here.														Informal social groups of Quaker friends and family										Yes I do, it allows me to explain quakerism and through that people understand who I am better		y		No, the word Christian comes with a whole bunch of preassumed ideas about faith and God which I don't identify with. I prefer the freedom of Quakers		Somewhat important		It's nice to feel committed but I would have the same relationship if I wasnt a member		Somewhat important		They allow you to frame and understand your faith but should not shape it entirely		Somewhat unimportant		For me quakerism is predominantly a personal relation with faith and therefore the community aspect is secondary, for now						Makes it lessen		Having a family and a young meeting nearby		Finding a new faith		Friendships and university choice (peace studies)		Positive						Mackenzie				Denyer				macdenyer@gmail.com				5509		3/31/16 8:28

		21		0		Parents						No												No						Yes, because I wanted to become part of Quakers and to belong but didn't because I'm no longer sure I do belong.		Every week		About once a month		National events (e.g. Children and Young People’s Programmes at Summer Gatherings, Yearly Meeting Gathering; Junior Yearly Meeting; Quaker Youth Pilgrimage; etc.)		Regional events (e.g. Friends Southern Summer Events, Holiday School, Summer Shindig; JYF; Teenage General Meeting; etc.)				Quaker Work Camp Reunions						Informal social groups of Quaker friends and family						Never		I say Sunday morning but to be honest I'm just kind of sick of meeting, I feel like I haven't got so little out of meeting in the past when putting in such a huge effort that it's not even worth trying. When I was younger I put lots of effort into organising things at meeting and people wouldn't come and it's not the sort of thing people seem to enjoy as a group to get good friendships out of at this stage in my life, I feel disappointed with what I've got out of meetings. In contrast I've got lots out of national/regional events where there are lots of people my age that I have been able to build up friendships outside of meeting with.								Volunteering at Quaker events (local, regional and national)						Informal social groups of Quaker friends and family										Yes I self-identify as a Quaker, I find many Quaker teachings useful and live many Quaker values. Although not a regular attender of meeting I enjoy them when I attend on a semi-regular basis. I think Quakerism is more than just about being able to attend meeting regularly and often think of meditation with others as similar to Quaker worship. I also think it is about the living of values and the Quaker community.		y		I do not self-identify as Christian. I am currently a atheist (or Quathiest) but have been agnostic (or Quagnostic) at many periods in the past, including the recent past. I believe in some Christian teaching but mainly because they are in Quakerism, but would identify with Quakerism over Christianity and while think the two are linked, do not think they are linked intrinsically.		Somewhat unimportant		Membership can mean different things to different people, but I have been a member previously and it has not made me feel any different about Quakerism. However it does allow some ties to the Society.		Somewhat unimportant		Anyone could learn about traditions and values of Quakerism, but it is about identifying with what those values are, rather than knowing the exact codes of what it is. I have also said that Quakerism is alot like the Pirate Code, from the first Pirates of the Caribbean movie in that 'it's more like guidelines' rather than exact sticking to all of the rules and regulations, which is one the things that makes me like it so much over other religions.		Somewhat important		I think being a part of a Quaker community is one of the main things over the years that has tied me to Quakerism. It has been one of the most important things for me, but I can see that for others it is potentially less important. For me myself, I would put it in the top category, but don't think this is the same for everyone.		My local Meeting had a strong impact on my Quaker identify, Sheffield was a large meeting and when I was younger that felt invigorating and meant I went to meeting a lot more than other young people my age. My mum was an active Quaker and also pushed me into doing alot of stuff and I didn't have a backbone to develop my own feelings and I didn't develop enough myself to be able to develop an identity outside of it and the hopelessness I felt organising alot of Quaker things ended up feeding into my depression.		I am still friends with a lot of young Quakers and they influence me as I find my opinions and choices (both everyday and life) evolving with how others are around me. I am not as involved with Quakerism as I am very emitted with the lack of change that has happened in the world and the inevitably of everything being a horrible repeat of what has happened before and have seen people I love and cherish's dreams, hope and even minor ambitions trashed by our shitty soceity. For this reason I have tried to live more and think less, as I am not sure you can get true happiness for being so reflective, especially with my mental health problems.		I am a University Student currently and this has not affected my involvement with Quakerism as I was quite involved in my first year. Instead my involvement with Quakerism has been changed by me becoming too old for Young Person's events (and instead meeting with my friends socially), and my depression and anxiety leading for me to find it difficult to talk to new people alot of the time.		I think there are inevitable stages of my life that I am comfortable with but cannot escape, and I think drifting back to Quakerism in my mid to late 30s is one of them.		I'm not sure		I have made fantastic friendships through Quakerism. It has shaped my morals and poltics and I have many of my closest friendships from Quakerism.		Overall I would say it is positive because of the spiritual grounding, many happy memories and great friendships I have got but at the moment I just need a break from Quakerism because I am trying to find out who I am.		I am currently feeling fatigue from Quakerism, particularly having to socialise with people that I find tiresome, which can be common at Quaker events where you have to put a sheen on stuff rather than establish parametres for relationships.				David				Bamford				david.bamford1@yahoo.co.uk				5494		3/30/16 0:10

		22		13		Parents						No												Yes		Because it's different when you're an adult and it doesn't give me the same enjoyment as when I was younger, as before they helped me financially to get into things like senior conference which was the highlight of my teenage life		No				Hardly ever		About once a month		National events (e.g. Children and Young People’s Programmes at Summer Gatherings, Yearly Meeting Gathering; Junior Yearly Meeting; Quaker Youth Pilgrimage; etc.)		Regional events (e.g. Friends Southern Summer Events, Holiday School, Summer Shindig; JYF; Teenage General Meeting; etc.)										Informal social groups of Quaker friends and family						Never		Because I don't feel like I develop myself by just sitting in silence and there doesn't seem to be much else but that and lengthy business meeting																								no I think/find young Quakers and adult Quakers are two very different things		n		no and I never have		Not important at all		Because there doesn't seem to be much difference except in business meetings where non members are asked to leave...which makes me feel excluded and then make my experience with Quakers on that day lessen but I get the other argument		Very important		There isn't much left if you take them away		Somewhat important		That's the beauty of Quakers, it's individual. For me though I don't consider myself Quaker because I'm not active		n/a		n/a		n/a		if there was something like senior conference for older people...and it wasn't too serious and had things like secret friend, games, base groups, craft activities, cosy glows etc...		it remains how it is now		friendsss		positive (young Quaker) non existent/negative (adult)		creative activities and events to focus more on the community aspect. E.g. A book that gets posted to person to person and when received you can look at inspiration and art done by others then fill out the next blank page for those who get it in the future to read, or something like SS but for young adults but just as fun				Emily				Palmer				emilymaypalmer@gmail.com				5492		3/29/16 21:54

		21		3		Parents						No												Don't know						I considered applying when I was approached by my local Clerk aged sixteen but I decided not to. I felt too young to make such a significant religious commitment.		Nearly every week		Occasionally		National events (e.g. Children and Young People’s Programmes at Summer Gatherings, Yearly Meeting Gathering; Junior Yearly Meeting; Quaker Youth Pilgrimage; etc.)		Regional events (e.g. Friends Southern Summer Events, Holiday School, Summer Shindig; JYF; Teenage General Meeting; etc.)										Informal social groups of Quaker friends and family						Hardly ever		I do not live near a meeting and my current lifestyle lacks routine and is incredibly demanding of my time. Hopefully when my life mellows I will move to an area with a local meeting!														Informal social groups of Quaker friends and family										I have consistently self-identified as a Quaker for a number of years, both publicly and in a spiritual sense. I have always felt a distinct and close connection with Quakerism, Quakers and the experiences I have had within the denomination, to the point where it feels like a part of me will always be a Quaker no matter how infrequently I attend meeting. I feel at home in a meeting house and around Quakers and I guess this has led to my identification as a Quaker continuing despite my lack of contact in recent years with Quakers.		y		I do not self-identify as a Christian for all of the reasons that make me identify with Quakerism. I associate Christianity with the Church of England primary school I attended, with being made to sit in church every seasonal holiday and listen to an old man tell me how I should behave, the correct way to think and pray and act. It was never warm and inviting, and for that reason I probably see Christianity as a distinct and separate entity to the welcoming, accepting nature of Quakerism.		Somewhat unimportant		I grew up surrounded by attenders who would identify as Quakers and participate in local meeting committees but were not prepared to make a spiritual commitment to the denomination. I think it is a nice gesture but I am not sure of its purpose.		Somewhat important		The formalities are the backbone of the formal Quaker institution - tradition is nice so long as it can be fluid as the years progress. Some Quaker processes are integral, in my opinion, to the ideology of the movement, such as Advices and Queries. Other elements, such as extensive business meetings with no fast forward capabilities, are tradition but could benefit from updating.		Somewhat important		I have always associated Quakerism, or any faith, with community, support and activism. All of the testimonies imply engaging with a community, local, national or international - truth, equality, simplicity and peace.		Summer School and Senior Conference had a huge impact on my teenage experience, despite the fact that they only ran once a year. I made lifelong friends and together with other participants and volunteers we created a safe space for our spirituality to be explored. I found a similar thing with JYF.				I definitely lost a significant amount of contact with Quakerism and Quakers when I moved to university. I have not been to meeting independently of family or friends in a number of years.		Living near a meeting house and having an established lifestyle routine will make me much more likely to attend meeting. At the moment I have to take everything a day at a time due to my workload and even enjoyable activities can become a chore. I don't want meeting to become a chore.		Living far away from Quakers I guess. But otherwise, no.		The friends I made during Quaker youth events provided me with a strong, accepting and kind friendship group that I was very grateful for in my teenage years. They had a huge impact on my life, exposed me to different upbringings and shaped my understanding of spirituality and friendship for the better.		Incredibly positive. Quakers have been some of the best influences in my life. They set an example of how I wish to live.		They could use social media to let young adult Quakers know when there will be YA meetings and events - start a Twitter or a Facebook page.																5491		3/29/16 21:32

		18		0		Parents																										Nearly every week		Occasionally		National events (e.g. Children and Young People’s Programmes at Summer Gatherings, Yearly Meeting Gathering; Junior Yearly Meeting; Quaker Youth Pilgrimage; etc.)		Regional events (e.g. Friends Southern Summer Events, Holiday School, Summer Shindig; JYF; Teenage General Meeting; etc.)		Local Link groups								Informal social groups of Quaker friends and family						Occasionally																Informal social groups of Quaker friends and family										No - I feel like the 'religious' element to the religious society of friends is very important and whilst i'm probably not atheist i'm also not convinced at all in my spiritual beliefs. I don't think this necessarily is incompatible with being quaker, as I find meeting for worship spiritually fulfilling, but as I've never become a member I feel like I can't call myself Quaker. Having said that I realise that I hypocritically do so to friends because it's easier than explaining why I occasionally go to meeting maybe. Basically not sure.		n		Nope, never have done.		Somewhat important		Identifying as part of the quaker community doesn't necessarily require membership, but the commitment of membership itself is a strong consolidation of Quaker identity and towards maintaining and upholding the community in general.		Somewhat important		For those that have been attenders all their lives, etc, an understanding of quaker processes and traditions can be integral to feeling a sense of belonging and identity. However, this shouldn't deter those who are new to Quakerism but feel a strong sense of connection		Very important		Depends - should be very important but often simply impossible to attend meeting regularly. More provision should be given for those unable to attend meeting but wishing to remain part of a community. Although I guess being part of a community doesn't necessarily require attending meeting...		Local meeting, Area meeting and FSSE. Particularly FSSE as it enabled young people to explore their own understanding of quakerism and the testimonies, and the ways in which these are expressed, and develop the sense of community that for many was/is a strong support. JYM and JYF also do this to a lesser extent.				Moving to boarding school made it hard to remain involved as there was no meeting I was able to attend and so I relied on yearly events. Since moving to university I've been less involved due to being too old for many events - but also just because I'm too lazy/exhausted/busy catching up with work on a sunday to go to meeting, and also I have to sing Evensong a lot, so I'm aware that going to meeting regularly is something I need to work on.		Some form of centralised membership				Really strong friendships, supplementing a difficult home life often. Strong influence of the testimonies, acquired work experience through quaker contacts that was probably a strongly influencing factor on me attending the university I wanted to etc. Even meant I had people on my course able to provide help once I got to uni. Basically a massive influence, and continuing to do so.		Overall strongly positive.		Have had many in the past but can't remember right now sorryyy! Thank you for even trying though. Centralised membership would have provided me a lot of support whilst at boarding school.				Tirion				Rees Davies				treesdavies@live.co.uk				5490		3/29/16 21:29

		24		0		Parents						No												No						Yes. I want to apply for membership once I have settled in a set location and give to the the community and commit to attending. I cannot do that currently.		Nearly every week		Occasionally		National events (e.g. Children and Young People’s Programmes at Summer Gatherings, Yearly Meeting Gathering; Junior Yearly Meeting; Quaker Youth Pilgrimage; etc.)		Regional events (e.g. Friends Southern Summer Events, Holiday School, Summer Shindig; JYF; Teenage General Meeting; etc.)		Local Link groups		Quaker Work Camp Reunions				Attended a Quaker School		Informal social groups of Quaker friends and family						Hardly ever		I work Sundays. I attend weekday meetings when they are on and I am not working.								Volunteering at Quaker events (local, regional and national)						Informal social groups of Quaker friends and family										I feel connected to the faith and community as I was brought up with it and was a big part of my life and upbringing. However as I attend less and grow older, I find myself distancing and becoming less familiar from the practices Quakerism teaches.		u		I feel like there is some kind of holy spirit but I'm not sure what. I'm enjoying researching other faiths to see which I identify with best. I'm not sure if it's Christianity but I believe in something.		Somewhat important		I think to be a member you have to give to the community as well as take. And being a member recognises this.		Very important		Have you ever been to a business meeting? Haha they have a set of structures that are based on the main practises that are VERY unique but they serve a purpose.		Very important		Quakerism is as much a community as a belief, as most religions are. (In my opinion)		Young Quaker events. I think how at all events there is a gradual progression and being nominated for things is very important to a lot of young peoples self worth. Plus it creates a very unique community, which most attendees recognise.		I'm not very involved currently due to work so cannot answer this. Sorry.		I found it quite patronising going to meetings in new areas. I like that members of the meeting want to talk to me but I don't like how they spoke to me. It did make me feel less encouraged to attend a meeting where I didn't know anyone.		Once I work somewhere at a set location which will allow me to go to meeting.		Probably but none that I can think of from the top of my head.		Everything. I would be a very different person if I was not brought up a Quaker. I can't even begin to think of how much my life would be affected.		Positive. I think Quakerism teaches you life skills in how to behave and treat people which are very useful in life. (Open minded, equality, etc)		I found that once I turned 18 I questioned heavily whether I was a quaker because I wanted to be one or because I was brought up as one. I distanced myself from it to do some "soul searching". I found myself drawn back to it as it feels like a 'home' to me.



 I think a lot of young adults, especially in this time have to be more focussed on their personal life so attending and keeping in contact is very hard. 



Maybe have a forum going means people can still connect to Quakerism and interact in their own time without the commitment of attending.																5489		3/29/16 20:59

		19		0		Parents						No												No						Young Quaker evemts made me feel part of a Quaker community and that quakerism was important in my life which perhaps led me to consider membership on occasion, however I've never felt that membership would be important for my spirituality and therefore haven't decided to become a member. I also wanted to enjoy the freedom of the early years of adulthood and to see whether Quakerism would continue to be important to me without having already decided to become a member which would have felt like some kind of commitment.		Occasionally		About once a month		National events (e.g. Children and Young People’s Programmes at Summer Gatherings, Yearly Meeting Gathering; Junior Yearly Meeting; Quaker Youth Pilgrimage; etc.)		Regional events (e.g. Friends Southern Summer Events, Holiday School, Summer Shindig; JYF; Teenage General Meeting; etc.)		Local Link groups								Informal social groups of Quaker friends and family						Occasionally		University is a busy time and often commitments clash. I also find less compelled to go to a new meeting where I know almost no one.														Informal social groups of Quaker friends and family										Yes I would identify as a Quaker. It was an important part of who I was growing up and the connections I've made through Quakers shaped me as a teenager. I still sometimes attend meeting.		y		No, I feel I do not agree with key christian beliefs and do not use Christian writings such as the bible as part of my spirituality. I also think the term christian carries with it many connotations which do not relate to my self at all.		Not important at all		It doesn't affect the growth of your own spirituality or what you can get from or give to a quaker community		Somewhat important		Traditions less so, but am understanding of how meetings and business meetings work is tied in to living out quaker values within the community.		Somewhat unimportant		You can continue to hold your belies and values which can affect how you live your life without actively being a part of a quaker community at that time.		Young Quaker events, because this is where I felt the closest community and where I built connections with people my own age which have shaped how I see the world.				I am less likely to attend a new meeting where I do not know people. It also changes the structure of my week such that it is harder to fit meeting in.						I have important friendships and relationships which I have built through Quaker communities. More importantly, quakerism allowed me to explore my own beliefs and values within a supportive community which exposed me to activism and a particular concern for equality, environmentalism and simplicity.		Positive,																		5488		3/29/16 20:33

		21		0		Parents																										Every week		Nearly every week		National events (e.g. Children and Young People’s Programmes at Summer Gatherings, Yearly Meeting Gathering; Junior Yearly Meeting; Quaker Youth Pilgrimage; etc.)		Regional events (e.g. Friends Southern Summer Events, Holiday School, Summer Shindig; JYF; Teenage General Meeting; etc.)		Local Link groups														Nearly every week		Quakers are my home										Britain Yearly Meeting events/groups														Yes. Born and raised.		y		Broadly yes. I believe quakers shelter under that umbrella		Somewhat important		Just attending is enough but being a member is a show of commitment.		Somewhat important		It can be helpfyl to know the roots of ones religions.		Somewhat important		Its good to give something back		Local quakers and summer school. I used to be an asshat. Because of Quakers i am no longer.				It hasnt. It is my anchor. Eduin is my rock but Quakers are my anchor		Already involved enough.		Naaaah bro.		Better person in general. Less selfish.		POSITIVELY OBVI.																		5485		3/29/16 20:19

		22		5		Parents																										About once a month		About once a month		National events (e.g. Children and Young People’s Programmes at Summer Gatherings, Yearly Meeting Gathering; Junior Yearly Meeting; Quaker Youth Pilgrimage; etc.)		Regional events (e.g. Friends Southern Summer Events, Holiday School, Summer Shindig; JYF; Teenage General Meeting; etc.)										Informal social groups of Quaker friends and family						Occasionally		Fairly busy on weekends														Informal social groups of Quaker friends and family										Yes, though less so than I used to due to attending meeting less. I feel that being a part of quakerism and quaker events as a young person led me to identify strongly with like minded quakers and feel a part of quakerism as a whole.		y		No, I feel that being a quaker doesn't necessarily mean you must be a Christian. I am inspired by the ideals of quakerism and the thoughts and actions involved but don't feel that I hold Christian beliefs beyond		Somewhat unimportant		Being a member doesn't personally hold any importance though I can see that it offers a further level of integration within thw quaker faith		Somewhat important		I think through understanding the way in which quaker business and other aspects are run you get a clear understanding of how quaker values extend into communication and general action in the outside world		Somewhat important		Being active is a great way of experiencing the many elements of the quaker community but isn't and essential part of being a quaker		Through attending summer school and senior conference I learned a lot more about how others viewed quakerism and how quakers work together on a larger scale than local and area meetings.		None beyond friends I made and continue to meet up with.		I have become less involved as I have become busier. Though I go occasionally it is not as regular as when I was living at home.		Settling in one place for a while would lead me to be more involved locally and a less busy schedule would help to attend events further afield				I have been greatly influenced by friendship, testimonies and witness.		Positive																		5484		3/29/16 20:15

		25		3		Parents																										Occasionally		About once a month		National events (e.g. Children and Young People’s Programmes at Summer Gatherings, Yearly Meeting Gathering; Junior Yearly Meeting; Quaker Youth Pilgrimage; etc.)		Regional events (e.g. Friends Southern Summer Events, Holiday School, Summer Shindig; JYF; Teenage General Meeting; etc.)																About once a month		Currently less due to shift work. I often work nights and weekends		Young Friends General Meeting						Volunteering at Quaker events (local, regional and national)																Yes, I hold the same values and attend meeting		y		No. I don't identify with Christianity or a particular God.  After much thought and reflection I don't feel belief is of the most importance. I believe values and how one behaves is more valuable in life.		Somewhat unimportant				Somewhat important				Somewhat unimportant				Yes, southern summer school, senior conference,  JYM.  Being around like minded young quakers influenced my perspective on life and the world. Making friends for life and becoming a part of a community I feel I belong to		Just the local meeting		I stopped being involved at 18 when I started university.  I attended the local meeting a couple times but each time I didn't feel included. I felt the meeting was exclusively inclusive and was disinterested in attracting additional attenders (it is a large meeting). However, since my partner started attending I have attended again and have been once a month.		Not really				It has influenced me to care about people and the world.  I currently am a nurse.		Mostly positive. Negative as above.		Local meetings could do more. Could attract students through student unions.				Hannah				Macpherson				hmacpherson91@gmail.com				5483		3/29/16 19:46

		25		0		Parents						Yes		Yes				12		I applied for my own membership		After having a really special time at yearly meeting (I think in Exeter) I felt really connected and a part of Quakerism and that becoming a member was what I wanted.																																Hardly ever		I have been living in Indonesia for a year and a half and there are no Quakers here, but when I am in England I attend more regularly.						University society								Informal social groups of Quaker friends and family										I identify as Quaker because I believe in the testimonies of Quakerism such as simplicity, truth, sustainability, equality and also because I look to advices and queries and faith and practise, as well as advice of Friends for guidance in life. Also when in England I attend meeting.		y		I do not identify as Christian because although I believe that a man called Jesus existed I do not feel that he is my saviour and I do not read the bible (although in the past I have). I don't know if I believe that Jesus was the son of God.		Somewhat important		Because if someone has chosen to become a member of Quakers it shows that this is a decision they have made about joining a religious group and that they feel they belong. I don't think people have to be a member to feel that they are Quaker though. I just think for people who have chosen to become members it can feel important to them personally.		Somewhat important		Because Quaker processes and structures are relevant to how the society works today and an understanding of those helps everyone to be involved in decision making leading to better equality. Knowing about the traditions of Quakers helps us to know our history and where we have come from, why we are how we are today. However to be a Quaker you do not have to understand these things, I don't think they are the most important.		Somewhat important		It can give opportunities for connecting with other Quakers, learning from each other. It can mean you are more involved in all the processes and feel you have responsibility and feel more a part of the society.				When in England I feel that going to local meeting influences my Quaker identity. The last event that influenced my Quaker identity greatly was an EMEYF event in Yorkshire.		When I moved to my university town I went to meeting on Sundays much less regularly because I had so many other things I was doing at university which I guess at the time I prioritised more, although I always had intentions of going to meeting. When in my hometown I attend much more regularly, probably partly because I grew up in that meeting and so it feels really like home but also because I have my mum to wake me on a Sunday morning...		When I move back to England I will be more involved, now in Indonesia I am not really involved, except to keep in touch with Quaker friends at home.		I can't think of any.		Quakerism has influenced how I live my life. Growing up going to meeting was a great start in life and has continued to be a great thing. I feel that I live consciously and compassionately and carefully and that is greatly due to what I was taught going to meeting. I have always been involved in activism (animal rights, environmental, human rights etc) and this started with going on a protest with young friends. The work I do in England is very 'Quaker' and involves helping people to express themselves through music, to have a voice and confidence and power to make decisions when often they do not get this opportunity. I think a lot of decisions I make and how I live my life are from a Quaker mindset.		Overall Quakerism has been a positive thing in my life.						Jade				Flahive-Gilbert				jadeflahivegilbert@gmail.com				5479		3/29/16 18:50

		25		-1		Parents						Yes		No		Stayed after University		25				Felt it formalised what i was already doing										Nearly every week		Nearly every week		National events (e.g. Children and Young People’s Programmes at Summer Gatherings, Yearly Meeting Gathering; Junior Yearly Meeting; Quaker Youth Pilgrimage; etc.)		Regional events (e.g. Friends Southern Summer Events, Holiday School, Summer Shindig; JYF; Teenage General Meeting; etc.)		Local Link groups														About once a month		Sporting activities at weekends clashing with Meeting times																								Yes - I relate to the quaker principles		y		not sure - feel the way you lead your life is more important.						Somewhat important				Somewhat important								Seen more as myself rather than a child of parents		Greater young people in area						+		More events with an emphesis on making new quaker friends rather than specific topics to discuss.																5478		3/29/16 18:30

		33		0		Parents						No												No						Yes I considered it when I was around 18, but moved away to university before I ever went through with it.		Nearly every week		Nearly every week		National events (e.g. Children and Young People’s Programmes at Summer Gatherings, Yearly Meeting Gathering; Junior Yearly Meeting; Quaker Youth Pilgrimage; etc.)		Regional events (e.g. Friends Southern Summer Events, Holiday School, Summer Shindig; JYF; Teenage General Meeting; etc.)		Local Link groups								Informal social groups of Quaker friends and family						About once a month																Informal social groups of Quaker friends and family										No. I describe myself as 'from a Quaker background' or 'from a Quaker family' as I still hold many Quaker principles, but do not describe myself as a Quaker as I am not 'practising' i.e. I do not attend meeting for worship.		n		No, I have never described myself as Christian. I am an atheist and connect more with the spiritual side of Quakerism, the more religious/christian side is one element of Quakerism that pushed me away.		Somewhat important		I imagine that for people who attend meeting, being an 'official member' is an important commitment. Contributing financially may also be important in terms of feeling like you are giving something back		Somewhat important		I think it's important to understand structures and traditions in order to understand what you are saying you are part of. When I was a child I had not understood the structures fully but as I got older and understood them more, it seemed more like an 'organised religion' than it had previously and I started to question it somewhat.						Attending summer school and senior conference had an enormous impact on me growing up - see below. My local meeting was also important in my early years - both socially and for understanding beliefs and values		I am still in contact with many friends who I met through summer school and senior conference, we still share similar outlooks on life, which helps to strengthen my identify as 'from a quaker background'		I mainly stopped going to meeting when I moved away from home to go to university. I tried going to meeting once or twice at university but the timings didn't fit well with the student lifestyle(!!!) I haven't been very often at all since then. I also met friends who started to question me on what Quakerism meant and I realised that I couldn't answer them fully, for example I was anti-gambling but didn't have a good reason why. This led me to question a lot of my values, which pushed me away from actually going to meeting.		Yes, when I have children I may consider taking them to meeting. My mother always valued attending meeting when we were young, and I imagine I may do too.		My work means I move around a lot, including internationally. I'm not sure I would like to get involved with quakerism in other areas where it is more evangelical, although I would be interested to find out more.		My involvement with Quakerism has had an enormous impact on my life, particularly attending summer school and senior conference. When I first attended summer school at the age of 14, I felt like I had 'come home' - there were suddenly all these people my age who had similar values to me, which I found so inspiring, reassuring and encouraging. I met my first boyfriend there - we are no longer together but are still friends - and many people who I am still very close friends with 19 years later. I had been incredibly shy before attending summer school and senior conference, they really helped me to become more confident. 



I also attended QUNO Geneva Summer School which had a huge impact on my career choices. I'm now working in international development and follow QUNO's work with interest.		Definitely positive. Despite questioning some elements of Quakerism, it's a huge part of my identity which it very dear to my heart.		For me, the religious side of Quakerism is the part that puts me off. I think there's scope to promote the more spiritual and activist side to young adults in particular.				Anna				Page				annakbpage@gmail.com				5453		3/29/16 9:11

		30		22		Alone				I had met an American Quaker when I was living in Spain, I had been trying different churches previously but didn't like being told what to believe. She said I should try the Quakers, particularly as I'm British.		Yes		No		Its the area meeting where my parents live (which has been my home base throughout my twenties, I kept leaving and coming back...)		28				I felt led to apply for membership. I didn't actually want to join, thinking it would mean I'd be committing myself to various committees that don't speak to me, but something deeper compelled me to join. I haven't regretted it...																																Nearly every week		I try to go at least every other week. Its soul food, and again I generally go when I feel compelled to. It's generally not in the same place every week, recently I've been to meeting for worship at YFGM, a Woodbrooke course, sometimes I go back to my home meeting etc		Young Friends General Meeting		Local Young Friends group								Through Woodbrooke programmes		Informal social groups of Quaker friends and family										Yes. I recently made a conscious decision to become a member of the Religious Society of Friends so it would be pretty odd if I didn't self-identify as a Quaker. It forms a big part of my identity, worship, community, faith base, friendship groups etc.		y		No. I practise a form of Buddhism every day and whilst I don't identify as a 'Buddhist' I certainly don't identify as a Christian, as that would imply certain things (i.e. that I believe that Jesus was the son of God who died for our sins etc). I acknowledge and respect the Christian roots and basis of Quakerism and have no problem talking about and connecting to god, the Spirit, Jesus, but it isn't the focus of my faith base. I'm more of a universalist, I think there is truth to be found in many different faith traditions. I think concepts like 'buddha nature' 'christ nature' etc are synonymous, its human beings' collective ego that likes to label and segregate things - god/goddess/the spirit/the divine/the light/love is above and beyond that...		Somewhat important		I wouldn't have become a member if I didn't think it was worth doing, although admittedly I felt led to do it so it was less of a rational decision than feeling compelled to become a member. I think the membership structure does need to be reconsidered, it doesn't make sense anymore as a lot of attenders are more involved than members (so what us the difference?), its difficult for young people to join their local/area meetings as they may not be that involved with their local/area meetings etc. What does it mean to be a member today? It's a good way of committing to the society, but in what way(s)?		Somewhat important		I think it is important to understand Quaker business method and history. I know more about the former than the latter, which is a shame as I'm becoming increasingly convinced of the need to learn about where we started from in order to understand better where we are going - the two are not completely separate. The past mustn't needlessly hinder the present or future, but its good to put our current state as Quakers into context.		Very important		The nature of Quakerism is collective - the worship is done in a group, you can't have a meeting for worship alone...				Younger Quaker Worship Group - London

Young Friends General Meeting

Pendle Hill alumni (informal friendships)



Both of the young Quaker groups give me the opportunity to worship with other 'young' Quakers and explore and learn about what Quakerism means to us in a safe space. 

My Pendle Hill friends are hugely influential. They are all much older than me, and the depth of their faith, wisdom, and our friendships continue to help me with my faith and life in generally.		To be honest, my recent moving around has been Quaker-related, so this has impacted on my involvement greatly. From 2012-2013 I was a Programme Assistant at QUNO Geneva, and this is where I first met other young Quakers, first heard about YFGM and met and worshipped with Quakers from around the world. It was after this year that I decided to apply for membership, because I had a better understanding of what I was applying to join. Through this year I heard about Pendle Hill Quaker Study Centre in Philadelphia, and subsequently spent six months there as a Resident Student. Again I learnt a great deal about Quakers, met Friends from different traditions, went to a Conservative Quaker meeting etc. I learnt what a true faith community means. It was the best six months of my life to date...! Last year I spent six weeks at Woodbrooke on a scholarship. So my movements have been very Quaker-related and have all contributed to and deepened my connection and involvement with Quakerism.		I'm already pretty involved, I'm a member of my local meeting and run study groups and edit the newsletter there, I'm a member of YFGM, I'm coordinating the younger Quaker worship group in London, I don't see myself having more involvement unless I had a lot more time on my hands (not likely...)		Yes - I'm thinking of studying again, and would keep working alongside it, so would have less time for other commitments, That said, I'd still attend MFW and Quaker events...		As mentioned before, Quakerism has had a huge impact on my life. 



From my work in the world (QUNO Geneva), Woodbrooke Eva Koch scholarship

to close friendships - many of my closest friends are fellow peaceworkers from my QUNO year and my Pendle Hill friends are extremely important to me, even at a distance! Many are very inspirational Quakers. It was a fellow staff member at QUNO who really inspired me to become a Quaker - she's a mentor figure which is very valuable.

Spiritual home (especially at Pendle Hill)

Financially - I received a lot of Quaker support to go to Pendle Hill from my meeting and from a Quaker trust, I was also supported by Quaker hardship funds recently as I developed chronic fatigue syndrome and was unable to work and support myself. This has been invaluable assistance.		Mainly positive! I tend to focus on the positives, which I've already listed above.



However -  I found working for a Quaker organisation to be very challenging when the reality didn't match up to my expectations of how Quakers should behave! I've also been very frustrated at times by slow Quaker processes, clear hierarchy and power dynamics, being patronised many times (for being 'young' - its very difficult to be treated/dismissed as a 'youngster' at 30! I don't feel I fit the 'young' bracket anymore), the Society is also very white and upper-middle class and this is a barrier. - I don't fit either category -  there are certain assumptions/prejudices made that can exclude people who don't fit these categories.		It needs to listen to young Friends and work with us for a collective vision of our future as it is in our hands and in the hands of our children and those that follow us, not in the hands of those who are currently running and dominating the society, who won't be around in 30 years time. What is our vision? How are we going to get there? Do we still need all these roles and committees and ageing buildings - who will look after them? Lets have some frank discussions and actually open ourselves up to what Spirit is calling for us to do collectively in very difficult times for our world and society. We are not being radical enough, Quakers are weighed down by their institutions and their money and have become complacent - are we courageous enough to listen to what what love requires of us, let alone follow it? It's not an easy path, and won't be found in a cosy expensive Woodbrooke seminar.				Haifa				Rashed				haifa_rashed@hotmail.com				5443		3/28/16 13:14

		26		12		Other (please elaborate below)		School		I went to a Quaker school from the age of 12 so first attended a Quaker Meeting there.		No												No						No, because I haven't ever felt close enough to a particular meeting / part of the community of an area membership to consider applying for membership.		Every week		Every week		National events (e.g. Children and Young People’s Programmes at Summer Gatherings, Yearly Meeting Gathering; Junior Yearly Meeting; Quaker Youth Pilgrimage; etc.)										Attended a Quaker School								About once a month		I struggle to make time to go every week, but I do consider Meeting an important part of my life and routine. Now I attend the Younger Quaker Worship Group at Westminster Meeting, which meets twice/three times a month. I would like to go more, but try to keep Meeting a "want-to-do" (not "must-do") part of my life, so try not to worry if I go irregularly.				Local Young Friends group										Informal social groups of Quaker friends and family										I recently described myself as a "freelance" Quaker and always feel that I have to somehow clarify or explain my Quaker identity. I do identify as being on a journey towards Quakerism, but not sure whether I will ever arrive. In one sense, the journeying is what makes it worthwhile, but I hope that one day I will feel that my journey can continue "within" Quakerism, rather than towards it. But the other reason why I feel I have to clarify, is because I don't know how I fit into the formal structures. I once apologized for this - my lack of "real Quakerliness" - to another Quaker, who chastised me for being so apologetic. They argued strongly that the only apology should becoming from the Society of Friends for failing to incorporate young people and their (more transient) lifestyle. Since then, I have felt more confident in identifying as a Quaker, but still feel there is some way to go - before I feel confident in this myself and feeling that the Quakers in Britain's structures are somewhere I belong.		p		No. I absolutely do not identify as a Christian. I do not feel a spiritual connection to the Bible or to a Christian concept of God. I do not worship in that way. I grew up feeling uncomfortable with ideas about the Church and Christianity, before I knew about Quakerism. For me, Christianity is about hierarchy and about being told what to do.		Somewhat important		In the current system, I feel that I cannot truly identify as being Quaker without joining membership. But I don't think it needs to be as important or necessarily should be. Surely a practicing Quaker, participating in community and attending MfW and living out their faith in action could identify more as a Quaker, than a "lapsed" member?		Somewhat important		Think as long as these are an important part of Quakerism, they will be important to Quaker identity. They cannot be as important as other things though - commitment to peace, equality, truth, simplicity etc.		Somewhat important		It isn't always possible (eg geography) - so it can only be somewhat important, but I do think it really matters, if it is possible.		Quaker Peaceworkers community 

JYM 2008 - first experience of Quakerism away from my school.		Young Quaker Worship Group - feel that this is a nascent community which speaks better to my phase of life, eg timings, community structure and so on. Feel that I can big a bigger part of this community.		Moving geographic regions regularly has made it really difficult - I've never attended a single Meeting for any length of time and have never felt able to commit (or that it was worth committing) to a single Meeting because of this.		Being more settled in one area		Staying transient and being far from a Meeting		Makes me think about who I want to be and what I what to do with my life - and gives me the strength and confidence to pursue this. Being with Quakers makes me feel like home. 



My friendships through Quakerism are some of my most important. I am constantly challenged and upheld in these friendships, which is a rare but beautiful combination. 



There have been frustrations, questions and other less positive experiences, but we are all only human. And Quakers are a a community of humans. And I am learning to be part of this as well.		Positive. It has been overwhelmingly positive.		Re-think structure to give young Quakers not only a spritual home but more of a sense of a home on earth as well - we have a great energy and commitment, including those who are new Quakers or "convinced" Quakers (which I think feels harder to get involved, as we don't have our parent's/home Meeting)																5386		3/24/16 18:20

		21		5		Parents																										About once a month		Occasionally		National events (e.g. Children and Young People’s Programmes at Summer Gatherings, Yearly Meeting Gathering; Junior Yearly Meeting; Quaker Youth Pilgrimage; etc.)		Regional events (e.g. Friends Southern Summer Events, Holiday School, Summer Shindig; JYF; Teenage General Meeting; etc.)		Local Link groups								Informal social groups of Quaker friends and family						Never		I have other things to do on a Sunday morning. Although I enjoy meeting I don't really want to go now, in my early 20's. It's very likely however, that I will return when I'm older and more settled.														Informal social groups of Quaker friends and family										I feel my identity has been shaped significantly by Quakerism however not being a practicing Quaker, I only feel like a Quaker in that I have internalised Quaker values into my own. But I do not really feel part of the Quaker community as I'm not very engaged with it. I feel like more of a Quakery person rather than a committed Quaker.		p		I don't feel like a Christian. Or maybe only to the extent that I have been shaped by Western (Christan) norms and values. I don't feel like Quakerism is, or needs to be, a part of a wider Christian community. At least not on a meeting level - maybe on a higher/political level.		Somewhat important		When you're at meeting, no one knows or really cares who's a member and who's not. All that matters is that you're there. And I like that inclusivity and Quakers should maintain it.		Somewhat important				Very important		Quakers are characterised by their activism - "let your life speak". I think this can only really have impact of done within a community, where people can recognise the Quaker community as being active.		My peers (senior conference, JYF etc) Young people's events have helped me form friendships that will probably last many years at least. Becoming friends with other young Quakers has been the most influential aspect in forming Quaker identity.		No. But I think I'll go to YFGM at some point. Or become a +22 at conference/summer school		I think it's influenced it somewhat, but regardless of where I am, I'll only go to meeting if I'm motivated.		Maybe if YFGM/trannies(?) was a bit better advertised. But frankly, I don't really want to be very involved in Quakerism right now. It's something I want to return to in years to come when I want to.		No.		It's influenced my friendships a lot, I'm in a relationship with a Quaker right now, it's shaped my values and poltical stance. I generally think it's made me a better and more considerate person.		Extremely positive.		Something that helps early-20s people look for Quakery jobs and careers. Not necessarily at FH but just Quakery jobs, you know?				Fred				Conyngham				fconyn@essex.ac.uk				5377		3/23/16 22:40

		21		0		Parents						No												No						Yes, Quakerism is an important part of my life, but I'm waiting until I feel settled into an area and part of a particular area meeting before I apply for membership.		About once a month		About once a month		National events (e.g. Children and Young People’s Programmes at Summer Gatherings, Yearly Meeting Gathering; Junior Yearly Meeting; Quaker Youth Pilgrimage; etc.)		Regional events (e.g. Friends Southern Summer Events, Holiday School, Summer Shindig; JYF; Teenage General Meeting; etc.)		Local Link groups								Informal social groups of Quaker friends and family						About once a month		I attend when I don't have other commitments on a Sunday morning.										Britain Yearly Meeting events/groups				Informal social groups of Quaker friends and family										Yes, it has shaped who I am and still frames the way I think today, as well as being a great source of support.		y		No, I feel as though there is much to learn from Christian teachings but I don't believe in a creative God with a son called Jesus and so I would not call myself Christian.  I take similar inspiration from a range of faith-based and secular sources.		Somewhat unimportant		I grew up as a young person who strongly identified as being Quaker and membership was never suggested to me, so I formed my idea of Quaker identity separate to membership.		Somewhat important		Quaker processes and traditions show how Quaker values can be played out in life - it's this marriage of values and processes that makes something Quaker, as many people have the same values as Quakers.		Somewhat important		The communities I'm part of are always questioning, supporting, grounding and shaping my Quaker identity.  I find community itself to be an important value in Quakerism.		Youth events, both in my local area and nationally, significantly shaped my identity because this was where we discussed Quaker traditions, views and where I formed my idea of what a Quaker actually was and how I fitted into that.		The friends that I have maintained from youth events still influence my Quaker identity, but less so now, because we talk about Quaker things less.  My meeting at home (as opposed to uni) influences my Quaker identity because speaking to Quakers of a range of ages helps me to imagine myself as a Quaker into the future.		I attend meeting at uni similarly regularly to how much I attended at home.  The importance of Quakerism to me was underlined because I still wanted to go separate from just going with my family.		Living with or near Quaker friends, volunteering at a Quaker youth event, loss of other communities in my life.		Moving to a country/area with fewer Quakers, other time commitments.		This is difficult to answer as the influence has been huge - many of my most important friendships have come from Quakerism, and that has further shaped how I form friendships with other people.  My activism has come almost exclusively from Quakerism.  My commitment to using my study and career to make the world a better place comes from Quakerism, as does the food I eat (vegan).  I could go on for a long time!		Overwhelmingly positive - not sure I could think of negatives.		Young Adult programmes at Yearly Meetings have been helpful.				Amy				Carmichael				amy.carmichael@ntlworld.com				5364		3/23/16 12:58

		21		8		Quaker friend/acquaintance				Wanted to try a new experience.		Yes		Yes				13		I applied for my own membership		I felt a strong identification with Quaker values and f/Friends that made me drawn to "commit" more strongly to them										Nearly every week		About once a month		National events (e.g. Children and Young People’s Programmes at Summer Gatherings, Yearly Meeting Gathering; Junior Yearly Meeting; Quaker Youth Pilgrimage; etc.)		Regional events (e.g. Friends Southern Summer Events, Holiday School, Summer Shindig; JYF; Teenage General Meeting; etc.)		Local Link groups								Informal social groups of Quaker friends and family						Occasionally		I study at a university with a small local meeting that I have not found as inspiring as my larger meeting where I originally began to attend. I also have less time, and am less keen to face the challenges of  the more "traditional" Quaker values that the smaller meeting seems to have, generally.														Informal social groups of Quaker friends and family										Yes, but only if I know I have time to qualify my answer. I no longer feel "religious" or even "spiritual", but grounded in human relations and shared experiences that I still associate with Quakers when I do attend MfW or see Quaker friends		y		No. I do not like the idea of religion, any more. There is something inauthentic in the belief that our actions and lives have any transcendent meaning and it is an unnecessary pressure to seek a "meaningful" existence. I only identify with that of Quakerism which is not "religious" - MfW as a quiet space for thought, relations with other Quakers, and discussions of difference and understanding that I feel are important in breaking down the very barriers the whole concept of "religion" puts up.		Not important at all		I often wish I were no longer a member because the idea of identity and its permenance makes me uncomfortable. I think that, given Quaker experiences of acceptance and understanding, it is actually hypocritical that we still have the notion of membership.		Somewhat unimportant		Quakerism is a lived and dynamic process, not an administrative or ritualistic tradition		Somewhat important		If you want to identify as a Quaker, I suppose you have to do Quaker-y things to "prove" it to yourself. But I don't think that should be what it is about.		Watford meeting and LLAM camp, Senior Conference - all regularly attended between the impressionable ages of 8 and 18		No - I occasionally attend Watford Meeting and LLAM camp. They have provided me with a good place in which to challenge my own conceptions of identity.		I attend less regularly away from the meeting I grew up attending		Not unless I were to find a particularly vibrant meeting which challenged and stimulated me.		I am currently comfortable with my level of involvement.		Friendships and relationships, primarily -  I think I have personally re-evaluated my originally "Quaker" values through time. I have a strong sense of support from my relations with Quakers which has been invaluable, however.		Positive, but challenging - just as the whole idea of an identity has been throughout the course of life. But I still value it hugely.		Less Christianity, more politics...				Daniel				Hubbard				dannyhubbard765@gmail.com				5356		3/22/16 18:24

		21		9		Other (please elaborate below)		Great Aunt		I was taken to a children's Christmas play at Croydon and decided that I liked the kids who were performing and decided to keep going.		Yes		Yes				18				It felt like a worthwhile thing to do as Quakerism had been a large part of my life from a young age and I felt a strong connection to the meeting and Religion as a whole										Nearly every week		Nearly every week		National events (e.g. Children and Young People’s Programmes at Summer Gatherings, Yearly Meeting Gathering; Junior Yearly Meeting; Quaker Youth Pilgrimage; etc.)		Regional events (e.g. Friends Southern Summer Events, Holiday School, Summer Shindig; JYF; Teenage General Meeting; etc.)		Local Link groups								Informal social groups of Quaker friends and family						Hardly ever		I'm not located in an area with a Quaker meeting and the closest is inaccessible due to trains starting after the meeting finishes.



Meeting is early in the morning and I'm guaranteed to either be working late or partying late on a saturday																								Yes, I feel that even though I rarely go now I still have a strong understanding and empathy with Quaker values. 

(Matt says I'm wrong and that my answer is weak and that it's "because I went to young Quaker events and it solidified my identity as a Quaker." Sounds about right...)		y		No, I went to a church recently to see what all the fuss was about and I noticed a lot of hypocrisy from start to finish. For example having extravagant ornaments and costumes whilst preaching about modesty and conservation. 

Something about the institution just rubs me up the wrong way.		Not important at all		I spent the majority of time attending as an attender and I've actually become less engaged since becoming a Member (correlation, not causation)



(Matt says: I don't think for the individual that is should be too important (unless it makes them feel more comfortable in their identity as a Quaker) but for the society and statistics etc. it is important. I can see, however, that these statements are tied up with each other. INCEPTION DUDE!)		Somewhat important		I'm not entirely sure how to answer this as I have a good understanding of all 3. I suppose the understanding is quite tied to how strongly I identify but it's hard to communicate that well.

Pass.		Somewhat important				Summer School & the subsequent events I went to is pretty much the reason I continued going- I was much more influenced by wanting to meet my friends than the actual beliefs, however the latter became increasingly important as I was taught more about them (and got older I suppose)		Besides social gatherings, unfortunately not.		It changed from rarely going to not being able to go, so, negatively.		Having a meeting that I can attend or moving away		I highly doubt it		Probably the biggest influence Quakerism has had on me is my perception of the world. I've been indoctrinated and conditioned far differently than I would have been otherwise. Probably for the better but you never really know with indoctrination and conditioning.		Definitely positive																		5354		3/22/16 14:40

		27		18		Alone				Because I had heard about Quaker practice and values and felt that they might be a better fit for me than anglicanism which is where I started from.		Yes		No		I grew up in Guernsey but I grew up as an Anglican and attended Quaker meeting when I went to university so started attending in Guernsey when I was home from uni.		22				I felt that I already defined myself as a Quaker, though I was an attender, and that it made sense to formally recognise that identity if there was a system of membership (I'm not 100% convinced by the member/attender divide)												Never																				About once a month		Low attendance has been largely due to health issues that make me unable to get to meeting, and at some points the amount of work I have on.																				Other (please specify)		Young Adult Leadership Programme (Woodbrooke)		Yes. I feel that Quaker values and practice align most closely with my beliefs so I identify as a Quaker. I feel I have become involved in the Quaker community and that it is my spiritual home.		y		Not really. At least I am cautious about it. Mostly if you say you are a Christian people expect that you believe in the afterlife and sacrificial atonement which I don't. There are also connotations about what you would believe about sexual orientation, relationships etc. that are socially conservative and don't align with what I believe.		Not important at all		I find the membership/attender divide somewhat arbitrary and have seen the meeting carried by attenders frequently (both in terms of attendance and admin/finance/maintenance jobs). I don't think it is helpful to have an 'us' and 'them' system.		Somewhat important		It is important to understand why we do things the way we do in order to be able to engage with the wider community though I think there should be some flexibility in how we practice and we should be open to change.		Somewhat important		It's hard being a Quaker alone! When I was living in Ankara my nearest meeting was in Tblisi and I felt quite isolated.		The meetings that I attended as a university student. QUNO summer school.		Young Adult Leadership Programme - because it is good to have the opportunity to get to know some other young Freinds better and this programme has supported that.		I don't think it has a great deal. Whilst I was living in Ireland I was less involved though I attended meeting in Dublin. When I was in the UK and now in Guernsey I think I am equally involved.		Possibly, if I did some work for Friends' House or lived in the UK where I can travel to Quaker events more easily (not easy at the moment because of flights etc.)		Yes, possibly, depending on my spiritual path and what else I am involved with in life. i.e. if I did decide to pack it in and become a buddhist nun - there are circumstances that would lead me away from Quakerism. I don't think these are highly likely at the moment.		I think it has supported my sense that everyone has a voice and is equal and has helped to shape my career and activist interests. Partly through meeting people and having opportunities to attend things like the QUNO summer school but also just through the practice of MfW etc. I think it becomes easier to see through some of the odd status structures in society when you are grounded in a 'tradition' (kind of) that treats everyone as equal.		Mostly positive, I have had some good opportunities an met a lot of interesting people.



The negative elements are that I often find that we aren't so good at pastoral care, being welcoming or being community as other faith groups I am involved in. We aren't as good at hospitality in all cases. I recognise this varies from meeting to meeting and this is partly my responsibility as a member. I am wondering how this can be changed.						Michelle				Dumont				mich.dumont@gmail.com				5308		3/20/16 14:43

		27		22		Alone				I'd been involved in activism within the peace movement during my university years and discovered the Quakers as a spiritual home during that time; I'd recognised the need to challenge myself as an individual (personal transformation) at the same time as being involved in political and economic change work (social transformation).		No												No						Yep - I keep meaning to, but just haven't got round it!																								Nearly every week		I believe that Meeting for Worship is at the centre of the Quaker faith - and underpins much of what follows in the way of values, action and faith. I love meeting other people, especially those in my local community. I find the space to stop, reflect and be still is an invaluable respite to the busyness of my day-to-day life.				Local Young Friends group				Volunteering at Quaker events (local, regional and national)						Informal social groups of Quaker friends and family				Member of a Quaker listed informal group						I decide whether or not to publicly self-identify as a Quaker depending on the context of the situation. Sometimes it can feel like a good space in which to reveal it as a part of my identity - and, other times, it does not. I see it much the same way as other parts of what it means to be me - I am also a stutterer, a campaigner, a brother, a friend, etc. I am never one thing, but believe that different parts of myself are expressed more strongly hour-to-hour, day-to-day, week-to-week and year-to-year. I understand myself as a Quaker in that way. I am in some context certainly 'a Quaker' - when I do a talk about being a Quaker at Quaker Quest or I represent Quakers at an interfaith event.		y		No; I would not identify myself as a Christian. I understand that the most basic unifying aspect of Christianity is a belief in a God; that Jesus was the son of that God; and that Jesus died to save us. I don't believe in God so it would be difficult to define myself as a Christian because of that! That said, I was brought up in the Catholic Church and still have very strong links to many Christian communities - so, whilst I do not self-identify as a Christian, I am (in many ways) deeply intwined with the Christian faith.		Somewhat important		I believe that membership is an important part of the Society of Friends in so far as it creates an oppurtunity for individuals to go on a journey of discovery and learning about Quakerism. My friends who have joined as members have found the process of reflecting deeply on what it means to be a Quaker a profound experience. Also, telling our personal faith journeys to other members of the Quaker community deepens our collective spirituality. I believe it is an important part of our community in that respect,



But I think there is too much importance placed on membership by many Quakers I have met. I find it concerning, disheartening and depressing that membership often seems to entrench power structures that are hindering the spiritual development and growth of the society. We are missing an oppurtunity to revitalise our movement and faith community by placing importance on membership as a signifier of experience and worth. I want to be part of an open and welcoming community that sees the value of people for who they are and what they do - not their membership status.		Somewhat important		I believe that Quaker processes, structures and traditions are an essential part of what it means to be a Quaker. Learning about the Quaker business method and the wisdom built up around this non-hierarchical decision making process is something that all those seeking to become part of our community should do. It seems important to understand how it has sustained the society over many hundreds of years and why it has led to our involvement in many important social, economic and political struggles.



Despite the useful role Quaker processes could play within the society, they are now hindering us in becoming a dynamic, vibrant and radical community. Fro my experience, the business method is poorly understood and often misused, whilst the the complex committee structure is burdensome and takes up the valuable time of the many Friends in society with needless bureaucracy. It seems to me that the insistence on the use of business method and needlessly complex committee structures is simply an attempt to control others and hold on to power. We need to let go of tradition, even if for a little while, to create space for creativity to flourish, and new process and structures to be formed.		Somewhat important		I believe that our involvement in groups of any form goes through natural phases of our level of engagement differing. I know many Quakers who are not active within the society at the moment, but who have been deeply involved in the past. I don't believe that an active involvement in any Quaker group is necessary to sustaining a Quaker identity. (Meeting some of the handful of Quakers in the nether reaches of Europe helped me understand that.) But, I also think that in order to grow and develop as a community we do need to live, work, struggle, share and grow alongside each other - if cannot come to know really each other, then I believe we may come to lack depth.				I am involved in a wide variety of Quaker activities - including my meeting in London and (back home) in Stafford, EAPPI, Turning The Tide, QCEA and the Younger Quaker Worship Group. I believe Turning The Tide is the project which is influencing more than any other at the moment as it provides a space in which to radically reimagine what it means to be a community. It is helping me to focus on the long-term development of organisations and social movements, including faith groups. I hope that my journey with Quakers is one that I will be making for the rest of my life. I enjoyed thinking about what kind of community we want to be in ten, twenty or thirty years time, and how that might be affected by the world changing around us.		In many ways, moving around over the last five years has allowed me to deepen my experience of Quakerism, as I've been able to experience many different Quaker meetings, groups and projects. I am lucky to have solid relationships with people with whom I've shared my spiritual journey that have been sustained beyond moving from place to place. That said, I think there a depth of coming to know people (and a community) that comes from moving from year to year, and I regret having to leave certain groups and people behind.		I think I will remain involved in Quakerism at the level I am now, but that the type of my involvement will change over time. As it says in QF&P, we have to learn when to let go of responsibilities, and learn when to pick up new ones. I'd love to become more involved in the day-to-day of my local meeting - perhaps with a family one day!		I can be disheartened by the rigidity of some aspects of Quakers. We need to change in order to grow, but we need to grow in order to change. I hope that we can change soon to allow a more dynamic, creative and vibrant community to form.		Quakerism has influenced my life in so many profound ways that it's hard to know where to start on this question! Quakers are now a part of my every day life and I can't image that ever not being so - many of my good friends are Quakers. I've had the privilege of meeting Quakers from all over the world and from all backgrounds; some of the most incredible people I have met and whom I respect the most are Quakers. I have worked for Quakers, volunteered with Quakers, travelled with Quakers, and, generally, they've been a huge part of my life for the last five years. I am hugely grateful to Quakers for all the generosity they have shown me, and the adventurous spirit with which they approach the world.		Extremely positive! I have been deeply touched by Quakerism - despite the flaws (that I am slowly discovering), they remain an incredible group of people with a rich community fabric capable of demonstrating in very practice ways all that is good about being alive and being human.		I think the best way to think about how to engage young people is to develop a vision for the society as a whole: who and what do we want to be? If we can create a coherent, dynamic and adventurous vision based in our core values of simplicity, equality and justice, then young people will want to become engaged in our community. 



I think giving platforms to young Quakers at regional & national gatherings, and online via social media and the QiB website, could help young(er) people to identify with contemporary Quakerism. Also, focus and discussion groups with young Quakers might be a useful way forward.				Chris				Venables				chrisjvenables@gmail.com				5296		3/19/16 18:20

		30		23		Quaker friend/acquaintance				At the time, my best friend was president of the university's Atheist Society, whose events I would regularly attend (chiefly because of her involvement; although I am an atheist and have always fairly positively asserted/identified with this, I don't think going along to an atheist society would be the kind of thing I'd be particularly interested in doing). One such event invited speakers from different faith groups to explain the basic tenets etc. of their religion, answer questions and so on; one week we had representatives from the local Quaker meeting. What they had to say interested me a lot, and, as it happily coincided with a Quaker Quest series at the local meeting, I went along to that to find out more; I also went to the following Sunday Meeting for Worship for similar reasons.		No												No						I have considered it, and have felt continually and strangely conflicted about the whole thing. This conflict, and the strangeness thereof, is something that I explored at great length whilst I was experiencing it, however recently it (- the consideration of applying for membership, I mean) has not been prominent in my thoughts (for two or three years at least). I don't think I can really sum up my feelings about it right here; maybe I am overthinking the question. "Please explain why (you ever considered applying for membership)". Because I felt I should belong to Quakers; because I felt, if anyone really was a Quaker, then I was one. That there was some official mark, some tick next to your name, that denoted this seemed perverse to me, but if such a checkmark exists, then why not me? Obviously this responds to only one half of the dialectical-ish kind of tension present in the question. Why did I consider applying for membership, vs. why did I consider not applying for membership. Like I say, I thought long and hard about this a good long time ago, but I'm not so bothered by it these days.																								Occasionally		I'm very bad at getting up in the mornings, and, whilst the first meeting I attended began at 10.45, the one in the city where I currently live starts at 10.30; and is further from where I live. Also I just don't feel as great a wish or impulse to go to the meetings in the new city; before, there would be a pretty strong incentive for me to make the effort to get up and travel to the meeting which I just think is missing nowadays.		Young Friends General Meeting																						Yes I do. Names for things, we could go on about till the cows come home, but whatever I have formed in my mind that associates to the description 'Quaker', I think I am one. There is a tradition and ongoing practice of contemplation, radical self-examination, kindness and good-doing, peace-making and so forth that aligns very well, often remarkably so, with my own outlook.		y		Nope. I don't believe in God; I don't accept Jesus as my personal saviour; I don't think that if I believe in him I shall not perish but have eternal life, and so on. I think what I think of by Christianity really has to come down to these kinds of things: the specific transcendental/mystical tenets; the centrality of the figure of Christ; the power over death etc. Sure, one can interpret Christian writings in a context divested of these things, but then I think what you're left with is no longer meaningfully Christianity. And, suffice to say, I am no more drawn to the idea of Jesus transcending death for my sins than I am to any other such story from any other world religion.		Somewhat unimportant		I find it super weird; yet the fact that I find it super weird rather than finding it irrelevant and neither-here-nor-there obviously shows it has some sway over my feelings. Like I said earlier, if there's something there that to all appearances purports to be a record of "if you're a Quaker or not", then it's obviously going to impact on to what extent to within yourself feel like you're a Quaker or not. But on the other hand, it doesn't make any "actual" difference.. right? (except, I think, you have to ask permission to speak in Area Meetings and stuff?????)		Somewhat important		I mean, the whole thing is a method. The whole of Quakerism is a way-of-doing-things. A way-of-doing-things that, sure, fundamentally rejects the imposition of a specified way of doings things, almost kind of rejects writing down the method and saying to people, "this is how you should do things", yet a method that is so powerful that all of Quaker practice is simply and exactly practicing the method and following whatever it compels you to do - including ensuring the method is preserved and followed in the best way for whatever times and circumstances one may be in. And so all Quaker structures and processes arise directly out of this, and to understand them is to understand exactly how the method of Quakerism 'emerges' into real life and pragmatics and the way people relate to one another etc. On the other hand, one needn't know all about this to consider themselves a Quaker; but for me, as I kind of expressed in an earlier answer, it is very much part of that thing that I am identifying with when I identify myself as a Quaker.		Somewhat important		I mean you can't really do Quakerism on your own.. I mean, sure, you can, but the interaction between people is such an important part of it. And so whilst I feel I maintain a kind of residual 'Quakerness' within me even when I've not been involved in a Quaker group for a while, it really becomes a different thing when brought into contact with other Quakers. I mean for me, I think the "whole thing" about Quakerism stems from that interaction between people, so for me it's a pretty essential part of it.				I don't really feel any of the groups I'm involved in influence my Quaker identity specifically.. obviously it is influenced by every experience I have with any group of Quakers, but I don't think it's being formed in any particular direction or in any particular aspects by any of the particular groups I'm involved in		Moving from one university to another quite significantly impacted my involvement with Quakerism, as I referred to above. In the new city, the meeting was earlier and further away, and I just didn't quite feel the same amazing connection and sense of rightness and wish to go there and be part of it that I felt in the first place. I guess these subtleties and nuances and differences between one meeting and another are just all part of the random happenstance of life tho, and you can't really do anything about it.		Living closer to a meeting house; living near a local meeting which 'chimes' with me in a better way then my current local meeting does; getting better at getting up in the mornings		I feel I am continually becoming less involved in Quakerism, so the maintenance of current circumstances as they are seems to be having that effect. Becoming busier, moving somewhere without a Quaker meeting, perhaps if I had a bad personal experience with some Quaker thing or other.		Being involved in YFGM has given a bit of a sense of purpose, which is a rare and valuable thing that you can't always expect to have, so that's pretty great. Otherwise I don't think it's especially influenced my life, other than finding that there are fairly like-minded people around who do things in a similar way to me and have had similar reflections etc. and have similar convictions about the way you should go about going through life and the way you should behave towards other people has been pretty illuminating; - I mean, I didn't really know anything about Quakers before I went to that first thing, other than a vague idea about peace, but the whole contemplative aspects of it and the inner life of the soul and the intrinsic value of a human and so on, it was nice to know that there were and have been people with sufficient conviction about these things to actually make something out of it. Also it's nice to mention you're involved with it and for people to know what it's about; Quakerism, to people who are aware of it, has lots of nice positive associations that serve as a nice shorthand for a way of being and an attitude to the world around you and it's nice to be able to put that across. Yeah I guess it also gives a bit of "back-up" to some of my convictions around the Quaker testimonies and other related things; you can reflect on how people have come to the same idea as you and it kind of adds to it. But I don't really have any sense of a "spiritual home" or anything like that; a place of reasonably like-minded people, who do great things, sure, but nothing more transcendent than that I don't think.		Overall positive. As I've said, I've found it a very challenging thing at times, but I suppose kind of because of how I feel like I really should be more involved with it or more a part of it but that I have the wrong kinds of expectations from it. I suppose I tend to get reasonably intense feelings from my association with Quakerism, which rarely can be characterised as wholly good, simply cos intense feelings are necessarily kind of complicated. "Only love can break your heart", as someone once said.						Christopher				Tedd				christopher.tedd@manchester.ac.uk				5176		3/16/16 2:51

		31		28		Quaker friend/acquaintance				My friend invited me over.		Yes		No		My friend was attending them before me.		30				I admired everything that Quakers had done and what they believed.																																Never		I fell out with them after how one of their employees treated me.																								No		n		I identify myself as a Christian because I was brought up as a Christian.		Not important at all		I think people should just come and pray and go home. Staying connected with Quakers is important. Membership is sometimes asking people too much.		Very important		Because this is what helps people understand who the Quakers are.		Very important						No.				No.		Yes.		I have now become more passionate about the human rights. I have met a few friends through Quakers.																				5156		3/15/16 8:11

		33		0		Parents						Yes		No		Moved house several times since applying for membership in the meeting where I grew up, but no plans to move again at the moment (previous moves have all been more temporary) so felt it was time to move my membership to where we are based.		21				I was getting married and having a quaker wedding was really important to me, so felt that it was right to make the commitment to apply for membership.										Every week		About once a month		National events (e.g. Children and Young People’s Programmes at Summer Gatherings, Yearly Meeting Gathering; Junior Yearly Meeting; Quaker Youth Pilgrimage; etc.)		Regional events (e.g. Friends Southern Summer Events, Holiday School, Summer Shindig; JYF; Teenage General Meeting; etc.)		Local Link groups				Leaveners/Quaker Youth Theatre										Nearly every week		I have a 2 year old who I want to feel part of the local meeting and it gives my husband a chance to get work done for a couple of hours in a quiet house.



(I haven't been able to sit in a full meeting for worship for over 18months as have needed to stay through children's meeting)																								yes.		y		Struggle with some of the connotations and assumptions that are made if you say you are christian, though the bible and its teachings I think are important (if you are free to pick and choose to suit)		Somewhat unimportant		I have met plenty of committed Friends not in membership, as we		Somewhat important				Somewhat important				Family.  Area meeting and BYM activities as a child and particularly as a teenager				I have moved several times since leaving home and each time my involvement in the local meeting has been very different, mainly depending on life stage, but also the welcome and feel of the local meeting.  Currently feel very welcomed by local meeting, but not always involved.		Being able to leave children (this will come with age) and child care options available at meeting.		If children don't feel welcome or don't wish to attend.		Friendships.  Outlook.		+		Willingness to except YAF as they come, but also trying to make them feel included as often LMs assume YFs are too busy to want to be involved with the local meeting/area meeting rather than just YFGM and similar.				Liz				King				e.king1@gmail.com				5125		3/13/16 11:13

		26		8		Parents						No												No						Yes.  It seems like it'd be a way to get people to know who I am and understand me as a part of the community, rather than a visitor.																								Nearly every week		My life can be hectic as I work freelance and am at university doing 'research'.  So one thing I enjoy is having a fixed time a week when I am with the same people, in the same place, focusing only on one aspect of life.																								Yes.  But I don't like telling people about it because I don't like it when people understand me based on labels.  I identify with aspects of quakerism I admire, only.		y		Yes.  I was raised more Christian than quaker, and I think Christianity as an identity for me has more to do with the stories and songs that I know by heart.		Not important at all		I don't see why an official title should change anything.  The closer I get into quakerism actually, the more I'm put off by the bureaucracy as it seems to have so little to do with listening to God, and so much more to do with powerplays between members and filling in forms.		Somewhat important		Still figuring this out and I guess they're different everywhere.  I'm confused by a lot of it. Again, I wasn't raised quaker, so I find a lot of it pretty weird.		Not important at all		I don't know what that means.  Is just turning up being active?								What is being involved in Quakerism? Why do you assume that I know what that means?  Does it mean having soup after meeting on Sunday?  Or is it more like being on a comittee?  As a relative outsider who  is attracted to Quakerism for it's lack of theology, I don't really get what 'doing' quakerism is yet? I feel more and more that, especially amongst young people who have been 'raised quaker' there's a lot of unwritten understanding and wording that is still beyond my understanding.								I really like how going to meeting means interacting with people of all ages, so if events for 'young friends' encouraged any and all to come, that would be fun!																5122		3/13/16 1:02

		20		0		Parents						No												No						No, because I do not feel prepared to commit myself to a religion and in my opinion membership requires this																								Occasionally		Do not feel a connection or belonging to my local meeting (as lovely as they are!), sometimes do not feel the need for worship and view attending meeting as almost a duty. Need to be in the right frame of mind!														Informal social groups of Quaker friends and family										yes, but only slightly in terms of family background and upbringing, I feel part of the Quaker community but my own spiritual faith is not restricted to one set label or category. The less I explore and often reject religion the less connection I feel to the Quaker faith, but I do not necessarily believe ' Quakerism' is essential to live in alignment with Quaker values.		y		No, I can not identify with a religion that acts inhumanely in 'praise' of God.		Somewhat unimportant		I view membership as simply ibeing 'registered to' your local Quaker meeting, and the Society of Friends, there is a lot more to being a Quaker than just this, such as the ethical choices you make , although I do see Meetint for Worship  as an important part of Quaker identity (you don't have to be a member to attend meeting).		Somewhat important		Again, it is part of Quaker identity but an understanding of what we can do in the future and playing an active role is more important. The religion shouldn't be restricted for those who don't know.		Somewhat important		I think being part of the community can boost a commitment to the faith, and enables you to explore your own spirituality through discussion and ministry from like minded Quakers. It is not essential, as each persons faith is unique to them and if you are inactive I do not believe it makes any difference to the individual as a Quaker				None at the moment		Definitely impacted on loss of involvement due to less financial stability making it more difficult to travel, and a bigger distance to my local meeting, but this paralleled with more independent thinking that differed from the Quaker upbringing I had experienced living at home		Yes - more time! And more need for spiritual exploration. I would like to become more involved with young friends.		I could Only be less involved by completing disregarding the religion, this won't happen as I respect Quakerism and feel proud to be able to identify with it		In more ways than I probably realise! Most importantly helped me feel more able to fight depression, mainly through friendships with young Quakers but also through a sense of belonging to a community. Confidence to embrace my qualities. in my opinion, an honest sense of justice and more fair worldly knowledge		Positive		More advertising ? I hardly ever hear about any events!																5096		3/10/16 22:28

		21		0		Parents						No												No						Yes I have, but at present I don't really feel like I have a home meeting (due to living between my parents house and uni accommodation) so would want to wait until I felt I did to apply for membership.		Every week		About once a month		National events (e.g. Children and Young People’s Programmes at Summer Gatherings, Yearly Meeting Gathering; Junior Yearly Meeting; Quaker Youth Pilgrimage; etc.)		Regional events (e.g. Friends Southern Summer Events, Holiday School, Summer Shindig; JYF; Teenage General Meeting; etc.)		Local Link groups								Informal social groups of Quaker friends and family						Occasionally		At uni the nearest meeting isn't that close and early Sunday mornings don't really fit with my lifestyle														Informal social groups of Quaker friends and family										Yes - Quakerism is my spiritual home		y		Yes and no, I feel far more Quaker than I feel Christian. But I would definitely describe Quakerism as being rooted in Christianity		Somewhat important		I feel like that's what makes you a "proper" Quaker		Very important				Very important				The bonds I made with other young Quakers at events is something that really made me want to be more involved in the Quaker community				I am still only involved with the meeting I grew up at						Gained an amazing group of friends		Definitely positive!																		5095		3/10/16 22:24

		26		1		Parents						No												No						Nope, I don't really see the point.		About once a month		Occasionally		National events (e.g. Children and Young People’s Programmes at Summer Gatherings, Yearly Meeting Gathering; Junior Yearly Meeting; Quaker Youth Pilgrimage; etc.)		Regional events (e.g. Friends Southern Summer Events, Holiday School, Summer Shindig; JYF; Teenage General Meeting; etc.)		Local Link groups		Quaker Work Camp Reunions						Informal social groups of Quaker friends and family						Nearly every week		I really enjoy making the time to think and reflect on life. If I don't physically go to meeting, I don't make the time to do it.								Volunteering at Quaker events (local, regional and national)						Informal social groups of Quaker friends and family										Yes and no. I don't see the need to self associate by branding myself as a quaker. Although I sometimes do. Quakerism is also hard to define as it's so open, what does being a quaker mean? It's very subjective.		u		No. I don't believe in Jesus or God.		Not important at all		Participating is more important than being a name on a list.		Very important		To associate with quakerism I think you need to make time to understand what that means to you		Somewhat important		It can be hard to fit this into every day life, although I think it is important.		NYFSG, mostly due to my age 11-16 were formative years!		Not so much at present.		Yes I have moved, but this hasn't reduced my involvement.		Possibly when I have children.		No		Yes, but very hard to explain how!		Positive, quakerism makes me think more about life & how to treat other people.		More events for quakers in their 20-30s!				Sam				Zawadzki				samzawadzki@gmail.com				5081		3/9/16 18:38

		22		0		Parents						Yes		Yes				0		My parents applied for my membership on my behalf												Nearly every week		About once a month		National events (e.g. Children and Young People’s Programmes at Summer Gatherings, Yearly Meeting Gathering; Junior Yearly Meeting; Quaker Youth Pilgrimage; etc.)		Regional events (e.g. Friends Southern Summer Events, Holiday School, Summer Shindig; JYF; Teenage General Meeting; etc.)										Informal social groups of Quaker friends and family						Occasionally		My nearest meeting is still the one in which I grew up, which is nice occasionally but it is hard to interact with on adult terms. If I moved somewhere different, I suspect I might go more often - but I commute enough at the moment as it is that I don't want to go further afield for meeting than I need to.		Young Friends General Meeting								Britain Yearly Meeting events/groups				Informal social groups of Quaker friends and family										Yes.		y		No - I never have. I don't really like the typical Christian idea of God, and I've never liked prescribed words or ministry that became too "bible-y" - i.e. focused on quotes, or preachy about particular thought and action. I don't like the implications around people my age of being Christian - at university especially, Christian is very strongly associated with evangelical thinks-you're-going-to-hell-and-wants-to-convert-you, prejudice/discrimination against people identifying as LGBT+, and generally being a bit annoying, perhaps less intelligent or blind to reason in this particular area. Interestingly I think this perception applies far more to young adults than older one's - a 20 year old saying they are a Christian implies the above sort of things, but a 40 year old chaplain doesn't in the same way.		Somewhat unimportant				Somewhat important				Somewhat important								Going to university impacted things interestingly - I was moving between places frequently (even if it was only two places and on a predictable schedule), which meant it was very hard to be involved in local things in either area.																										5033		3/7/16 22:41

		25		3		Parents						Yes		Yes				15		I applied for my own membership		Confirming being part of a community, and affirming my commitment to Quakerism										About once a month		Hardly ever														Informal social groups of Quaker friends and family						Hardly ever		Partly due to business, partly due to the struggle of finding a Quaker community outside of the local meeting I attended when I was growing up, and partly due to feeling pretty out of place in lots of Quaker meetings with very established memberships who were principally a good deal older than me. Interestingly while in the states recently, I went to Quaker meeting much more often, as I had a good deal more time, and went to a much younger meeting																				Other (please specify)		member of QPSW sub-committee		Yes, I do identify as a Quaker, mainly I think because of feeling committed to a Quaker-inflected sense of searching for something like the divine.		y		Yes, but only when I want to push the meaning of Christian beyond what I take it to ordinarily mean, and when I'm talking to someone to who I work through some fairly tricky philosophical theology (i'm doing a phd in philosophy, so that turns out to be quite a lot of the people i hang out with)		Somewhat important		I guess, I think that membership can be helpful for some people on their journey, but other people will pick up useful stuff from all over the place, which might make membership a bit restrictive.		Very important		Because quaker processes are super important to the life of meetings, and understanding how they work has helped me a great deal to see how quaker thinking is influenced by community practices		Somewhat important				Local meeting I guess was pretty important.		Being a member of a QPSW subcommittee has really helped me to see the impact of quaker values on issues really in the world, which was a bit tricky to see from a LM perspective. That's also really helped me to feel bit more empowered to get involved with issues I feel passionate about , that I might have struggled to find a way to engage with otherwise.		yep, i've struggled to find a meeting that I clicked with, especially since i've moved four times in the last seven years.		yeah, finding a bit more time at the weekends, and finding a meeting that I could click with a bit better.		not that i can think of		It's given me a solid spiritual base to think about a lot of my life decisions from, but I don't think that i've engaged with the wider Quaker community as much as I might have done		A positive one		Given the amount that i've moved around in the last few years, it would have been extremely helpful to have a wondering-friend style membership that i could easily move from meeting to meeting ( i have no idea how hard it is to transfer membership).				joshua				habgood-coote				josh_coote@hotmail.co.uk				5017		3/7/16 12:32

		25		3		Parents						Yes		Yes				15																																																																																																														5016		3/7/16 12:08

		23		11		Parents						No												No						I have previously considered it, but decided not to apply as I would have been heading off to university soon anyway. At university my attendance of local meetings dropped enough that I thought it not worthwhile applying for membership, though if I do eventually become more regular then I would be interested in applying for membership again.		Nearly every week		Nearly every week		National events (e.g. Children and Young People’s Programmes at Summer Gatherings, Yearly Meeting Gathering; Junior Yearly Meeting; Quaker Youth Pilgrimage; etc.)		Regional events (e.g. Friends Southern Summer Events, Holiday School, Summer Shindig; JYF; Teenage General Meeting; etc.)		Local Link groups								Informal social groups of Quaker friends and family		Other (please elaborate below)		Norfolk Quaker Camp, Young Friends		Occasionally		Work and other social events or responsibilities also happening on Sundays														Informal social groups of Quaker friends and family										Yes. While I'm not as regular as I would like, I still try to stick to Quaker values and enjoy whatever participation I can make with other Quakers.		y		No. I am an Agnostic-Atheist.		Very important		It has greatly influenced my moral and ethical views.		Somewhat important		The processes and structures I think are important as they reflect a lot of the core beliefs of Quakerism.		Somewhat unimportant		I think believing in and living by the moral values of Quakerism are more important to identity than being active in its communities.		Junior Young Friends, Junior Yearly Meeting and FSSE all gave me more people who I felt comfortable with.				Moving to University has made me far less regular an attendee of Quaker meetings, particularly since a fallout between the area meeting and the university lead to there not being a Quaker Chaplain.		If I find myself more available on the weekends or if I find out about more evening events.		No.		My friendships, moral values and activism have all been greatly influenced by my involvement with Quakerism.		Very positive.		No.				Dominic				Moylett				dm1905@my.bristol.ac.uk				5005		3/6/16 21:52

		33		32		Alone				I was looking for something - some way of being a Christian outside the rigid doctrines of the evangelical churches I was brought up in and had always attended.		No												No						Yes, maybe... right now I feel too new. I'm not 'quaker' enough.																								Nearly every week		I find peace there. I attend less that I want to because I have young children, and my 2 local meetings can't always provide for them to come.																								I would like to... but I feel like it is presumptuous because I am so new. Also, many Christian churches - including those my extended family belong to - wouldn't see Quakers as 'proper' Christians. As a result, it's quite a big deal for me to identify as a Quaker as it is stepping away from the religious groups / identities I have always connected to.		p		Yes, I do - but I am really over evangelical Christianity. Quakerism lets me be a CHristian in a more uncomplicated way, trying to live in the light and be the light, without all the nonsense. The churches I grew up in and have been part of seemed to prioritise believing the 'right' things over anything else. Quakerism allows be more space to question and wrestle with my beliefs, but focusses more on living in a radically Christian way.		Somewhat important		I am attracted by membership in some ways, but I'm also a little suspicious of it. I've seen churches abuse membership as a way of controlling or excluding people. I haven't seen this in QUakerism, but I am cautious about joining. It seems out of kilter with the deeply egalitarian nature of most Quaker practice.		Somewhat important		Because without this understanding, I have no idea what most of you are talking about half the time.		Very important		Because it's in community we actually live out what we believe and can learn from others...				I'm in my local meeting. I attend the local meeting in a neighbouring town because they have a children's meeting, and I've been going to a QFP study group there. I'm a member of several Quaker facebook groups. Friends should be aware that as a newcomer with no Quaker background and no Quaker friends or relations, the natural instinct is to turn to Facebook to see what's out there and what Quakers think...		NA		More children's provision, more things for parents. People don't jump from being a 'Young Friend' to someone in their 60s who's been coming for years! Our LMs have been supportive and kind but there is not enough for little kids - ours are 8 and under - at Woodbrooke or at other Quaker events, that I've seen.		Maybe. Our LM is saddled with a crumbling expensive meeting house, and the friends are few and it sometimes seems as if we got too involved we might end up taking on too much.		Well, so far, we've been welcomed, we've found a resting place after a long journey away from the hardline Baptist evangelical Christianity of our upbringing. There are lots and lots of people I know my age who no longer feel at home in the evangelical tradition. These are deeply spiritual, theologically informed Christians who just no longer feel at peace with the narrow theology, and endless debates on sexuality, women, etc etc that can characterize evangelical churches. Many have young children and are questioning whether they want to bring up their kids in this environment. Quakers can show us a different way to hold on to our faith experience whilst letting go of the constraints of out past. There are lots of us out there... don't assume 'young friends' are people who went to an expensive Quaker school or who were brought up in a meeting. Lots of people in their 20s and 30s are looking for the sorts of things Quakers offer...		Overwhelmingly positive.		Yes. Remember many 'young adults' have children. Remember many don't have any quaker background at all, so talk more about the core (the testimonies) than the committees etc etc. And don't be afraid of faith language. I don't want to be part of (just) an activist network  - for that I could join Greenpeace or Oxfam or something. I want to seek and know and experience God, and learn from Christian and Quaker tradition, and imitate Jesus. Friends hold a precious thing, a heritage that points the way to a faith which is lived more than it is just 'believed'. Don't loose that in an attempt to connect with younger people. And use the web more. For everything.				Ruth				Wall				wall.ruthie@gmail.com				4992		3/5/16 23:34

		34		0		Parents						Yes		Yes				17				I went to a CofE school and had been to a catholic funeral and then went to JYM and Quakerism felt right in a way the other religious experiences didn't.										Every week		Every week		National events (e.g. Children and Young People’s Programmes at Summer Gatherings, Yearly Meeting Gathering; Junior Yearly Meeting; Quaker Youth Pilgrimage; etc.)																		Nearly every week		I would attend every week, but have to work on quite a lot of Sundays. It's been my routine for so long it feels as if somethings missing if I'm free on a Sunday and don't attend.																								I do identify as Quaker. It's the community to which I belong and the closest fit for my beliefs.		y		I don't identify as Christian. I feel there are certain beliefs (the virgin birth, the resurrection) and way of religious expression (esp. communion) which people attach to Christianity which I am uncomfortable with.		Somewhat important		I did feel that I was more part of the Quaker community once I went into membership and that it was my choice and not my parents.		Somewhat important		Because we are collectively responsible for the life of the meeting, it is helpful if Friends know how it all works, not just the parts they are responsible for.		Somewhat important		as we worship together, belonging to a group, even if you don't attend very often, strengthens the experience.		I still attend the local meeting I grew up in and some Friends there have been very important to me growing up. I made the decision to go into membership at JYM and attended YFGM for several years and held a number of posts, including trustee.		I'm only really involved in my local meeting at the moment due to my age and situation.		When I went to university I attended the local meeting. Friends there were very supportive and would give me a lift to meeting and invited me to their homes sometimes. This meant I regularly attended rather than only occasionally. They also encouraged me to attend yfgm.		If I had more free time I would be able to commit to more committees, both in the local meeting and wider area and national bodies. At the moment I can't commit to being free on particular Sundays and only get a few weeks novice if I will be free.		No		The most important aspect has been the friends I've made and support I've received from individual friends. My Quaker faith and upbringing does influence my choices in my life.		Positive.		National events for young friends are helpful as it allows young friends who don't want to attend a local meeting to still have a Quaker connection. Combining these with events for adult friends is helpful, as when I was part of yfgm we always felt there were friends who looked down on us a bit as older children as they hadn't interacted with us and didn't fully understand the group.				Ellen				Marshall				martian3102@yahoo.com				4977		3/5/16 9:15

		31		24		Other (please elaborate below)		Partner/husband		I had read a novel (Patrick Gales Notes on an Exhibition) that had Quaker characters and it made me wait to learn more.		No												No						I would love to apply for membership but I have a disability and the meeting coincides with my work/rest commitments and my local meeting house want to know me before accepting me as a member so I'm in a catch 22 unfortunately.																								Hardly ever		Due to disability and work commitments the time of the meeting means I am unable to attend																								I self-identify as an Atheist Quaker. I believe there is the potential for good in everyone, that we are all equal, to strive for peace and to remain truthful and help others where I can. I feel Quakers have the same aspirations as me and I like that I can be an Atheist aand a Quaker- that diversity and acceptance is key to the Quaker beliefs for me.		y		I am not a Christian as I do not believe in the Bible or believe in heaven or hell or a god.		Somewhat unimportant		I would really like to be a member but I still identify as a Quaker and live my life as much as possible in the Quaker way even though I am unable to attend meeting and therefore become a member.		Somewhat unimportant		I think the key Quaker messages of peace, equality, truth and simplicity and how you dedicate your life to them and try to help others are more important than traditions.		Somewhat important		I would love to be a part of Quaker community but unfortunately I am unable to attend meetings so I often miss out on this aspect.				Not at present. The only meeting I have attended was the Milford Haven group which were very friendly.		I changed jobs and this has stopped me attending meetings even though I would love to go back.		If I could attend online or meet other Quakers of my age or they had meetings on other days- an email newsletter would be helpful.		If it became more Christian or less accepting of Atheists or other faiths.		I am vegan, I strive for peace and donate to several charities with this in mind. I bank ethically, and I accept the good in everyone and look for the positives in people,		I would say it was positive on the whole but it made me sad that most of the Quakers I met were very elderly so it concerned me that numbers could dwindle even though it is such a brilliant accepting religion- one of the few which treats men and women equally.		They need to do more online,offer email newslettes, the opportunity to meet other younger Quakers in the area, more flexibility for meetings, etc more activist involvement I.e for refugees, peace, feminism, lgbtq, etc				Helen				Bartlett				helenatruralhome@gmail.com				4976		3/5/16 9:12

		35		24		Alone				Grandparents were Quakers so I'd always known about Quakers but only then did I feel the need to find out for myself		Yes		No		Moved to the area 5 years ago		28				Time felt right I already had the same way of thinking and wanted to belong to an amazing meeting (brighton)																																Hardly ever		Working pattern I'm usually working when my local meeting meets 

I also have a small baby																								Yes i feel like a Quaker I am proud to tell others I'm a Quaker and of the actions of other quakers		y		Not really, I indentify myself as an agnostic Quaker and have little time for bible stories		Very important		I felt I belonging I didn't like just attending made me feel like an outsider		Somewhat important				Somewhat important		To understand Quakers				I used to be heavily involved in groups at other meetings but now I'm unable to attend meeting for worship I don't feel part of it. And have no idea of what Quaker groups exist in my area.		I've moved twice 

First meeting I went to was small and there were few young members I enjoyed attending but had little impact on me. Then I moved to a large vibrant meeting with my groups and extra activities it made a huge impact I joined as a member and regularly took part in things. 

Sine mocking again I've only managed to attend a handful of times in the last five years and therefore have only got involved in a couple of things.

The meeting makes a huge difference as well as geography and times I now find it hard to attend due to working hours and location of meetings there is no meeting in my town		I'm hoping as my work changes (I'm freelance on short term contracts so this is likely) and as my son grows older I will reconnect with meeting and get involved in children's meeting I run creative project for kids so would love to offer these skills		Work commitments I sell at craft fairs and work at family events meaning I work most Sunday's		For five years when I was actively involved in my local meeting it had a huge impact. I made lots of friends,  I learnt so much, being involved in a Quaker tapestry exhibition gave me skills I could use at work. I loved volunteering at childrens meeting		Overall positive 

Frustrated at the moment because I don't fell involved and don't know how to get involved again when I can't make meeting for worship		I think it's very hard for small meetings but even the large meeting I'm near could 

 use of social media and emails better when I last moved area the only info the local meeting wanted was my address I knew I was moving again before the list was likely to be printed and have actually moved 3 times (in the same area) but mail doesn't work as a communication tool for me and their seems little alternative . 

The local meeting Facebook was last updates four months ago and the last info about stuff to get involved in locally was July.				Caroline				Coates				carolinecoates@hotmail.com				4975		3/5/16 8:57

		32		22		Alone				I did not like the Unitarian congregation in the city in which I was living, so I was searching for an alternative.		Yes		No		This is the AM which accepted me into membership.		32				After attending regularly for a period, I became clear to me that membership was my only option.																																Nearly every week		I need MfW in my life.  It is a time when I can pray and listen.  In London, it's very difficult to find quiet time, so even if I'm anxious or unable to settle, it is at least beneficial for that.  I attend a midweek meeting pretty much every week and Sundays at least twice a month (other Sundays I go to a Unitarian church) unless my training interferes.																								Yes.  I think that anyone who regularly attends MfW and espouses the Quaker values is a Quaker.  It is an inward orientation; nobody is a perfect Quaker just as nobody is a perfect Christian.  I am a Quaker because I am trying to be a Quaker because it is an expression of what God has called me to be.		y		Yes.  I have been a Christian for my whole life.  Again, it is an inward orientation.  I might describe myself as more of a post-Christian or certainly a progressive Christian.  I am very comfortable with traditional Christian language, although not always with what the words mean in traditional settings.		Somewhat important		See above.		Very important		We claim to be without ceremonies but that's not true.  Everything we do is about forms and practices.		Somewhat important		It depends on what you mean by active.  Every member/regular attender should contribute in some way to the running of the Society.				Friends House Meeting and NW London AM

The running of the midweek meeting at FH		NA		When I have more time, I certainly will.		At times I can become very frustrated with what appears to be a group think.  I do not always agree with the way that Friends assume that all other Friends are Labour voting and liberal in every way and resent those of us who are not.		Certainly a spiritual home.  My mother once came to meeting with me and was nervous about it beforehand and I told her that it had changed my life.		Generally positive.						Tristan				Jovanovic				tristanjovanovic@gmail.com				4974		3/5/16 8:23

		18		11		Parents						Yes		No		Boarding School		17														About once a month		About once a month																				Nearly every week		I attend a music school. Occasionally we have concerts and rehearsals on Sundays. Also, as a boarder, we go home for weekends every three weeks.																								I certainly identify as a Quaker. I see it as an important part of my spiritual journey. By identifying myself in this way, I instantly felt part of a wider group of friends and part of the Quaker history.		y		I am a Christian, yes. My father is a retired Anglican priest so I was brought up around scripture and Sunday school. My parents are very open minded, however, and approached the Quakers after a dispute with the Anglican church. I find God a very important image when practicing silence. The idea of Christianity and having God as 'love' and 'peace' is a picture that is extremely strong in my mind. There are many parts of the Bible that I draw upon for inspiration, especially the psalms, which I view as a prayer for the world. When singing or reading these psalms, I know I'm not only praying for myself, but for the whole of humanity		Somewhat important		Membership of any group is important. With the Quakers, I knew there was never a tie or contract along with membership, and for this reason it is very healthy. The meeting house is devoid of guilt and pressure, so I feel I attend when I can, even if this is not too often, and still be a member.		Somewhat important		Although for many people, simply acknowledging the silence of a meeting is enough of a Quaker experience, having a common focus and intent is also important. Quakers as peacekeepers is one of the strongest and most important parts of the Quaker history. By keeping these ideas alive, we are able to continue peaceful protest around the testimonies also practiced by our ancestors.		Somewhat unimportant								For me, going to church on a Sunday was always surrounded by restrictions and best behaviour. When I moved to boarding school, I wanted to explore a new group of like minded people. There is no 'right' way of worship. This freedom is very exciting for me as my thoughts and prayers can either bounce off something someone has shared or be focused on a certain individual I feel needs my prayers.		Greater advertisement of youth Quaker events.		Living far away from a meeting house.		I have taken part in protest marches and formed a much clearer idea of my beliefs. I also have learnt, most importantly, how to value silence and peace. In a world centered around noise and movement, the time in the meeting house will always be centered around silence and peace and this for me is very reassuring. It is an environment which is surrounded by God's love and in which I feel closest to Him.		Invariably positive. Simply listening to other Quakers talk about their journeys and experiences has taught me so much.						Harriet				Butterworth				hattiebutterworth@hotmail.co.uk				4967		3/4/16 16:09

		25		1		Parents						No												No						I just enjoy being an attender																								Occasionally		I moved away from my home meeting																								Yes, I consider myself an atheist Quaker. I feel that the best quality of Quakerism is the willingness of Quakers is to care for others without judgment and live life with regards to honesty and fairness		y		No, I find Christian theology hard to stomach		Not important at all		Because membership is against Quaker belief in equality		Not important at all		Because it is hard to pin down what makes people a Quaker and knowing history doesn't make me more or less Quaker		Very important		Even if you didn't know the history, or become a member you can still be a Quaker. But it really helps to be with other Quakers to help grow your Quakerness				Not really. I'm out of the country so Quakerism here is more confusing for me		I have. Quakers here have fractured and hold meetings unlike the ones I am used to. So I have not shown up to the meetings		Maybe when I settle down a little more		Not that I can think of		Quakerism got me my first proper job. It sent me to another country. And I have me some great friends		Positive		Setting something up specifically for young adults in individual meetings would help but it is somethings for an individual meeting to decide				Joe				Thurley				joe.thurley@yahoo.co.uk				4911		3/2/16 16:07

		25		0		Parents						Yes		Yes				15		I applied for my own membership		I had been to a lot of summer events and wanted to have membership of the meeting that had supported me to go to theses summer events.  I think I had attended JYM at 15 and thoughts I wanted to become a 'proper' member										About once a month		Hardly ever		National events (e.g. Children and Young People’s Programmes at Summer Gatherings, Yearly Meeting Gathering; Junior Yearly Meeting; Quaker Youth Pilgrimage; etc.)		Regional events (e.g. Friends Southern Summer Events, Holiday School, Summer Shindig; JYF; Teenage General Meeting; etc.)										Informal social groups of Quaker friends and family						Hardly ever		I live in Brighton - where I go to uni and have been to this meeting a few times and not found it inviting or 'my kind of meeting'.  It also just doesn't really fit with my life schedule to attend meeting on a Sunday morning as this is prime breakfast with friends, cycling, organising my life or having a hangover time!

When I visit my parents I do make an effort to attend their local meeting, especially if there is an all age worship or shared lunch.  I find this meeting - although not my membership meeting/where I grew up, much more inviting and excited to have young adults as part of the community even if it is irregular.								Volunteering at Quaker events (local, regional and national)						Informal social groups of Quaker friends and family										Yes... It's not the first thing I tell people when I meet them but I am happy to tell people if and when it's relevant in conversation.  I have been brought up attending quaker meetings, I am a member I love volunteering at and attending CYP/BYM events and I feel 'at home' in the wider quaker community.  many of my ideological positions align with quakerism, and it's nice to feel like I have somewhere to go to nurture my spirituality/ personal growth that is quite different from work, university etc.		y		No. Although I know that Quakerism is a section of Christianity don't like the idea of other people thinking of me a 'a Christian' and I do not identify with many christian practices and the dogma that often comes with the church		Somewhat unimportant		Sometimes I think about giving up my membership.  I haven't been to my membership meeting in over 5 years - possible even longer. But it's important to me that I am a member of that meeting as it's the meeting that supported me to get involved with young Quaker events so I could independently experience quakerism rather than it just be something I do because my mum goes to meeting sometimes.		Somewhat important		I really like learning about the history of quakerism and seeing that it's not a static tradition and is open to change, challenge and diversity.  This makes me feel good about identifying as a quaker because when people ask questions I can explain things to them and give reasons why I am involved in Quaker communities.		Very important		I I wasn't involved with CYP events as an adult I wouldn't feel as connected to quakerism.  Even though I am often at events to support younger quakers to explore their spirituality this process allows me to do the same.  Conversation and interaction are one of the best ways to nurture and explore your spirituality and I think that we create spaces in which this is not only possible but facilitated and encouraged.		Summer shindig, JYM.  connecting you to together young people and providing spaces for discussion and exploring topics that you don't really get the opportunity to explore in mainstream settings.		CYP adult volunteers.  I think that the CYP team do a great job of supporting, nurturing and at times challenging the CYP team to understand and explore their own spirituality in order to help and lead by example when you're working with children and young people at events.  I think that the JYM team are supported very well and over the last few years there has been the opportunity to reflect on your own beliefs and practices in a way that is helpful to you, and the young people at events.		yep... I moved to the South, having grown up and attended most of my quaker events in the North.  This has meant that it has been geographically easier to be involved in national events, But also becse there are more events the timing isn't such an issue. the Northern Summer event I used to go to and vounteered at for a few years after is great but it's only once a year at a time that isn't ideal for me and it's a LONG way to go for training and the week itself.		If I move somewhere new and find that the meeting there is more welcoming of young adults who may not be a regular attended I may feel more at home in this meeting and likely to attend more often.		LIFE! Getting busy with work, moving... starting a family - I think it's hard work to get a whole family to meeting - particularly if the meeting is not set up to welcome families and doesn't have a children's/teen meeting.  But I guess all this depends on how you define 'involved' volunteering at less stuff or not attending meeting regularly may not affect the extent to which I identify as a quaker...		It keeps me connected to people who I may other wise have lost contact with by moving. And it also provides me with a space and a community - in different guises - to be spiritual and to nurture this. Volunteering at CYP events keeps me connected to young people, but also allows me to explore my own youth work practice in a different way then when I am working in more mainstream youth settings.		Positive. I generally feel really good when I think about quaker things, the opportunities I've had, the relationships I've cultivated and the general sense of nurturing community I have experienced in different ways, in different quaker settings over the years.		I'm sure I could think of some...				Elsie				Whittington				elsiewhittington@gmail.com				4909		3/2/16 15:37

		22		1		Parents						Yes		Yes				18				I applied after my experiences on the Quaker Youth Pilgrimage in 2010, which gave me the feeling that Quakerism was something for me personally, rather than something I just did on a sunday with my Dad. I felt ownership.										About once a month		Nearly every week		National events (e.g. Children and Young People’s Programmes at Summer Gatherings, Yearly Meeting Gathering; Junior Yearly Meeting; Quaker Youth Pilgrimage; etc.)		Regional events (e.g. Friends Southern Summer Events, Holiday School, Summer Shindig; JYF; Teenage General Meeting; etc.)																About once a month		I like to sleep and Sunday morning is a good time to do it! I also travel a lot at weekends, so I am often not able to attend. I do attend my home meeting (lewes) when I am home though, as I am there so infrequently.

I tend to attend midweek meeting for worship more often - it happens in my office which helps, but it also helps that I have already had to be awake for a while. Afternoon/evening MfWs might attract more YFs I feel - and I always like Epilogue.								Volunteering at Quaker events (local, regional and national)		Britain Yearly Meeting events/groups				Informal social groups of Quaker friends and family		Work for a Quaker organization								Yup, being Quaker has come to be a very large part of my identity, acting as the foundation for a lot of it. Quakerism is a vital community for me - loving and supportive, while challenging me to develop and live adventurously. This community isn't really geographically limited for me - it's more about  the people (it would be great if these people were all in one place though!)		y		I do not identify as Christian. I did not grow up as Christian, and while I respect those who hold these beliefs, I don't see believing in Jesus as the son of God as inherently useful to me, my spiritual development and the world.		Somewhat important		It does show a commitment I think. But I know it suits some better than others.		Very important		Quaker process is one of the most powerful things we have I think - it is often business meetings that I find the most gathered.

I think Quaker traditions are fascinating, and very important to a sense of common identity, but also I know they must change over time.		Very important		It is the community that pushes you, and your Quakerism. I would find it very hard to be a lone Quaker.		As mentioned before the Quaker Youth Pilgrimage was very influential - the experience of building a Quaker community with 27 other YPs from around the world was deeply powerful for me, as the community was open and loving, offering lots of room to explore spirituality and religion - room that I perhaps hadn't had before.

I was also lucky to be part of a generation of young Quakers at my local meeting in Lewes - about 7-10 of us within 2 or 3 years of each other. When we outgrew the normal children's meeting, one member of the meeting took it upon himself to run a slightly more sophisticated teenagers meeting, known as "sofa-dwellers" where we discussed deeper issues (peace, non-violence, conscientious objection, Q prison chaplains, lots of others I can't remember) sat on comfortable seats (hence sofa dwellers) and drank hot chocolate/tea/coffee and had biscuits. 

It was an important step, and without it I probably wouldn't have gone on the pilgrimage - it recognised us as more mature than just kids, but also allowed us to grow, and didn't expect us to be like adult quakers imeadiately. We often didn't go into the worship at all..		I am involved with:

Lewes local meeting,

Sussex East Area meeting

BYM

Brussels Meeting, 

Belgium & Luxembourg YM

Quaker Council for european Affairs

Quaker World relations committee of BYM

European and Middle East Section of FWCC

FSSE Junior gathering (formerly summer school - I staffed here for a few years, though I haven't since 2014)

attended the FWCC world gathering in Peru (so feel part of this, very vague, community).



These are all overlapping groups, and they are all important to my Quakerism. Brussels and Lewes act as my foundation I suppose, where I worship most often, but I have really valued working with a small group on QWRC, and being invovled with Quakers beyond Britain is often where I have experienced the most spritiual growth (not always though - often it has more to do with being at a Q event, where everything is more concentrated)		I've left home, and I think I still go to meeting about as much as I used to - if I was at home I wouldn't go every week either (even though my dad does) 

Going to university might have had an impact, but that was the point at which I'd just become a member so I was riding a wave of enthusiasm, and got involved with the university society.

Moving to brussels might also have had an impact, if I weren't working for a Quaker org..

So generally, I've been fairly consistent since 2010ish		Possibly, though I can't think of them. I already feel I am more involved than the average Quaker my age.		Again, possibly but I don't know what they might be. I think that doubt is part of Quakerism, and perhaps one day, it won't fulfill the role it does now.		My life has been influenced by quakerly in basically all the examples listed. Many of my close friends are Quakers, and some of my best, happiest memories come from Q contexts. 

It is Quakerism that has driven me to act out my values, although I might have held similar political positions without it. 

Quakerism is my spiritual home, though I prefer to think of it as a spiritual vehicle or tool, that enables me to answer and discover questions important to me, and the world around me.

I work for a Quaker org, and though I would like to return to being a private rather than a professional Quaker soon, I am glad my first job was with Quakers.		Positive - see above		Really the point is that while Young Friends should be encouraged to get involved, there also has to be an understanding that for many YF, it's just not the priority/doesn't fit in with many commitments.

Also area meeting and yearly meeting structures are often not well explained to YF, and many might feel quite alienated from those levels of governance.

There is also a fine line between trying to encourage YFs and constantly marking them out as somehow different. Young people and Quakers are still just people and Quakers - some of us might have been attending meeting for longer than a 60-year old Friend. Some of us might fit stereotypes of young people, and others of us might be old at heart. Young Quakers aren't some separate group - we're part of the society's present not just its future.				George				Thurley				george.thurley@gmail.com				4900		3/2/16 13:55

		30		28		Alone				I had been asked to leave the previous spiritual community that I identified with.		No												No						Never.  Being a member of something requires someone to net be a member or even not eligible for membership.																								Nearly every week		I used to go to every quaker meeting that I could until I recognised it as a crutch.																				Other (please specify)		Transition towns..local chapter meets in the same place as my local meeting meets.		Yes.  I believe 'quaker' predates quakerism, Christianity, indigenous religions.



Where this falls down is in the beaurocratic nature of the religious society of friends.		y		No.  Christianity, Judaism, etc and to an extent thinks that they have a monopoly on positive ethics.  In my experience god is more reliant on humanity than humanity is on god.		Not important at all		I identify as an independant person and don't need to have membership anywhere to be me.		Not important at all		See above on identity.		Not important at all		See above on identity.		NA  I came across quakers as an adult.		I don't have a quaker 'identity' but I do identify with Liverpool Thursday meeting more than others.				If it embraces a more libertarian ethos.				I have learnt through insights gained from meetings that self-determanation is not on possible but the natural state.																				4871		3/1/16 23:45

		20		3		Parents						No												No						I have considered applying for membership, and BYM 2014 was particularly helpful in bringing my ideas together about the matter. I decided that for now, no matter how meaningful my experiences with Quakers have been, and no matter how much my involvement with them has led to my view of the world widening, I don't want to commit to Quakerism as a path. I haven't lived enough yet to know if I'm a Quaker!		Hardly ever		Occasionally		National events (e.g. Children and Young People’s Programmes at Summer Gatherings, Yearly Meeting Gathering; Junior Yearly Meeting; Quaker Youth Pilgrimage; etc.)				Local Link groups								Informal social groups of Quaker friends and family						About once a month		My attendance at meetings has ramped up this academic year, to the point where I pretty much go every week. I attended meetings less frequently during my earlier years at university just because I was struggling to manage my study workload alongside my other interests. But I've gotten better at prioritising meeting now!														Informal social groups of Quaker friends and family										I do call myself a Quaker when asked, but in all honesty I feel uncomfortable with the label. I feel uncomfortable with the label because I don't think I know enough about what the label 'Quaker' means to other Quakers to use it confidently. The problem I have is that I feel pressured to believe that we should decide on the meaning of the label as a community, rather than letting each individual decide what it means to them (and I don't know which method would be better). For example, I'm not a member, I'm an attender, and I've been told point-blank by Quakers that that means I shouldn't call myself a Quaker.



I say I'm a Quaker in day-to-day life just because I've found that in conversations about which religion I follow (when they happen) people are often adamant that if I go to Quaker meeting, attend other Quaker events, read Q F&P every now and again, and have a Quaker family, then I'm probably a Quaker. The label is a shortcut to explaining my faith.		u		Being a Christian to me means believing that Jesus was the son of God, and that the Bible is unique in being, if not the only then the best, recorded word of God.



I don't identify as a Christian. I feel this way because I've found as much truth, or lack of truth, in faiths other than Christianity, and in teachers other than Jesus.



For me, Christianity is just one of the many valid paths to God. It's a helpful one for me sometimes, and sometimes it's not.		Not important at all		See my answer to why I don't really self-identify as Quaker.



I like the idea of making a commitment to grow in a faith through membership, but then I don't like the idea of having a two-tier community with members and attenders being viewed differently. I also don't like the idea of being bound to Quakerism, when for all I know something might come along to change my mind (I don't know what kind of person I'm going to be in a few years time!). I've heard membership compared to marriage, and I don't want to get married but would expect my relationships to be viewed as just as important as a married relationship.  



I don't think not being in membership means you don't let your life speak like a Quaker, and I don't think being in membership means you are more Quakerly than others. So I sort of get lost as to what the point of membership is outside of administrative purposes?		Somewhat important		These are the bits that make up being part of a Quaker community. But when they become difficult to navigate, like how I'm confused as to if there's a difference between BYM and YMG, I still feel pretty Quakerly, since, to me, the silence is the most important part of Quakerism, and the belief that in it you connect with the Light inside yourself that is always there within us all, and cannot leave. But equally, if the structures stopped being helpful to me I would question further my Quaker identity.		Somewhat important		It's something that always makes me feel more connected to my Quaker identity, and which always leaves me understanding more about it, but I don't think it's necessary. 



Besides general demands from other parts of life, I struggle with social anxiety, and sometimes it can just feel impossible to get involved, but I hope Quakers as a community can make room for that.		JYM, my local meeting, and my family which has been Quaker for generations. I think because of my Quaker ancestry I will always feel a connection to Quakers, but it wasn't until JYM that I really started to 'get' Quakers.		My university and term-time local meetings keep me feeling connected to Quakerism.		I moved to go to university, it made attending meeting more difficult.		Once I have accepted a job so I know where I'm going to be living for the next few years!		Unless Quakerism itself changed dramatically, not that I can think of.				Positive.																		4838		3/1/16 13:48

		32		5		Parents																										Nearly every week		About once a month																				Nearly every week		I attended meeting at University because it was nearby -- the meeting house was less than ten minutes walk from where I lived. Once I started going, I got back into the habit of going. I became a member in my second year at University (2004), after I realised that I hadn't actually been a member as a child. 



After University I found I was missing meeting. I went to YFGM, and someone recommended that I try Westminster meeting on Wednesday evenings. Again, it was very convenient and it fitted in with my normal schedule. I transferred my membership in 2006 or 2007 and continued to go on Wednesday evenings. If meeting hadn't been in the evenings, I'm not sure I would have continued to go. I was a member of Westminster (London West AM) when I lived in Guildford (Surrey), Fleet (Hampshire), Twickenham (zone 5)... If I had needed to get into London on a Sunday morning I just wouldn't have gone.



I haven't put down that I consider myself a member of YFGM. That's because I'm not any more, but between 2006 and 2013 I felt that that was my community. YFGM was really important to me, and I benefited so much from the community and the support. 



In 2012 I went through a horrible year, and both YFGM and Westminster meeting were there for me. Westminster held a meeting for clearness for me, which was incredibly supportive. For most of the summer of 2012, every time I was on Facebook one of the overseers from YFGM would send me a message to say hi -- it was so nice. I really feel that I have been upheld by both Westminster meeting and YFGM.								Volunteering at Quaker events (local, regional and national)		Britain Yearly Meeting events/groups						Work for a Quaker organization								Yes. It is part of who I am. For me, being a Quaker means that I am more open, more thoughtful, less quick to jump to conclusions. It's about having a well-considered process for dealing with life's decisions.		y		Sometimes. I value Christian language. Reality is about perspectives, and the language of God that we share with other faiths brings us together. However, my notion of God is non-corporeal, which is in opposition to many Christians. I see God as being real in the sense that numbers are real -- pure, clear, non-physical. My faith is based on doubt, not on certainty.		Somewhat important		We are Quakers together, as a community.		Very important		The core of Quakerism is not about what we believe, but about how we put our faith into action.		Somewhat important		Quakerism is collective. It is about being part of a community. (That doesn't mean you need to do everything in your community, more that you just need to have a community.)		As a child and a teenager, I only had one Quaker community -- the local meeting.		YFGM had a huge influence on me. It was, for me, a safe space in which to learn new skills. I wouldn't have got my first management job if it hadn't been for the trusteeship and line management I did at YFGM.		See earlier answer. If Westminster meeting hadn't had a weekday evening meeting, I may have drifted away from Quakerism altogether. I think that the things which kept me in Quakers were a) YFGM, and b) Wednesday evenings at Westminster.		Well, I suppose I could try to become Recording Clerk... (Sorry, glib answer. I'm about as involved as it's possible to get.)		I'm expecting to be less involved over the next few years when we have the baby. But it's possible that actually this will draw me back to the local meeting.		On a practical level, Quakerism has given me work. I wouldn't have the Quaker job I do now if I hadn't stuck with Quakers. I wouldn't have had some of the other jobs I did before if I hadn't volunteered with Quakers and taken on roles in my local meeting and at YFGM. In fact, I remember one interview (for a job I didn't get) where they weren't interested in my paid work at all, only in my volunteer experience, which was all through Quakers.



YFGM gave me my partner and many of my friends. It also gave me a community, and when things were really bad, there were a lot of people at YFGM who were there for me. Westminster gave me access to a multi-generational community who were able to offer me advice and experience I didn't have. And they too really supported me. 



Finally, it is a spiritual home. I go because I want to be part of a community. I feel that other Quakers understand God in a similar way to me. Others understand that faith is about doubt, that truth is relative, that behind life is the darkness of the void, and that the blackness of all of our hearts not a demon to be overcome but a part of ourselves with which we must make peace.		Very positive. Quakers have been my community, and have supported me through some deeply awful times.		YFGM is great. Give them more support! 



Is there any way that slightly older young Friends (ie, those of us who are all having children now) could be supported to have a big gathering?				Jessica				Metheringham				jessicam@quaker.org.uk				4780		2/29/16 17:49

		22		0		Parents						No												No						Yes, but to be honest I don't see the relevance of membership for me. I feel a Quaker, I don't think membership would change that either way.		Nearly every week		Occasionally		National events (e.g. Children and Young People’s Programmes at Summer Gatherings, Yearly Meeting Gathering; Junior Yearly Meeting; Quaker Youth Pilgrimage; etc.)		Regional events (e.g. Friends Southern Summer Events, Holiday School, Summer Shindig; JYF; Teenage General Meeting; etc.)		Local Link groups				Leaveners/Quaker Youth Theatre				Informal social groups of Quaker friends and family						Hardly ever		I'm busy! I'd like to go more often, but not enough time.								Volunteering at Quaker events (local, regional and national)						Informal social groups of Quaker friends and family										Yes. I feel aligned with Quaker beliefs and values. It's a home I've grown up in. I like talking to people about it.		y		No. It bears no relevance to me. I don't have Christian faith.		Not important at all		I think membership is a personal thing. The great thing about Quaker membership is you're not excluded if you don't want to join. It's an affirmation that some people like to make and that's great. Personally speaking I don't find the affirmation necessary at the moment. I've always been a Quaker.		Somewhat unimportant				Somewhat unimportant		For me it's about values first and foremost.		Central bym young people events, FSSE, the leaveners, JYF actually they've all shaped me in different ways.

My local meeting had a huge influence to. I think of the youth events first because their impact was more dramatic rather then more important/significant.				Attending meeting was really important to me when I first left home, a great source of support to have a calm familiar space. As I got settled it became much less important.		Yes, becoming more settled somewhere and becoming less busy.

Starting a family. Lots of things might change this. A personal hardship might make me need meeting more too.		I'm pretty uninvolved at the moment. Can't go any further.		It is a vaste factor in who I am, my friends, my nature everything really!		Positive absolutely. It's an expanding thing, it never demands me to be a certain way and it has opened my mind and provided so many opportunities.		Evening meetings! Who wants to get up on a Sunday morning?				Peter				Griffin				peterhughgriffin@gmail.com				4714		2/29/16 0:55

		28		23		Other (please elaborate below)		a friend who was also interested		knew a few people and a little bit and wanted to find out more		Yes		No		was where I first attended but given that I was 23 I wouldn't say I grew up there		27				I felt that it was right and that I both have things to contribute (I had taken on the role of librarian) and that I was and do gain a lot from meeting																																About once a month		it is more than mothly, but can be a bit sporadic at times. I'm on YALP and part of YFGM and live half way across the country from my husband who is Methodist so if I'm with him for the weekend I often go to church with him		Young Friends General Meeting										Through Woodbrooke programmes												yes

I have duel membership, but am very much more actively involved with Quaker groupings than Methodist. I feel more part of a community within Quakers both with individual meetings and more generally.		y		yes

this has not been a constant in my life but I do currently, I am much more comftable with a Christian identity than I was previously. in uni the "Christian union" made me not feel able to consider myself Christian, having only just become able to accept that agin after having struggled with wanting to have my own views and not fitting with some others at points when younger.		Somewhat unimportant		it depends on the person and how they interact with things and intuprate everything		Somewhat important		its hard to understand what is going on without some knowledge and understanding. there can be a lot of jrgon ... but people are often fine withough an understanding.		Somewhat important		that is sort of the point with identity if you have no interaction or any link it would be hard to feel a part and therefore hard to hold an identity.		I knew very little while growing up		I'm not sure. I am actively involved with YFGM, and currently geographically distant from the area and local meeting that hold my membership.		I keep in touch with the area and local meeting that hold my membership and am personally happy to just turn up at any meeting, which is nice but does mean saying who I am and where I am from a lot.		more involved? I feel quite involved as it is, but would find it hard to do more given my current full time work + studie + YFGM +YALP		if work started to steel my weekends / evenings. they are currently bussy with Quaker stuff.		yes

friendships, volunteering, life experience, being involved with things that I wouldn't be otherwise.		very positive

is truly amazing the way I feel in life		erm, I've not been involved for very long, find it all positive.				Toni				Carmichael-Harris				antonia_carmichael@hotmail.com				4705		2/28/16 18:07

		34		0		Parents						Yes		No		I moved here 5 years ago, when my husband got a new job.		23				It was something I had been thinking about and praying about for some time. I'd been deepening my faith and my practise, and realised that this was very much where I saw myself at that point - and that if that changed, that was ok. Up until then, I had been waiting for absolute certainty - suprisingly enough, it never came! Also, it was a time of change for me - I'd just given up my job to volunteer abroad - and wanted to feel more supported by my community here before going away, and becoming a Member felt like one way of doing that.										Nearly every week		Occasionally		National events (e.g. Children and Young People’s Programmes at Summer Gatherings, Yearly Meeting Gathering; Junior Yearly Meeting; Quaker Youth Pilgrimage; etc.)				Local Link groups								Informal social groups of Quaker friends and family						About once a month		I would love to attend Meeting more often, but my family situation means that once a month is all I can manage at this point. In my 20s I attended significantly more often than this, and I hope to be able to find a way to return to that in the future.														Informal social groups of Quaker friends and family										Yes. Although I don't attend Meeting as much as I would like, and cannot at present take on any roles or responsibilities within the community (which I also find limits my ability to interact with the community as a whole) I very much feel that Quakerism is still my 'home'. Meeting is where I go when everything is falling apart and I need space and connection. I don't always find it there, but it's where I go to look.		y		Yes. For me, my Christianity and my Quakerism are indistinguishable. I returned to Quakerism as a young adult at the point I was also finding a Christian faith. It is my Christian faith that draws me to Quakerism, and my Quakerism that allows me to express and deepen my Christian faith. For me, without either ingredient, it just doesn't make sense.		Somewhat important		I think making a public commitment to something is important. Standing up and saying 'this is who I am, and this is what it means' changes what you are doing - in the same way that being married feels very different to living together. It means that you're making a commitment to stick to it, to work through the hard times as well as the good ones, to put something in as well as receiving things back. Having said all of that, there are times that membership doesn't feel right - sometimes you can feel like a Quaker, but not part of any Quaker community, and so membership isn't appropriate. Not being a member shouldn't stop you being involved in the Quaker community, but for me it's been a really important part of my acceptance into and growth within that community.		Very important		Quakerism is a very active faith. We are encouraged to participate in every way possible - that is one of the things that makes it so different from other Christian denominations in this country. Without an understanding of Quaker processes and structures, it can be very difficult to participate fully - without understanding why things are being done, it looks bizarre and long-winded at times, but understanding how and why makes it all make sense. Our structures and processes are an intrinsic part of who we are, and if we don't participate, we lose them - and so we lose ourselves. Understanding our history is important too, because without understanding our history, we cannot understand where we are now, and how we got here. We end up throwing away our identity because we don't understand it, not because it isn't important.		Very important		As I've said, Quakerism is an active faith. That means doing things within community - it isn't something you do on your own. It means giving back to the community and receiving support from them. It means helping out and building connections. It means telling them how you need spiritual nourishment and giving others spiritual nourishment - and challenge - when you can. At least, this is what it means to me at its best! Without being part of a community, building up those relationships, that knowledge of one another, how can we build anything greater? Without others around us, in formal or informal groups, we become a group of activists who are terribly nice, but have no connection to God, to the spirit beyond each of us that gives us the strength to change the world.		I was involved in my local meeting as a child, and my area (well, monthly back then!) meeting camp as a teenager. Both gave me roots in the community that I didn't recognise until later. The group that brought me back to Quakers when I'd moved away within myself was Young Friends General Meeting. I was sent as an area meeting representative - I probably wouldn't have gone if I hadn't been appointed to that role - and from there, it became the community that shaped me and nourished me and challenged me fairly continuously for 10 years. I would not have the faith I have today, or the strengths or skills for that matter, without it.		I am involved slightly with my local meeting at the moment, but sadly do not feel that influenced by them. I feel that they are always happy to see me when I go, but do not encourage me or challenge me to go when I am not there. This is probably because they know that it is difficult for me to attend, and don't want to push me or upset me, but it does end up feeling like they only remember me when I am able to attend - and so, in the dark or difficult times in between, I often feel that I am standing alone.		Like lots of other people, I have moved quite a bit since finishing school - for University, for work, and so on. In the period that I was moving the most, my Quaker community was YFGM, and so moving didn't affect my involvement at all. That's one of the great things about a non-geographic community for young people! Last time I moved, the area meeting I was leaving contacted the area meeting I was moving to and told them I was coming, so I received a welcome when I arrived - something really touching, and a great benefit of being in membership!		At present, my children are too young to be left at home on their own, and my husband often has evening meetings. As a result, it's very hard for me to take on a role within the meeting, and I feel that this significantly impacts how involved I feel in the community. As my children get older, I hope this will change and I will be able to do more again.		As I said, my Christian faith is integral to my Quakerism. A few years ago, it felt that at some point, the Society might ask me to choose one or the other - that it would no longer be possible to be both a Christian and a Quaker. I was ready at that point to resign my membership and, with sadness, move away. However, to me, it feels like this negative movement has subsided in the last couple of years, and I feel that my expression of faith is now more accepted, and acceptable, than it was before. This is a great relief!		In so many ways! Throughout my teenage years, it gave me the acceptance and support that were entirely lacking in my school life, even though I wasn't that involved in the community at the time. It has shaped what I see as important, and what I teach my children is important. It (indirectly) introduced me to my husband, though he is not a Quaker, so that's clearly impacted on everything that's happened since! I've worked for Quakers at various points and in various settings, so it's given me work experience and development opportunities I wouldn't have had otherwise.		Very positive. It hasn't all been perfect, but overall, I know I wouldn't be the person I am without it, and I think I would be the poorer for that.		When I was involved in YFGM, I felt very much at the centre of everything, welcomed and encouraged at area and yearly meeting levels. I left YFGM when I had my first child (when I was 29) and after that, the combination of no longer being in that community and no longer being in that life stage has made it far harder to engage. To me, it feels like the Society is good at engaging properly (!) young adults - say those in their 20s - but when we leave that group, there's nothing to help us to continue to engage on a local or national level. I'm not suggesting that there needs to be a new group, like YFGM but for people with children or more work commitments, or anything like that - just the acknowledgement that the way that we often operate as a community expects people to be free in the evenings, or during the days, and if you work full time or have small children, you're often too tired or too busy to do either of these things. I don't have a solution, but I do know it's a problem - so many of my friends have drifted away from the Society in their 30s, not before, and that feels like it's something that should be acknowledged more than it is.				Eleanor				Coss				silentspinner@yahoo.co.uk				4659		2/26/16 10:27

		29		0		Parents						Yes		No		I moved there for University and work. However I haven't yet transferred my membership after moving to another city.		24				Following a discussion with a member of the meeting, they wondered why I wasn't a member and it got me thinking. Quakerism was something I had wandered away from,exploring other Christian churches but I always came back to it as a sort of spiritual home. Although how at home I felt has varied between different meetings.										Nearly every week		Nearly every week																Other (please elaborate below)		I went to JYM once only age 17 and once visited  another local meeting but that was it.		Occasionally		I work shifts and a lot of my friends live in different cities. So I'm often working or too tired after nights/long days or away at the weekends.  I've also recently moved to a new City and it takes me a while to pluck up the courage to go to a new big meeting as the one I grew up in averaged about 5 people a week.  I attend YFGM regularly. I'm also a little uncertain that I agree with the way Quakerism is heading.		Young Friends General Meeting												Informal social groups of Quaker friends and family										I do currently identify myself as a Quaker. I grew up as one and despite attending other churches, it's always the place I "come home to" spiritually. I love that I can think freely and find my own path towards God. The values and principles are the way I want to live my life, and there are  a lot of wonderful Quaker role models from the past.		y		I do self identify as a Christian. This is a very important part of my spiritual identity to me. I spent a long time exploring this in other churches as well as within Quakerism. I find inspiration from Jesus' life and teachings and this is very important to me. It's also important to me as it's part of Quaker heritage. Quakers were traditionally Christian, it was just a different way of exploring Christianity.		Somewhat unimportant		I think you can be as accepted and involved in the life of the meeting either as an attender or as a member. My involvement changed a little in becoming a member as I was nominated onto the Children's committee, but I think this something I would have looked to become involved with anyway (I have helped with Brownies and Rainbows most of my adult life).		Somewhat important		I think an understanding of the traditions and processes are important because they are embedded with a lot of the core Quaker principles. However in my experience, this is perhaps being a little lost as people concentrate more on the process than the principle. Hence why I would say somewhat important rather than very important. I wouldn't want to lose that tradition and principle, but I think that they way we act them now is fast becoming the sort of bureaucracy Quakers was founded to get away from.		Very important		I think it's important to "spiritually refresh". Although I think I will always consider myself a Quaker. I definitely feel more in tune with that side of me after a weekend at YFGM or after a meeting for worship. So I think it's important to make time for that, which because of work etc, I currently find quite difficult.		The meeting I grew up in was the biggest influence on my spiritual life growing up. The predominant influences in my spiritual development at the meeting were my mother and a lady who did children's meeting with me, who I'm still in touch with now. She's become a sort of Quaker "Godmother" or "Grandmother" to me and I still write to her about spiritual issues now. She was an amazing role model, and in my eyes exactly what a Quaker should be. Between her and my mother I was taught about Quaker history, bible stories and also and most importantly, to think for myself. They also taught me to find wisdom wherever it was, in books and stories that were philosophical or just story books, as well as traditional religious books.		I regularly attend YFGM, although I will stopping soon as I'm nearly 30 now. I love the spirituality sessions we have. They help me to continue to think about different things in different ways and how they influence my life.		Moving away from home lessened my Quaker involvement. I was too frightened to go to a big meeting, and unfortunately it took me a long to go to a new meeting in every city I have since lived in. I also explored other Christian churches as a lot of my university friends were evangelical Christians. However when I found out about YFGM I became more involved again. This was also thanks to a lot of young adult friends being in the city I was living in at the time.		My partner is going to be moving in with me soon. He is also from a Quaker background. That will lessen the weekends I spend away from my new city and he is going to come to meeting with me, which I find less scary than going alone to a new meeting. I'm also going to be working less shift work from September, which will help with having time to attend meeting. I also think I would attend more regularly if I had children as I'd want to them to grow up going to meeting.		I think if Quakerism becomes more focused on a non-theist and activist stance, then I would be less inclined to go. I worry that we're losing the emphasis on the "religious " in The Religious Society of Friends.  I would probably look at going to another Christian church. It would also depend on my local meeting as I've found a huge variety in how much I fit in with the different local meetings I have attended.		It influenced my choice of career, I've gone into a career that helps people. It's how I met my partner, at YFGM. It influences the types of people I choose to be friends with. I think it has made me an easier person to get on with at home and at work as I really try to live out Quaker principles in my daily life.		Positive. It has given me a good set of principles to live my life by and some wonderful role models, both historical and in my everyday life. It's how I met my partner. It's taught me to to find wisdom in different places. I hope it's made me a very loving and tolerant person who's easy to get on with and cares for other people.																		4651		2/25/16 20:52

		21		11		Parents						No												No						yes, however I moved cities for university and haven't been as active in my new meeting. Once I am more settled in a city I think I will become a member there.		About once a month		About once a month		National events (e.g. Children and Young People’s Programmes at Summer Gatherings, Yearly Meeting Gathering; Junior Yearly Meeting; Quaker Youth Pilgrimage; etc.)		Regional events (e.g. Friends Southern Summer Events, Holiday School, Summer Shindig; JYF; Teenage General Meeting; etc.)										Informal social groups of Quaker friends and family						Hardly ever		I work very late Saturday nights and feel most comfortable in the Sunday meetings as I know more people.																				Other (please specify)		Although I left YFHS two years ago there is still a strong community amongst participants and I regularly meet up with and have discussions with other HS friends.		I still very much feel as though I believe and try to live by the testimonies of Quakerism. Would consult advice and query's often and go to meeting when I feel the need for silence in my life. I also feel that as a lot of my social circle are Quakers and am influenced by my peers. I also feel very proud of the Quaker history		y		I would self-identify as agnostic. I find the term Christian a little restrictive and narrow. I am open to all religions ideas and feel there is a lot to be learnt by understanding them more however feel that I don't need nor am I equipped to have a clear understanding of the world in this sense and instead should focus on our place within the world.		Somewhat important		I feel that it is not essential to a Quaker lifestyle however may enrich us by having a stronger tie to the society. If I should ever have a family I would like to have membership.		Somewhat important		I feel ministry should be well understood within a meeting so that everybody may get the most out of their time there. I also think the way in which we conduct business and the meeting house is useful and applicable to many in everyday life. The history and political impact Quakers have had over the years can in some cases be an inspiration for the future.		Somewhat important		I feel that although you can have Quakerism within your life it is important to support the community especially when there is declining number of young people. Which is somewhat hypocritical of me at the moment when I am not attending meeting regularly or a member.		At Sheffield central meeting I attended a teenagers group who would meet twice a month; once during meeting and once in the evening either at the meeting house or at a friends house. I feel I made close friends there many of which I am still regularly in contact with and learnt a lot. I feel this is the main reason I still identify as Quaker.

I also attended YFHS which helped to form my ideas through guest talks and the discussion groups and meet people from different meetings. Both made me feel very much part of the community.		not currently		I have moved cities and have attended meeting in my new city a hand full of times with friends I met at YFHS however this has not be regular. I have also been to meeting in Sheffield when home. I feel the pressures of university life have moved me away from meeting but think I will probably become more active again once my life is more routine. Having the connection with Quakerism really helped me settle into my new city however as it meant I already knew lots of people In Leeds.		Yes, If I was to have a family in the future I would like to be more actively involved in Quakerism.		If my believes were to change.		I was Catholic till the age of 11 so I feel it gave me more scope to explore my own thoughts. I have also met many of my close friends through Quakerism and feel very supported by the community. I feel that friends have made me more away of current affaires and made me more interested in what's going on globally.		Very positive. I feel very much it has helped to shape my views and lifestyle.		Continue to support meeting houses in creating bounds and friendships amongst the young people. Once with the Sheffield teenage group we stayed at Barmore this was a very positive weekend we also went to the Yorkshire sculpture park and to Liverpool for the day. We were continually asked at YFHS for feedback which I feel not only helped to make young Quakers feel involved but also sparked good ideas. 

I also feel that many young Quakers struggle with the idea of feeling part of the society but struggling with the word "god" and the Christianity aspect. This could be explored more as there appears to be disparity on the subject between meeting house.				Hannah				Murphy				hannahmurphy94@hotmail.com				4641		2/25/16 16:08

		30		1		Parents						No												No						No, because I don't feel I have to, to be a Quaker.																								Occasionally		Because even though i enjoy going to meeting, it's not always possible to attend.																								I am a Quaker because not only have I been brought up as one, I'm proud to be one.		y		Yes but I feel I'm more of a Quaker than a Christian		Not important at all		Because you shouldn't be pressured or made to feel you have to become a member to be a Quaker, it's up to the individual		Somewhat important		Because you need to know where where you're roots beliefs and religion started		Somewhat unimportant		Where you live can depend on how active you are in the community.   Also you should be able to choose how much you partake in things.		Yes there were a few the first was a local group in Lancashire area called TGM, the second was JYM and the third was Quaker Youth Pilrimage.		Not currently at the moment		N/A		Getting married, having kids and moving to an area where there's a more Quaker involvement		No				Positive one, because my family are all Quakers and I enjoy being part of that. I've made many friends from all walks or life, I've been brought closer family and I've been able to introduce my boyfriend to Quakerism and I feel that has brought us closer.		No				Rebecca				Yates				littlegoblinssing@hotmail.com				4638		2/25/16 15:26

		35		3		Parents						Yes		No		Moved to the area for work		30				To celebrate a mile stone in my life										Nearly every week		Hardly ever		National events (e.g. Children and Young People’s Programmes at Summer Gatherings, Yearly Meeting Gathering; Junior Yearly Meeting; Quaker Youth Pilgrimage; etc.)		Regional events (e.g. Friends Southern Summer Events, Holiday School, Summer Shindig; JYF; Teenage General Meeting; etc.)		Local Link groups								Informal social groups of Quaker friends and family						Occasionally		As work and social life and sleep patterns allow														Informal social groups of Quaker friends and family						Other (please specify)		Quaker Facebook groups		Yes. It is where i get my moral compass and inspiration from		y		No. I am not evangelical.  I think most people's opinions of a Christian is of an evangelical church goer		Very important		It is a community of which i proudly play my part		Not important at all		Quakers is about experience not paperwork		Somewhat important		It is why I call myself a Quaker				Yfgm.  It kept me in contact with the society during my teenage years when I was out of contact with my local meeting		It was great to have a local community that I knew I had an instant connection with,  which helped me make friends and put down roots more quickly		If I had more time		If I had less time																						4635		2/25/16 14:31

		25		18		Alone				I grew up  going to a Quaker school so already had background knowledge and my mum would go and try and get me too it wasn't until after she died I tried it in order to help me heal		No												No										Never												Attended a Quaker School								Occasionally		Very busy life I go as much as I can		Young Friends General Meeting												Informal social groups of Quaker friends and family										Yes and no I follow the Quaker life style as much as possible but I'm still not exactly sure where my beliefs in God lies.		p		I was Christened into the Church of England church and my family would say this makes me a Christian however my lack of Belief in Christ I would say I'm not. I believe there is something just not sure what and I don't think I really need to know. I don't like the way some people use religion to hate others as a member of the lgbt community I have often felt rejected from joining the church and as my mothers commuted suciide I am made aware of many religions beliefs about suicide and going to hell.		Somewhat important		It's important but in the same way my gender , sexuality , race form who I am		Somewhat important				Somewhat important				Only been to one		N/a		When I moved home I moved to a different Quaker meeting house				No would like to be more		Made me thinking more about spirituality for myself and the possibly that God exsists		Positive helped me find peace with my self and morn my mothers death																		4634		2/25/16 14:08

		28		5		Parents																										Occasionally		Hardly ever		National events (e.g. Children and Young People’s Programmes at Summer Gatherings, Yearly Meeting Gathering; Junior Yearly Meeting; Quaker Youth Pilgrimage; etc.)								Leaveners/Quaker Youth Theatre										Never		Currently unable to find the time to attend. Unsure if it's something I want to attend at present.																								Not currently. Drew away from Quakerism in my early twenties and haven't been drawn back again (yet!)		n		No. I have never been comfortable with identifying as a Christian. I went to a CE aided primary school so felt a lot of it was forced upon me, and am also very aware of the stigma attached to identifying as Christian - "bible badgers, goody two shoes" etc.		Not important at all		I believe Quakerism is not dependent on being labelled as a member.		Somewhat important				Somewhat important		It builds your understanding of Quakerism and allows for shared experiences.		QYT/The Leaveners. I was very involved in QYT projects and have made very good friends through these projects. I was on the committee for QYT and a facilitator too. They allowed me to explore different aspects of being a Quaker and allowed me to discuss things/experiences with other young Quakers who understood Quakerism.



I was also brought up at a Meeting House - my mum was caretaker/warden so we lived at the property. This meant I had much more exposure to Quakers than people who attend once a week or less regularly.		None at present. I am still in contact with several friends I made through QYT but as friends not Quakers.		I moved from Staffordshire to Devon for University, so moved in all respects! I was still involved with QYT at the time but as the projects were often based in Birmingham I couldn't attend as many due to travel and Uni work. I have never attended meeting in Devon in the 10 years I've lived here.		I am already considering going back to Meeting at some point. I'm in a different place in my life where I'm interested in exploring it again.		Not sure		Although I lived at a Meeting House from 4 to 18 years old, the main influence was during my teens.

As already mentioned I have made very good friends through QYT and The Leaveners. I first went to a QYT project aged 12 and regularly went to projects until I was 20. We experienced many things during this time, including relationships and breakups (both mine and my friends!) which taught me a lot about relationships and friendships. We also explored many things in the projects which naturally influenced my thinking, ways of reacting to things etc. 

I was also involved in committees and planning for QYT, and this was excellent experience that I wouldn't have had prior to University. 

Quakerism has also given me the spiritual guidance I've needed sometimes - 'that of good in everyone' and 'holding someone in the light' particularly.		Positive, although there have been very negative experiences too. These were mainly personal relationships rather than due to Quakerism, but I wouldn't have met these people had I not been involved in Quakerism!

I have also lost confidence in The Leaveners since the recent changes in its management and structure.						Issy				Corby				isobel.corby@gmail.com				4615		2/24/16 23:07

		32		17		Quaker friend/acquaintance				I was staying with a Quaker friend and had started going to demonstrations where there were Quakers.		No												No						Yes, but I have moved a lot since I started attending Meeting regularly in 2009.				Hardly ever														Informal social groups of Quaker friends and family						Nearly every week		The community who attends is important to me and I feel better with regular silent worship in my life.														Informal social groups of Quaker friends and family										I do. It's an important part of my identity and a clear way of expressing my values and connecting with people who share them.		y		No, vehemently not. Not having to identify as a Christian but still taking part in worship is an essential part of Quakerism to me.		Somewhat important		I feel a strong connection to my Meeting despite not being a member.		Somewhat important		Those traditions processes and structures are important but they can be unwelcoming to new attenders.		Somewhat important				Westminster Meeting is where I started regularly attending and I still consider it my "home" meeting even though I've been in the US for 2 years.				I definitely don't feel as rooted in the meeting I've been attending while studying in NY. The summer outdoor meeting in lower Manhattan is very special to me though.		I fully intend to seek membership once I settle somewhere more long term after completing my studies.		If I live somewhere that doesn't ever have midweek meetings as well as a Sunday one.		Absolutely a spiritual home, and a way of focusing my thoughts and activities through the Quaker testimonies.		Overwhelmingly positive.																		4609		2/24/16 21:18

		34		6		Parents						No												No								Every week		Every week		National events (e.g. Children and Young People’s Programmes at Summer Gatherings, Yearly Meeting Gathering; Junior Yearly Meeting; Quaker Youth Pilgrimage; etc.)		Regional events (e.g. Friends Southern Summer Events, Holiday School, Summer Shindig; JYF; Teenage General Meeting; etc.)		Local Link groups				Leaveners/Quaker Youth Theatre				Informal social groups of Quaker friends and family						Never		I'm an Anglican now.														Informal social groups of Quaker friends and family						Other (please specify)		Until three months ago I was very involved in Quaker youth work.		No. I think I have a Quaker cultural heritage which is still very much at play within my identity but I wouldn't say that I am a Quaker.		n		Yes, very much so.		Not important at all		It's never been clear to me what the distinction is between a member and an attender.		Somewhat important		I think it can help give you a wider and broader understanding of the faith and community and your place within it. I'm also a great believer in right ordering and I think it's hard to truely understand and appreciate why Quakers are they way they are and to properly enter into fellowship and worship without understanding that.		Very important		It's very hard to be a Quaker on your own.		My local meeting, they were like my family and taught me how to Quaker! Quaker youth events specifically summer school and senior conference for providing me with love, friendship, support, a sense of belonging and a connection with the divine.				I found attending meeting at uni very hard because it was full of old people who were not welcoming.		Not really, my life has moved away from that.				It pretty much shaped my entire life until I was 23. All my friends and family were found there, my parents brought us up under Quaker values, all my social life was there. I still feel the influence of it on me almost every day even though I am no longer involved at all. It gave me a sense of fighting for justice, peace, fairness, equality, simplicity and to not judge people. It also taught me to question authority!		Very positive, my reason for no longer being a Quaker is because spiritually I need sacraments which they cannot provide, not because I have any bad feelings about them.		I worry about the gulf between the young people's programmes and the weekly local meetings. Many young people who are v enthusiastic about summer events never go to meeting - why is this and what can be done about it? I wonder if there should be monthly (weekly?) young people'a meetings for worship held somewhere to give them a sense of belonging. Why don't they go to meeting? Could we make it possible to become a member of senior conference, for example?				Marguerite				Carpenter-Page				margueritepage@yahoo.com				4608		2/24/16 20:37

		23		5		Parents																										Nearly every week		Hardly ever		National events (e.g. Children and Young People’s Programmes at Summer Gatherings, Yearly Meeting Gathering; Junior Yearly Meeting; Quaker Youth Pilgrimage; etc.)												Informal social groups of Quaker friends and family						Hardly ever				Young Friends General Meeting																		Other (please specify)		Have attended QUNO		Yes		y		No		Not important at all				Somewhat important				Somewhat important								Probably not a great deal; although I did start going to YFGM shortly after I left home.																										4595		2/24/16 8:34

		30		0		Parents						Yes		No		Moved there.		25				Karl Gibbs told me to "stop being a fucking idiot" and apply. He was right!										Every week		Nearly every week		National events (e.g. Children and Young People’s Programmes at Summer Gatherings, Yearly Meeting Gathering; Junior Yearly Meeting; Quaker Youth Pilgrimage; etc.)		Regional events (e.g. Friends Southern Summer Events, Holiday School, Summer Shindig; JYF; Teenage General Meeting; etc.)		Local Link groups								Informal social groups of Quaker friends and family						About once a month		Wrong time. I'm asleep/hungover Sunday am.				Local Young Friends group										Informal social groups of Quaker friends and family		Work for a Quaker organization								Yerp. I'm a member. It defines my values and actions.		y		Maybe. I take strength from Jesus but it is not central to my spiritual experience.		Somewhat unimportant		Any discussion about membership must start by acknowledging that our system is pretty broken. So many people who simply ARE QUAKERS, are not in membership. Yet we persist. It is something which we need to get our house in order if we are to grow.		Somewhat important		Quaker processes are very useful, and effective - especially when they are rooted in our Quaker understanding (trustees are rooted in our understanding of charity law instead). 



Yet most Friends do not have a full understanding of them. And they are very complicated. So they cant be that important.		Somewhat important		Worship is important. We worship together. Community gives us strength. 



Yet many people who are Quakers and are young do not attend meetings. So it cant be that important.		FSSE - was the first Quaker community where I felt anchored.		Younger Quaker Worship Group in London - because it is experimental and a genuine community for people around my age.		Not really. There are many Quaker meetings across the country.		More time!		Less time!		Deeply. In every area. Going to leave it there.		Positive. Dont think youll get a lot of negatives.		Be experimental. Look for those who are not there, not at those who are. Everyone who regularly goes to YFMG can be largely ignored - their needs are being met. It is those who dont go who we are failing. 



Let me put it this way - when I did Quaker youth work many meetings would say there was no point getting involved cos they had no teenagers. The meetings who had teenagers would get involved without hesitation. I told them both that the opposite should be the case - where there are teenagers things are going well, where there arent things are failing and they are the ones who need to build a spiritual home for their teenagers. 



The same applies to younger Friends. You wont get a lot of responses from those who have drifted off. They have drifted off because we do not provide spiritual communities that meet their needs. 



Its a bit like the Quaker committees that want more people who arent retired, but meet in the day time in the week. The committee needs to change how it works in order to get non-retired members. We need to change when, (maybe where) and how we meet if we want to be relevant to younger Friends. 



And we can do it. The Younger Friends Worship Group in London meets on Sunday evenings, a much better time. They worship in a continually changing fashion. They try new things. Its not rocket science, its willingness, as our Quaker testimony endorses, reinventing ourselves and being willing to abandon our traditions that no longer serve.				Sam				Walton				samw@quaker.org.uk				4575		2/23/16 16:16

		23		0		Parents						No												No								Nearly every week		Nearly every week		National events (e.g. Children and Young People’s Programmes at Summer Gatherings, Yearly Meeting Gathering; Junior Yearly Meeting; Quaker Youth Pilgrimage; etc.)		Regional events (e.g. Friends Southern Summer Events, Holiday School, Summer Shindig; JYF; Teenage General Meeting; etc.)		Local Link groups														Hardly ever		I went to a small local meeting where everyone knew each other. When I moved to university I didn't feel part of the meeting in the way I had. Probably just because I was new. Since, there was so much different in my life and I was pretty lazy on Sunday morning after about 6 months I just lost any real desire to go to meeting. There were also basically no people my age. Fewer even than in my meeting in Wales. I think without the people who were a significantly different age to me having known me since childhood it felt strange to be a part of their community when no-one was my age.																								I sometimes identify as quaker when I am speaking but I don't feel sufficiently engaged in Quakerism at the moment for that to be completely true. I often say I was brought up Quaker.		p		It really depends what I am trying to communicate. I feel that my morals and ethics are heavily influenced by being brought up as a Quaker and to some extent by broader Christian values. I do think of Quakerism as a type of Christianity but sometimes I find the label unhelpful.		Somewhat unimportant		I think that regular attendance and engagement with the quaker community is what makes someone a Quaker and in my experience this is not highly correlated with membership. I think it can be a useful and helpful process for people. I think my mum's membership helps anchor her to the community.		Somewhat important		I think that they can be a powerful motivation to action which I think is an important part of being a Quaker. I think they also help differentiate Quakerism from other similar groupls.		Very important		I think I feel this about everything. I don't really believe that someone is something unless they integrate that into their life on some level. I think silent worship etc are essentially group activities.		I felt that my area meeting (southern marches) summer camp made a big difference to who I am.				I think that moving away from my family made a big difference. I feel that without having close relatives of different ages and nobody of my own age in a meeting I find it quite hard to integrate myself into the community. I found the meeting in my university town much more 'cerebral' which was slightly alienating/intimidating.		At the moment my boyfriend has never been religious and thinks its slightly silly so its a slight barrier to me going though he wouldn't in any way stop me. I think if I were to move again I might go back to meeting and if I felt I fitted in more there then I would be more likely to stay. I spent a summer working in Lancaster and attended meeting reasonably regularly there even though I wouldn't at home.		I think the longer I spend not engaged with quakerism the less I feel its importance.		I think that quakerism has had a profound impact on my values and ethics. In particular a sense that it is insufficient just to believe something but that I should act on that belief and make it part of my life.		Positive.		I've been to YFGM once and I quite enjoyed it but I found it rather exhausting. I lead a very busy life and am not terribly energetic. Since, I don't really know people at YFGM very well it often seems like a lot of effort to go halfway across the country and sleep on the floor. I think it might be nice, though probably not really possible, if there were other meetings for young friends which were a bit less intense.				Jo				Evans				jahsnave@gmail.com				4516		2/22/16 12:35

		26		0		Parents						No												No						Yes - I once felt (over several months) very into being part of a meeting and felt a strong Quaker identity.		Nearly every week		Nearly every week		National events (e.g. Children and Young People’s Programmes at Summer Gatherings, Yearly Meeting Gathering; Junior Yearly Meeting; Quaker Youth Pilgrimage; etc.)				Local Link groups				Leaveners/Quaker Youth Theatre				Informal social groups of Quaker friends and family						About once a month		I don't feel that led to going, but I'm also out of the habit (I think sentiments are self-reinforcing). I'm going more regularly than I was half a year ago, thanks for the Younger Quaker Worship Group in London on Sunday evenings.														Informal social groups of Quaker friends and family										Yes. I think because I've been to so many Meetings for Worship, have grown up with Quakers, work with (and have worked for) Quakers, and some of my family and closest friends are Quakers, and because my worldview and the way I try to live my life is hugely influenced by my experience of Quakerism and Quakers, that even when I'm not going to meeting much, or feeling that 'Quaker-y', I still identify as a Quaker.		p		No. I don't hold Christian beliefs, and I like that Quakerism today doesn't require you to be a Christian - it is much broader than that.		Somewhat unimportant		I can see that membership is an indicator of the strength of the community, but so many people want something more flexible, and in my experience often very committed Quakers are not members, and vice-versa.		Somewhat important				Somewhat important		If you have no connection to a Quaker community, it's difficult to sustain a Quaker identity, because communal worship and work is at the heart of Quakerism. But as the questions above rightly indicate, a Quaker community could just be friends and family who are Quaker, rather than formal Meetings etc.		My local meeting, and JYM.		My group of Quaker friends in London, and the Quakers I campaign with on various issues (but particularly on challenging militarisation).		Not having a fixed meeting since 2008 (apart from when returning to my family home in holidays etc) made me feel less Quaker, I think.		Yes - if I became more involved with a local meeting.		Probably not.		See above. It's been very influential!		Positive - so many great people, experiences, and influences.		Not right now. Maybe focus groups/sessions at young Quaker events (including the Younger Quaker Worship Group London evenings) would help with this.				Owen				Everett				owen_everett@hotmail.co.uk				4499		2/21/16 16:34

		29		6		Parents						No												No						Yes often. I have asked about this in meetings, but it was suggested that it would be best to become a member once I was settled in one place and was able to get properly involved with one meeting. I have moved often over the past ten years and thought this was good advice. 



I will definitely join one day.		Occasionally		About once a month												Attended a Quaker School								About once a month		I attended weekly whilst at Quaker school. When I left I didn't attend for a year, but really missed the peace and the community so started attending regularly (most weeks) whilst at university.



I spent a year in Germany where meetings were tiny and distant, so didn't attend often.



When I left university I moved towns at least ever six months, so attended roughly monthly but found it hard to strongly engage in such a short time.



In my 20s I spent a lot of time in London and attended when work/ weekend commitments allowed. I attended much more regularly when meetings were available during the week and not only on Sundays.



I now live in Australia and attend meeting when shift patterns allow.																								Yes. I am not a member, but identify very strongly with the Quakers. I'm very proud of Quaker history and Quaker actions around the world in social justice and peace processes. I went to Quaker school, have Quaker parents and have attended meetings fairly regularly.



Wherever I have travelled I've found a the Quakers to be a community I feel I belong to and empathise with.		y		Vaguely but I find this a difficult idea. I am an athiest but love the message of the bible and the core values of Christianity that Quakerism keeps bringing me back to.



However Christianity has become strongly tied in my head with ideas of division, persecution (especially in LGBT issues) and corruption. 



I have called myself a Quaker, but not a Christian, even though I relate to the Christian community.		Somewhat unimportant		To me Quakerism is about actions not about formality. I think attending meeting and living according to Quaker principles is much more important.		Somewhat important		Because it is a way of bring Quaker principles into the practice. It sets a good example and helps create a community.		Somewhat important		Again, I think living life according to Quaker principles is more important.		Attended Quaker school - this taught me there is more to life than earning money, and gave me a moral compass and interest in the world.

Went on a QUNO summer school which pushed me towards politics and gave me a better understanding of power structure and the alternatives.

Attended one YFGM 

Attended various meetings. I particularly gained support from one meeting during my university years.		I have less involvement now with Quakers than previously. In part because the community in Australia is smaller, but also due to time commitments.		Quaker meeting has always offered some form of stability and support when moving. I think moving often probably increased my involvement.		Having more time! Living closer to meeting would also definitely help. I would like to become a member one day.		Moving away from big cities in Australia means that there is no meeting.		I think Quakerism has influenced my life enormously. Probably particularly in terms of career which has been in the charity sector/ politics. I am also pretty involved in activism in my spare time. Quakersim has taught me to care too much and has made me poor! But it has also made me realise that is a good thing.



It has given me a steady purpose and life philosophy which has been extremely valuable.		Largelyenormously positive. I think the only negative thing has been the large age gap between myself and other members of meeting which has made making close connections a little difficult.		I think branching away from Sunday morning meetings would help enormously with the lack of young members. Young Quakers are likely to be very active at work and in their communities/ activist groups, so weekends are often busy. Post-work weekday meetings would be great. 



More online outreach may also help. Perhaps moving to more online activism. 



Finally, I think Young Friends want to live out Quaker principles in active ways, so any programmes, debates, talks, films etc may encourage young people to get more engaged.																4484		2/20/16 2:41

		20		18		Alone				I was curious to know what it would be like.		No												No						Yes, but then I moved house and didn't feel at home with my new local meeting. I've now joined the Church of England instead.				Never																				Never		No longer a Quaker.				Local Young Friends group																				No, I do not. I consider myself an Anglo-Catholic with Quaker sympathies. Whilst I adore silent worship and a lot of Quaker ideals and writings speak strongly to me, I felt that I missed structured tradition (e.g. liturgy and the liturgical calendar), symbolism, and theological debate too much. I also felt that Quakerism wasn't Christian enough for me and that it wasn't challenging me to think about difficult or complex theological matters.		n		Yes, I currently self-identify as a Christian.		Not important at all		If I were still a Quaker, I would consider myself a Quaker regardless of if I was a member of my local meeting. Religious identity should be predicated on beliefs rather than attendance with a local group, especially if the local group is not a comfortable fit.		Somewhat important		Understanding of the structure and traditions can offer a more nuanced grasp of belief, making it clearer why certain conclusions have been come to and reminding you that you are part of something so much bigger than yourself.		Somewhat unimportant		Whilst ideally a Quaker identity should be bound up in community, as ideally any religious identity should be, if the local group is not one that suits the individual then it would be more harmful to force it.		The Salisbury meeting was the first meeting I ever went to, and I miss them all dearly as they were a wonderful and friendly group of people. They encouraged me to read and learn and discuss, and in general I credit that meeting with my return to faith in general.		No, none.		When I moved away to university, I had to leave my local meeting and that definitely damaged my relationship with Quakerism. I tried out both local meetings (the larger and the smaller) and neither really felt right to me. As a result, I looked outside of Quakerism, completely re-evaluated my religious beliefs and needs, and ended up jumping ship to the Church of England. I am no longer involved in Quakerism in general, although I have connections and friendships with my local Young Friends group.		Quite possibly, yes. However, as long as I live where I do now (which is for the foreseeable future), I'm happier with my church than I am with the local meeting. I think it would also be necessary for Quakerism to become more explicitly Christian in some ways, which I recognise is somewhat paradoxical as one of the things I appreciate most about Quakerism is the interfaith openness it has.		N/A		My involvement with Quakerism has probably been one of the single most influential experiences in my life. It brought me back to faith and God; it challenged me to turn my thoughts towards simplicity, truth, and kindness; it nurtured within me a deep appreciation for natural beauty and silence; it helped me to find a deep inner stillness which is a source of calm in turbulent times. It's caused me to closely examine my beliefs about theology, peace and pacifism, human nature, our place in the world, and what it means to live a good life.		Overall very positive from a spiritual perspective, but lacking in certain key areas and ideologically not necessarily fitting with my own beliefs upon close examination.		As a general rule most areas of Christianity are losing young people, so I'm not sure what the best suggestion would be. The denominations that are growing in size and popularity tend to be very evangelical and tightly-knit, with the social life of members being predominantly church-based, but I doubt that would translate well to Quakerism. More publicity might be useful, such as online, as many people I met simply didn't even know Quakers still existed and were very curious to learn more.				Alistair				Boulter				boulter.al@gmail.com				4463		2/19/16 12:01

		25		1		Parents						No												No								Nearly every week		About once a month		National events (e.g. Children and Young People’s Programmes at Summer Gatherings, Yearly Meeting Gathering; Junior Yearly Meeting; Quaker Youth Pilgrimage; etc.)		Regional events (e.g. Friends Southern Summer Events, Holiday School, Summer Shindig; JYF; Teenage General Meeting; etc.)		Local Link groups								Informal social groups of Quaker friends and family						Occasionally										Volunteering at Quaker events (local, regional and national)						Informal social groups of Quaker friends and family																Somewhat unimportant				Somewhat important				Somewhat important																																		4462		2/19/16 11:36

		23		0		Parents						No												No						Yes, briefly, but I'm not particularly attached to my Local Meeting, and wasn't sure what difference being a Member would make to my experience of being a Quaker.		Nearly every week		Hardly ever		National events (e.g. Children and Young People’s Programmes at Summer Gatherings, Yearly Meeting Gathering; Junior Yearly Meeting; Quaker Youth Pilgrimage; etc.)		Regional events (e.g. Friends Southern Summer Events, Holiday School, Summer Shindig; JYF; Teenage General Meeting; etc.)		Local Link groups				Leaveners/Quaker Youth Theatre										Never		I don't really like the idea of attending the Meeting I grew up with, or my parent's current local meeting, as both are very small and full of people I haven't seen since I was about 14, they also feel quite distant and different from what I'd consider my most significant Quaker experiences at national and regional events for Young People, or as a volunteer at these events. I attended my Local meeting about twice whilst away at university, and once whilst studying abroad, and whilst these were all positive experiences, attending, or not, was more based on convenience. More recently I have been a little doubtful of whether I am actually still a Quaker, which has also contributed to me not engaging with Meeting for Worship.								Volunteering at Quaker events (local, regional and national)						Informal social groups of Quaker friends and family										Yes, but only just. Quakerism has grounded my spirituality and has shaped my outlook more generally, but this has formed more of a background feeling than a current active part of my life.		y		No. I think Christianity does contains some valuable lessons and insights but I don't believe in Jesus as the son of God, or in God.		Somewhat unimportant		I haven't read or heard much about membership generally, so very superficially I can't see what it would add to an individual's engagement with Quakerism.		Somewhat important		I think that without these traditions there would be a lot less uniting/holding together a group with very diverse beliefs, so they contribute to a shared identity as Quakers.		Somewhat unimportant				Junior Yearly Meeting provided the best space for me for genuinely engaging with what it means to be a Quaker because of the well balanced opportunities for discussion, hearing speakers, exploring Quaker processes, and worship. I found this to be the case both as a participant and as an arrangements committee member.				Whilst at university I attended meeting only a couple of times, but I found that I feel more like a Quaker and get more out of MfW when I go to a Meeting that is completely new to me.		Being near to a large and active Meeting, outside of my home town. Being involved at more Quaker events in a voluntary capacity might be a good way into re-engaging with Quakerism more generally.				Quakerism has grounded my spiritual life, forming the start point for my engagement with any beliefs and religious ideas. My outlook more generally has been shaped in part by my Quakerism, in terms of my beliefs and political leanings, and what I believe to be right and wrong. I have also established some great friendships, and networks of friends all over the UK, people that I have shared experiences with, who I don't have to see often to remain close to.		Overall my experience with Quakerism has been massively positive, and has contributed in positive ways to my life and identity.						Jethro				Jeorrett				jethro1202@hotmail.co.uk				4461		2/19/16 11:12

		18		0		Parents						Yes		Yes				16				Felt moved to do so.										Hardly ever		About once a month		National events (e.g. Children and Young People’s Programmes at Summer Gatherings, Yearly Meeting Gathering; Junior Yearly Meeting; Quaker Youth Pilgrimage; etc.)		Regional events (e.g. Friends Southern Summer Events, Holiday School, Summer Shindig; JYF; Teenage General Meeting; etc.)																Occasionally		Distance from meeting.				Local Young Friends group						Britain Yearly Meeting events/groups														Yes. Because my personal view align strongly with the testimonies.		y		No. I don't feel a Christian label is necessary to learn from Christ's teachings.		Somewhat important		It allows strongly convicted people to express their calling through a recognised and official process.		Somewhat important		Because Quaker process helps us work together as Quakers. Not so much for our personal journey.		Very important		It helps a person explore their belief with their peers. This is incredibly beneficial.		Friend's Southern Summer Events and Junior Yearly Meeting.		No.				Complete independence from home.				It has allowed me to find who I am as a person and thus made me far more confident. It has also allowed me to make a great many friends		Incredibly positive.						Will				Essex				williamessex97@gmail.com				4460		2/19/16 1:25

		22		10		Grandparents						No												Yes		Got no idea if I ever was a member or not		Yes				Never		Never				Regional events (e.g. Friends Southern Summer Events, Holiday School, Summer Shindig; JYF; Teenage General Meeting; etc.)																Hardly ever		busy, don't know other people who go																								No,

When asked, I always say my mum is a Quaker and I like Quakerism and support it, but not quite one myself (maybe even not one yet!)

I don't feel the need personnally to identify with a religion even though I like religion		n		no, 

don't 'believe' in the bible- quakerism is nearer to me than christianity		Somewhat unimportant		you don't have to be a member to call yourself a quaker		Somewhat important				Somewhat important				JYM when I went (2013 I think) - first time i realised quakers weren't all god believing and christian				got more invovled		settling down		not in my area		got to go to QUNO summer school

some of my good friends are quakers- only realised that later on in our friendship but we joke and say that's why we're such nice peopl		positive, nice people are quakers																		4459		2/19/16 0:25

		19		5		Other (please elaborate below)		School		I attended a Quaker school		No												No						I think that Quakerism allows that you don't necessarily have to be a member of a meeting in order to involve yourself and engage in meetings and events. Also i move around the country a lot as i go to university.		Occasionally		Nearly every week												Attended a Quaker School								Occasionally		no						University society								Informal social groups of Quaker friends and family										Yes. I have always been fond of Quaker values and they have always given me solace and aid in times of need. They've helped me be a kinder, open-minded individual and i've always connected with a lot of the core ethics and history of Quakerism		y		no. I feel that my lack of belief in God and disagreement with a lot of Christianity means that i don't want to identify as Christian. Quakerism encapsulates everything i would ever want out of a religion for me.		Somewhat unimportant		i think the values of quakerism mean that you don't have to feel as if you are a member or not a member, you can choose when to engage		Very important		The real essence of being Quaker is key to being identified as such. thus it's great to know what being a quaker encapsulates.		Somewhat unimportant				My primary and secondary schools were both Quaker. Also, the Friends whom i went on Pilgrimage with in 2014.		My old secondary school		Now that i'm at university it is harder to engage with Quakerism as i find that the quaker society of my university is comprised of quite a small, tight-knit group of people quite a lot older than myself. Too when i was at school, we were taken by school to attend our local meeting. and we had meetings most days at school which i don't get anymore.		not sure.		definitely not.		Quaker values have always been a huge part of who i want to be in life, which of course involves how i interact with friendships and relationships. Being a quaker i think increases my quality of life, i think i'm very open minded and kind and can appreciate the simplicity of life and when to be reflective and calm.		Positive! The Quaker pilgrimage i went on in 2014 with my school as a small group was life-changing for me, i can't begin to put into words why or how.		not sure!!				Helena				Anderson				s1513970@ed.ac.uk				4456		2/18/16 22:30

		21		19		Alone				I had heard about it from my dad and wanted to see if it suited me		No												No						No																								Occasionally		I only get to see my boyfriend on weekends so can't attend meeting (which is on a Sunday morning) as often as I would like.				Local Young Friends group																				I don't attend meetings often enough to really think of myself as a Quaker although it is probably the religious/spiritual alignment I feel closest to (if I had to put a label on myself!).		u		I do but I don't attend church, read the bible or pray in the traditional sense very often. I do feel that I can most easily describe my faith using Christian language and do not feel associated with any other religion.		Somewhat unimportant				Somewhat unimportant		I think that it is helpful to know more about the community you want to be a part of which will help you know whether it is right for you.  Having said that, I feel I can be a part of the wider Quaker community while leaving the complicated structure and traditions to other members who find them more important and necessary.		Somewhat important		I think it can definitely help to grow and explore your faith		I was part of a 'Becoming Friends' group which was very important to me and my experience of Quakerism		My local young friends group, although we don't meet very often, is a place where I can be with others who are not afraid to have a faith that is personal to them which is very refreshing and supportive.				If I was to be in a relationship with another Quaker or if I joined a meeting when I was older and had children- I would consider letting them experience a Quaker upbringing		There are a lot of politics (usually between fussy older people!) which I think is very off putting to young people.  If this was to rear its head again at my meeting I would be much less inclined to go.		I have built friendships and developed my spirituality		Overall I would say it is positive- I have only had a few negative experiences.						Catherine				Leggett				catherineleggett@hotmail.co.uk				4455		2/18/16 22:30

		18		13		Parents						No												No						Yes, as it makes you officially part of the meeting		Occasionally		About once a month		National events (e.g. Children and Young People’s Programmes at Summer Gatherings, Yearly Meeting Gathering; Junior Yearly Meeting; Quaker Youth Pilgrimage; etc.)		Regional events (e.g. Friends Southern Summer Events, Holiday School, Summer Shindig; JYF; Teenage General Meeting; etc.)																Hardly ever		Difficult to find time- then got out of the habit		Young Friends General Meeting								Britain Yearly Meeting events/groups														Yes- best explains my beliefs and its NIce to identify with a belief it gives stability and sense of security		y		No- I disagree with too much of what most Christians believe- so doesn't describe what I believe		Not important at all		You can have a sense of being a Quaker and community without membership		Somewhat important		Understabding out history and tradition to bettee understand present day quakerism.		Somewhat important																																		4454		2/18/16 22:20

		20		9		Parents						Yes		No		I went to a Quaker Meeting a few times when I was nine/ten ish, but my parents didn't enjoy the style of worship so stopped going. It wasn't until I came to University that I decided to come to the meeting I'm now a member of! 



I'd joined the Christian Union at my University but didn't like the attitude they took towards many of the issues concerning me. After Church-searching for nearly six months, I bit the bullet and decided to go back to a Quaker meeting. I've been thre ever since!		19				I wanted to go to the Young Quaker meetings!										Hardly ever		Never																				Nearly every week		I'm a student so I sometimes go home to see my parents, but I attend as often as I can!				Local Young Friends group																				If someone asked for my religious persuasion I would identify as a Quaker Christian, because if you say "Quaker" people generally don't know whether that makes you a Christian or not. If it comes up in conversation, I will openly identify as a Quaker but I wouldn't go out of my way to bring it up!		y		Up until a few months ago I would identify as a Quaker Christian. However, recently I have been struggling with questions surrounding the divinity of Jesus, so I would be hesitant to identify exclusively as a Christian.		Not important at all		I don't think being in membership is important at all. Quaker spirituality is such a personal thing; membership does not affect how you feel, and what you personally identify as.		Somewhat important		I think it's a good idea to know what Quakerism involves!		Somewhat important		I think being part of a Quaker community means it's easier to practice your faith in daily life.				The more I attend my local meeting, the more secure I feel in my Quaker identity.		I only returned to Quakerism after moving to University, so I suppose it impacted my involvment in a positive way!		If more groups were opened, I would definitely join in!				I think identifying as a Quaker has massively shaped the way people perceive me, and it's sparked many conversations.  Furthermore, when I told the University Christian Union that I was a Quaker, I was essentially told that it wasn't possible to be Christian and Quaker, and encouraged not to attend any more.		Positive!		We need more opportunities to get in touch with other Quakers in our local area. There should be more local young Quaker meetings?				Emilia				Symington				emiliasymington@gmail.com				4453		2/18/16 21:17

		29		5		Parents						No												No						Yes, but the issue is that I do shift-work, so it is really difficult for me to attend weekend meetings. I have also lived in London for 11 years and have moved around and travelled a lot, so it is hard to commit to one place/ meeting.		Occasionally		Hardly ever														Informal social groups of Quaker friends and family						Hardly ever		Due to my shift work, but as my family are Quakers I am constantly in touch with what is going on in the Quaker community. Particularly my Great Aunt Brenda Bailey (wife of late Sydney Bailey).														Informal social groups of Quaker friends and family										Yes. If I was practising a religion it would be Quakerism. I am a pacifist, which has directly come from my experiences with Quakerism and I hold Quakers in the highest regard because of the positive work done by the local and greater community.		y		Not specifically, as I think that Quakers can choose how much Christ can be part of their life (or not). I believe that Christ was an exceptional human being, but Christianity does not define my belief in spirituality. I went to Catholic schools but I did not identify with the religion in the same way that I do with Quakerism.		Somewhat important		I think it shows commitment but is not essential as it is not always possible to belong to a particular meeting. You can still be an active Quaker without having to attend a meeting by taking part in community activities, promoting your views and keeping up to date with the events and processes going on in the wider Quaker community.		Very important		I think that knowing these things is integral to a Quaker identity because the work of those before us has made so many positive changes around the world. Quakers have established themselves and gained a lot of respect and we need to maintain that so that they can have a voice.		Somewhat important		I think it's important but not essential. Often living in a city is quite isolating, but we have to continue to bring about peaceful change whether we are surrounded by like-minded people or not.		The QUNO Summer School (2010). My Quaker family.		I am still in contact with the above group.		It has affected me because i am not surrounded by the community any more or able to attend meeting. But as I visit my Quaker Aunt regularly and receive all of the newsletters, etc I do not feel out of touch.		Perhaps. I have applied for jobs at Friends house and at the offices in Geneva because both Quakerism and travelling has led me to a career in International Development. I think if I moved somewhere with a meeting house nearby I would attend more. For now I will keep working and staying in touch.		No.		Being around Quakers has promoted a peaceful attitude in me, and I have been practising meditation for some time, which has changed my life entirely and improved the quality of it. Quakerism influenced my pacifism, the QUNO Summer School encouraged my passion for international development.		POSITIVE!		Let me think about it...				Lizzie				Danford				lizziedanford@hotmail.com				4450		2/18/16 21:04

		28		18		Parents						Yes		No		I am a Member of Oxford Local Meeting, which is part of Oxford and Swindon Area Meeting		24				This is what I wrote for my application for membership:



I would like to apply to become a Member of the Religious Society of Friends (Quakers) in Britain.

 

I started attending Meeting at Golders Green in 2006, after I had left school before going to university. I "found" Quakers, very appropriately for me, through novels. My favourite novelist - Iris Murdoch - mentions Quakers in almost all her books. In one of them - The Philosopher's Pupil - she describes a Quaker Meeting. I was intrigued, so I asked whether my dad wanted to come with me one Sunday morning. My first Meeting was nothing short of incredible: I felt "uplifted" for the rest of the week. I went back the next Sunday.

 

I continued to attend Golders Green Meeting irregularly because of work and travel during my gap year. When I went to university (Kent at Canterbury) I attended Meeting regularly there.

 

However, it is only really since moving to Oxford in November 2009 that I have been able to become a regular attender at Meeting on Sundays as well as becoming involved with Young Friends locally and YFGM nationally.

 

So, why do I want to become a Member?

 

I could say it is because I want to show my commitment to the Society, because I want to solidify my involvement in the community or simply because it seems the "proper" thing to do, particularly as I am gradually taking on more roles: 'Forty-Three' Editor and Trustee of The Friend.

 

These are all true, but to me these seem like superficial or add-on extra reasons. I believe the true heartfelt reason I want to join the Religious Society of Friends in Britain is because I feel this desire in my very being. I feel called to become a Member because I believe that I strive to live my life by what I understand Quakerism to stand for. I want to show myself and 'the world' that I truly believe "there is that of God in everyone."												Never																				About once a month		Often working or away at weekends. Too tired when I do have a day off.		Young Friends General Meeting										Through Woodbrooke programmes		Informal social groups of Quaker friends and family										Yes - it seems the best fit to how I do or strive to live.		y		Yes - I was brought up Catholic, and although I feel very uncomfortable about some aspects of this tradition, this is what I was used to for a long time.		Somewhat important		I view membership as a commitment on both sides. The individual committing to being part of their Quaker community, supporting it and those that are part of it. The Quaker Meeting/Community is then equally responsible for the individual. I view membership a bit like the commitment of marriage.		Very important		The Quaker Business Method, when done properly, is an incredible tool for spiritual nourishment, change and stability. It has evolved somewhat over time, but can be a real force for good.		Very important		I think being active, in whatever way you can, in your Quaker community is very important. It should not be a burden or guilt inducing. I try to live by the maxim of "being willing and able" to take on a job or role within the community. Or, "do what you can, where you are, with what you've got." This will change over time, but always bear in mind the Advice and Query "to live adventurously!"		I only discovered Quakerism as an adult - 18 years old.		YFGM and Oxford Local Meeting - I have been going since 2010.		One of the main reasons on moving to Oxford was because I knew there was a large, active Quaker community there.		Perhaps going part time at work - if this would be at all possible financially! Or else becoming more involved with Quakerism and mental health.		Hope not!		I couldn't really begin to answer this question via a questionnaire! It would take much to long, and is quite personal.		Mixed - just as life is mixed. Nothing is ever all black or all white. Grey exists in the world.		I would really like there to be a real emphasis on Young ADULT Friends, as opposed to just Young People and Children.				Becky				Riddell				bexriddell@gmail.com				4449		2/18/16 20:08

		27		20		Other (please elaborate below)		Non-Quaker friend going for her first time		I researched online and wanted to find a tolerant spiritual community.		Yes		No		I attended Nottingham meeting as I lived nearby and applied for membership through Nottingham local meeting (part of Notts and Derby Area Meeting).		23				I felt that Quakers were my spiritual home and that I could grow within the community, even if my religious beliefs fluctuated. I agree with the core values of Quakerism.																																About once a month		I would ideally like to go more often but as I work full-time I'm usually catching up on sleep at the weekends.



However I'm a part of many Quaker groups (YFGM, a young Friends local group of which I am convenor) and on several committees so I feel like I spend a lot of time taking part in Quaker activities.		Young Friends General Meeting		Local Young Friends group								Through Woodbrooke programmes		Informal social groups of Quaker friends and family										Yes. Being Quaker shapes my values and beliefs. A lot of my friends are Quaker. I serve on many committees and love Quaker worship.		y		No. I value Christianity and what we can learn from it, as I do from other faiths and traditions. I have self-identified as Christian in the past and may do again in the future.		Somewhat unimportant		All people have "that of God" within them, thus are equal - members or not. It's personally important to me but I equally understand Quakers who don't want to become members.		Somewhat important		As we're all equal, we serve in our Quaker meetings/communities in different ways. It makes sense to understand how all of this works.		Somewhat important		I think it makes sense to be an active member of any group/community that is important to you. However people's lives change and get busier/quieter, so it's important to feel part of the Quaker community even at times you can't be "active".		Young Friends General Meeting is hugely influential for me, and a worship sharing epilogue on the theme of joy was an occasion there when I decided to become a member. I also love the community.		Both Young Friends General Meeting and Nottingham local meeting sustain my Quaker faith.		I have been active in Middlebury local meeting (in Vermont USA) and later Nottingham local meeting. Both communities made me feel welcome which is why I've kept going.



When visiting my parents in Hertfordshire, I visited Welwyn Garden City meeting. I wasn't made to feel very welcome (I was left after meeting on my own whilst they had business meeting) so I've not gone back.		I'm already very involved with Quakerism, so I couldn't be any more so!		Yes - when I am "too old" for Young Friends General Meeting I will have far fewer Quaker responsibilities. I'm worried about this time of transition.		Quakerism has influenced me in many ways. I take my commitment to the belief of "that of God" in everyone very seriously, and this has led me to donate to charity regularly as well as fund-raise. My commitment to peace and sustainability were also the guiding forces for me becoming vegan. I find that I forgive people more quickly and easier now that I'm Quaker. It's changed my social life as I regularly go away for residential Quaker weekends and spend time at my local meeting.		Very positive, although I'm concerned at the lack of diversity in Friends (class, age, ethnicity etc).		I feel very strongly that it needs to do more...but not certain how! I feel it fits within the wider concerns about outreach for the Society.				Abigail				Rowse				abigail.rowse@gmail.com				4446		2/18/16 16:50

		18		7		Grandparents						No												No						Yes, I feel I am a Quaker and would like to be a member but I think the process of becoming one goes against a lot of our values		Nearly every week		Hardly ever		National events (e.g. Children and Young People’s Programmes at Summer Gatherings, Yearly Meeting Gathering; Junior Yearly Meeting; Quaker Youth Pilgrimage; etc.)		Regional events (e.g. Friends Southern Summer Events, Holiday School, Summer Shindig; JYF; Teenage General Meeting; etc.)										Informal social groups of Quaker friends and family						Never		My local meeting is an hours bus journey from my house. I also feel I would be very out of place there; last time I went I was the only young person and nobody tried to engage with me.								Volunteering at Quaker events (local, regional and national)																Yes, I try to uphold the Quaker values in my everyday life. I think whether you worship or not if you incorporate the values into the way you live you're a Quaker.		y		No I do not. I understand that Quakerism is a branch of Christianity but i feel they are very different. I have never been to church and I don't believe in God or Jesus.		Not important at all		Labels are unimportant		Somewhat important				Not important at all				I helped run JYF for a few years and it was one of the biggest learning experiences of my life, not only did it teach me about my religion but also about friendship and acceptance, amongst many other things. I also attended senior conference which really shaped who I am today, especially who I am as a Quaker, it's the most spiritual place I've been to and I wouldn't be me without it.						If I moved closer to a meeting house I would definitely attend more.				I met my best friend through Quakerism at the age of seven, we're now planning on getting a flat together and traveling the world. I've made so many incredible friends through Quakerism, in fact I only have a handful of friends that aren't Quakers.		The most positive experience of my life, if I hadn't met my Quaker friends I honestly don't think I'd be alive today.		I feel like we need to be welcomed into meetings more and reached out to on social media about events and opportunities.																4445		2/18/16 16:20

		24		4		Parents						No												No						No - don't feel a need at the moment to be an 'official' member, as my engagement with Quakerism tends to come and go. Also not sure I agree with the concept of 'members' and 'attenders' - not sure I agree that a community needs to be split like that, or that we need to require an official commitment from people. 



I'm also yet to settle long-term in a place, so don't feel an attachment to a particular meeting.		Occasionally		Never																Other (please elaborate below)		Regional Quaker camp every summer until I was about 12.		About once a month		I have been a very occasional attender at two different meetings since I was 21. 



I have only started attending regularly since the Young Quaker Worship Group was set up in London. It works really well for me because there are people my own age (unlike any other Quaker meeting I've been to as a young adult!). And members of the group take it in turn to facilitate sessions, so there's more space for exploring Quakerism and other issues together. I feel I learn a lot from what other people bring to the meeting, which can be difficult when meetings are totally un-programmed. 



Even though I really like the stillness of worship, when you're still trying to explore Quaker faith, it can feel quite unsatisfying to just sit in silence when you go to meeting.														Informal social groups of Quaker friends and family		Work for a Quaker organization								Yes. I feel like the group of young Quakers in London provides a sense of community for me. One of the main ways I have become more involved with Quakerism is through activism, and most of the activism I've done has been in Quaker/partly Quaker groups.



Being part of the UK peaceworker/QUNO + QCEA programme assistant community has kept me involved in Quakerism.		y		No. I don't feel clear on what I believe about God or religion - I see Quakerism as a spiritual faith or 'way of life'. I don't really see Quakerism as particularly strongly connected to Christianity - no more or less than any other kind of faith/spirituality. 



Meetings I've been to very rarely speak about Christianity/a Christian faith, and I've never been involved in any exploration of where there are similarities or differences.		Not important at all		As above - I don't really believe we need to separate people into attenders and members. My experience is that I feel more and less like a Quaker at different times. I don't feel I need to make a formal commitment to being a 'proper' Quaker to be part of the Quaker community. I strongly disagree with the idea that members are somehow 'wiser' or 'more weighty' than attenders.		Somewhat important		Quaker processes, structures and traditions inform the way we organise ourselves as a Quaker community - e.g. the importance of silence and circles, the idea that everyone's equal and no one brings more 'godliness' than another person, the ideas behind Quaker decision making etc.



However, I don't think we should be tied to these structures and processes as Quakers. I think we should hold on to their intention, but not be afraid of adapting them to make them work for our community. Otherwise, the community is in service to the process, rather than the other way around.



I think people can feel intimidated/wary about taking leadership roles in a Quaker community because they don't want to follow process line-by-line.		Somewhat important		Much of my Quaker identity comes from the fact that many of my friends and activist groups are Quaker. But we don't necessarily label ourselves as a 'Quaker community'. However, it's hard to feel like a Quaker if you don't have any contact with/aren't surrounded by Quakers in some way.		Being part of a group of peaceworkers/programme assistants for a year had a big influence on my Quaker identity. Mostly because of the strong link with activism/faith in action.



Being part of activist groups in London that are loosely Quaker also important. And Young Quaker Worship Group is helping me to feel more connected to the spiritual/worship side.



I wasn't part of any young Quaker groups when growing up. I didn't feel any connection with Quakers or my local Quaker meeting when I was a teenager, so wasn't interested at the time! Probably more to do with me than the meeting, although it didn't help that everyone stopped going when they became a teenager!		Young Quaker Worship Group in London - as above!		I've become much more involved in Quakerism since leaving home as I've started working for Quakers and become part of Quaker activist groups.		Maybe being more involved with a formal meeting when I'm older and am more settled. But not sure!		If I became involved with a formal meeting, I can imagine becoming frustrated with the focus there sometimes is on getting process and structures exactly right.		Definitely made me more of an activist and has provided a space for exploring how activism links with faith.



Has heavily influenced my career so far! I've worked for QUNO and QPSW.



Many of my close friends are now Quakers - this is particularly because of being a programme assistant at QUNO.		Very positive - it has had a big influence on me and my beliefs about the world, and has pushed me to be much more challenging/active/radical.		I think the Young Quaker Worship Group is filling a gap for young people who want to explore Quakerism but in a more flexible/open way (i.e. there are no rules about how worship happens, whoever facilitates the session decides what happens). There are no formal Quaker decision making processes in place - we all share ownership of the running of the group, and help out with admin etc. where we have capacity (but it's also fine not to). There is freedom for individuals/small groups to do things differently/explore something new without going through any formal process, or seeking permission from the group. I think this is very different to YFGM (which some people really enjoy, but isn't for me!). I think it's important that YFGM isn't the only resourced space for young Quakers, as it meets the needs of some but definitely not all.				Ellie				Roberts				e.moseleyroberts@gmail.com				4442		2/18/16 15:07

		31		0		Parents						Yes		No		Moved to London from South Wales. Went to the local meeting.		30				I have felt committed to the society since i was in my teens, but did not feel committed to an area meeting until the last year or so. I did not want to apply for membership in my original area meeting in west wales when I didn't live there.										Every week		Nearly every week		National events (e.g. Children and Young People’s Programmes at Summer Gatherings, Yearly Meeting Gathering; Junior Yearly Meeting; Quaker Youth Pilgrimage; etc.)		Regional events (e.g. Friends Southern Summer Events, Holiday School, Summer Shindig; JYF; Teenage General Meeting; etc.)		Local Link groups				Leaveners/Quaker Youth Theatre				Informal social groups of Quaker friends and family		Other (please elaborate below)		Quaker Youth Pilgrimage (international)		Nearly every week		My answer to this question gives a slightly misleading impression. Between the ages of 18 and 26 i rarely attended meeting outside of YFGM and other national events. I have attended meeting regularly for the past 5 years because I have been settled (geographically, professionally and personally, in a relationship). Before this I did not feel ready to commit to a meeting. When I attended I did not feel particularly part of the community, but this was as much from my own lack of commitment as the meeting. Finding other people my own age was a factor in finding community in my local meeting (though it is important to me to have variety of ages, sex, etc at meeting).														Informal social groups of Quaker friends and family										Yes, I have always identified as a Quaker. I agree with the religious and social aspects of quakerism and its religious practice allows me best to engage with my spirituality.		y		Yes. I do not make any separation between my christian and my quaker identity.		Somewhat unimportant		Personally, I see it as similar to marriage. I was in my relationship before I got married, and little has changed in our daily life since I got married. There is however something about making a public statement, and a long term (lifetime) commitment which changes the character of this, both for me and for others. If I say I have committed it entitles others to challenge my commitment - what can you offer etc whereas if I just attended on the odd Sunday, I might feel pressured to do things I did not wish to.



While there is no creed, and there are many ways, believe, and live as a quaker, I do not think it is true to say you can believe or do anything and still be a Quaker. Perhaps some sort of 'in'/'out' is helpful with this?



I do think there is some baggage that comes with membership, which is unhelpful - people feel excluded when this is not the intention.



I also think a form of membership which is less geographical but nevertheless requires some commitment and accountability (in both directions) is important. My area meeting should look after me and challenge me for the long term - i'm not sure the yearly meeting could perform this function in the same way and if not them, who would.		Somewhat important		I think they are all very important to my Quaker Identity, but think and accept they might be less so to others. I think one needs to have some awareness of these things to understand what Quakerism is, even if the result is that these things are not important personally.		Very important		When i wasn't part of a Q community my Q identity diminished (but didn't disappear entirely). There is a quality to communal worship which is different to private prayer, even if the intent is the same. This difference underpins my faith.		My local meeting (PM as was) had a significant impact, and individuals within it, particularly those who took children's meeting. There was a breadth of approaches to Quakerism from these individuals and there were a number of all age events which were important to me at the time, even more so looking back.



Between 11 and 18 I attended Area meeting link groups, all age Meeting for Friends in Wales events, BYM and Summer gathering, Dramaquest (Leaveners) all of which gave me fantastic friendships, spiritual experiences and education. It was important to me that I was involved in many of these events in an organising capacity - either formally as a PGP, or informally for link group events. I also went to JYM and General Meeting, but didn't get much out of these events.



I visited the USA with the Quaker Youth Pilgrimage as a 17 year old which allowed me to explore my Christian identity to a greater extent. I often felt in a minority identifying as a Christian young friend, and there was a sense that Christ wasn't something 'we' believed in.



Between 19 and 29, YFGM was my spiritual community in every respect. I loved it then and do still, but think I and the society missed out by not having more involvement with Quakers of all ages. I was also part of an informal Quaker bible study group for part of this time which was		I feel my local meeting is more than enough for me at the moment!



I am also on Six Weeks Meeting which is proving an interesting development in my Q identity, but one I'm just starting on, and one I recognise is fairly unique to me.		At University I found engaging with the local meeting difficult, but not for lack of trying. It just didn't click. I went quite often but never developed relationships with others in the meeting. I felt they could have done more, but I didn't have a lot of spare time in those days!



YFGM filled this vacuum, and continued to do so as I moved around without a local meeting I could commit to, or that would commit to me.		Not more involved, but perhaps differently involved. I might do more at area meeting, yearly meeting level, but expect this to be a fluid arrangement.		Not at the moment.



A crisis of faith.		Most of my friendships are still with Quakers and Quakerism is still a huge part of my family life. My quakerism underpins what I do, and I believe I live out my testimonies in small daily tasks rather than in large gestures or decisions.		Positive.		This is a bit of a stream of consciousness:



I think the society should concentrate at a local level in meetings by being welcoming to all, rather than thinking of young adults as 'different' requiring a separate treatment.



As a young adult Quaker my greatest frustration was that when i did attend local meeting, the tendency was to try to introduce me to another young quaker rather than welcome me as another human being. I didn't need to meet at a different time or place, with people my age. The best thing they could have done would be to invite me for a coffee and ask me what makes me tick - be my friend first, and the Quaker stuff can follow. I could equally have done the same in reverse, but I think its harder coming in to a community.



I also found some meetings were a bit of a closed shop. The same people did the same roles, and couldn't imagine that a young person might have been a Quaker longer than them, know what Quakerism was about, and just as capable of doing the tea rota, children's meeting, organising a discussion group, clerking etc. Again, a cup of tea and a chat might have done this job. Some of these issues were about age, but could probably just as easily have been about race or class.



I think giving young friends some idea of how they might, or might not, be welcomed into local meetings might help, as well as strategies for engaging with meetings. Young Friends events are very good at empowering young people, and boundaries are discussed and agreed at each event. This doesn't happen at local meetings and the change in culture can be a bit of a surprise.				Thomas				Rowlands				tom_rowlands@hotmail.com				4441		2/18/16 15:03

		22		0		Parents						Yes		No		I went to university in Liverpool and was living there when I decided to apply for membership. I no longer live in Liverpool but am not currently settled enough to consider moving my membership to Penrith meeting where I grew up and am currently attending.		21				I became increasingly aware of the fact that as someone who identified as a Quaker, there was a step in confirming this that I hadn't taken, which began to bother me.										About once a month		Occasionally		National events (e.g. Children and Young People’s Programmes at Summer Gatherings, Yearly Meeting Gathering; Junior Yearly Meeting; Quaker Youth Pilgrimage; etc.)				Local Link groups								Informal social groups of Quaker friends and family						Nearly every week		I find the sense of community and friendship very important, and it keeps me grounded in a spiritual practice which it's very easy to get out of the habit of.		Young Friends General Meeting						Volunteering at Quaker events (local, regional and national)		Britain Yearly Meeting events/groups				Informal social groups of Quaker friends and family										Yes. I find the Quaker community to be a nourishing one and one that reflects my values and challenges me to live by them. I find that through yfgm, friends I've met via JYM or volunteering at CYP events, and local meeting, I am introduced to people that I feel very grateful to have in my life. I also find that spiritually, quakerism allows me to explore different practices and theologies in a supportive and curious environment that never makes me afraid of coming back with the wrong answer.		y		Not really. I'm currently in the process of exploring what meaning Christianity night have in my spiritual life. I've reached a stage where I find the Christian language used among Quakers to be quite accessible, but I used to struggle with it. Up to now, I have tended to find Buddhism gives me more useful language and ideas, and I find that to be entirely compatible with my Quakerism.		Somewhat unimportant		In many ways it makes me uncomfortable to have two levels of being a Quaker. For me, if you identify as a Quaker, then you are one. I came into membership because I felt odd about there being a way I could be 'more' Quaker and not doing it.		Somewhat important		It's good to have an understanding of how Quakers do things, not least because a lot of Quaker structures and processes come from ideas which are quite integral to how Quakers see the world.		Somewhat important		I have had periods of not being an active part of a Quaker community when I have still considered myself a Quaker. However, I think an important part of a faith is the ability of the community to support and challenge each other. If I found myself with the prospect of long-term separation from the Quaker community I would find that very hard.		Local children's meeting was important to me until the age of about 10, and the group of family friends we have at my childhood meeting are still important to me. At the time, I think that this wasn't significantly about being a Quaker, though.

The most significant community by far for me growing up was JYM. It was my first experience of having a peer group who not only accepted me exactly as I was but also actively shared a lot of my values and priorities. I wasn't sure about a lot of the spirituality element to begin with, but this has grown in me, and definitely started at JYM.		Currently YFGM is the most significant Quaker community I'm part of. It feels important to me to have peers in my spiritual community and yfgm provides this. It also provides the intensity to really explore worship, political concerns and friendship. I find local meeting harder because there is less structured time for getting to know each other, sharing experiences and ideas, and taking collective action. However, I do still find local meeting to be an important community- it just takes longer for me to feel grounded and part of the meeting. Yfgm is so transient anyway that I have found it easier to feel grounded there.		Moving away from home certainly affected my involvement because my last JYM coincided with moving to a new city, meaning I lost all the elements of quakerism that were familiar to me at the same time.

For me, an important part of settling in Liverpool was introducing myself at local meeting. I hasn't been attending regularly at home, but it felt like an important element of continuity with my experiences at JYM to have a Quaker community at university. I attended quite regularly throughout my time in Liverpool and this was my first experience of being an independent adult attending local meeting which gave me a new sense of ownership of my Quaker identity. Liverpool meeting was also an important support to me during some difficult times at university		Being more settled in one place would mean I might feel I could give more to a local meeting. If I lived further south I would spend more time with Quakers my own age socially- at present if I'm meeting Quaker friends it almost always has to be at least one overnight because of the distances involved!		Moving further north would mean I'd see less of my friends my own age.

Living very rurally might make it harder to get to local meeting and might well mean that the meeting would be more elderly.

If I felt drawn to be more involved in Buddhist spiritual communities this might reduce my involvement in Quakers but at present I find the two to be complementary		I think my role at JYM as a bgf had hugely impacted on my life. The experience it has given me to write about for job applications, as well as the confidence and skills I developed in that role bear a lot of responsibility for the route my career has taken. I wouldn't be surprised if that experience was what got me shortlisted for my first job after university.

The experience of being accepted as myself at 16 was very significant, too. It gave me a confidence in my own identity that I think I'd really been searching for.

The friendships and relationships I've found through quakerism have also been important. Some very close friendships have been important supports during difficult periods of my life, and have challenged and shaped the ways I think about various issues 

Quakerism has also kept me motivated in the activism I feel led to be a part of. It's easy for that stuff to fall by the wayside, and having a spiritual grounding and community element to activism keeps me going with it.

My spirituality is an increasingly important part of my life and identity- I don't think this would have been true at all without my experience at JYM and quakerism continues to provide me with a vital space to explore this element of myself.		Overwhelmingly positive. I sometimes get frustrated with the demographic trend away from my own age group, and with the sometimes slow pace at which we do things, but quakerism has been a very positive thing in my life		I think that membership, and the geographically focused nature of Quaker structures can be a barrier to young adults remaining involved in quakerism. Yfgm and  informal friendship networks are the ways that most people my age that I know maintain their connection with quakerism. I wonder if there are ways local meetings can work to facilitate those friendship networks particularly. Some are over later geographical distances, but sometimes there are young adult Quakers in the same city who rarely cross paths because they each only make it to meeting once in a blue moon. There may be ways local meetings could support young people to connect, if they wanted to. 

Providing young adult spaces at national events is a development I've been very glad to see.

Rationalising some of the Facebook networks could also be useful. Yfgm and young adults and wb Facebook pages both let me know of events I could attend, and also importantly, who else might be going. I wonder if people could be introduced to some of those networks before they turn 18.

I think for many young Quakers yfgm is very important and although it can have its problems I think it's important to recognise that for many people it is their primary connection to quakerism.				Ella				Booth				ellavwbooth@gmail.com				4440		2/18/16 14:50

		34		28		Alone				I've always felt drawn to the Quaker philosophy, and had become increasingly disillusioned with other forms of Christian worship over the years. A personal crisi meant I finally took the plunge and started attending.		No												No						I never felt I had enough time in my life for the additional commitments it would entail																								Occasionally		I used to go very regularly but in the past couple of years a) my parents who live some distance from me have path had a prolonged period of Ill health so I've spent a lot of weekends visiting them b) I volunteer some weekends c) if I'm honest I'm afraid some mornings I'm just too tired																		Member of a Quaker listed informal group						Yes. The absolute core of everything I believe is that all human beings are of equal value (whether you express that in terms of containing an equal measure of the Light of God or in more secular terms) and saying I'm a Quaker affirms that belief. And while I haven't participated as actively in it as I'd have liked to lately I do value the community in my local meeting		y		No. The teachings of Jesus are personally important to me, but I don't feel I identify strongly enough with the broader church as an organisation to call myself Christian.		Not important at all		I feel it's a declaration of commitment to your meeting, and when my life settles down a bit I would like to make that commitment, but it bears no relation to the strength of my or anyone else's faith		Somewhat unimportant		I do sometimes worry that the emphasis Quakers place on precise definitions and language and an understanding of somewhat arcane procedures can come across as exclusionary and even a form of gatekeeping		Very important		I don't think you can be a Quaker in isolation, we're stronger together and can support and learn from one another.		I first heard about Quakerism when I was at university (19/20) and was curious but didn't get involved until a few years later		A retreat at Bamford was a very moving and influential experience		I haven't moved but I've been spending fewer and fewer weekends at home since my parents got sick. As where they live doesn't have a local meeting, I can't drive and there's no public transport to anywhere that does I've been attending a lot less		Yes. My parents are getting a lot better and are planning to retire somewhere which will probably be nearer a nmeeting, and I'm looking for a new job in that area		If anything else came up that gave me less free time at weekends		Wow that's a huge question! It's definitely given me a sense of security that I'll always have a spiritual home and always be able to find members of a community I can relate to wherever I go, and I think it's made me a more compassionate person		Positive		More online areas to discuss issues and keep up with current campaigns for people who can't always get to meeting				Jules				Bristow				julie.bristow@gmail.com				4439		2/18/16 14:35

		24		0		Parents						No												Don't know						Don't fully understand all the ins and outs of membership!		About once a month		Occasionally		National events (e.g. Children and Young People’s Programmes at Summer Gatherings, Yearly Meeting Gathering; Junior Yearly Meeting; Quaker Youth Pilgrimage; etc.)		Regional events (e.g. Friends Southern Summer Events, Holiday School, Summer Shindig; JYF; Teenage General Meeting; etc.)		Local Link groups								Informal social groups of Quaker friends and family						Hardly ever		Intense university course and ease of access to a Quaker meeting (particularly without a car). Would love to see a Quaker society at the University!										Britain Yearly Meeting events/groups				Informal social groups of Quaker friends and family										Yes. I feel Quakerism holds the perfect balance of core beliefs which I identify with and an openess to exploring individual ideas of spirituality.		y		No. I do not feel I hold the same faith and beliefs as other Christian denominations. Whilst I believe there are some good teachings and practices within this faith I do not personally feel that it is a faith I have any strong belief in and choose instead to follow my own agnostic approach to spirituality.		Not important at all		I do not think that someone needs to become a member to feel able to call themselves a Quaker as I believe Quakerism to be more a way of living your life and that the social aspects and meetings for worship with like minded individuals is simply a way of expressing this way of life.		Somewhat unimportant		Whilst I think it is important to have these constructs in order to allow people to conglomerate and share their faith with one another, I again do not feel that it is the core of being a Quaker.		Somewhat important		By the very nature of being a Quaker I think that groups and communities come very naturally to this way of life and is therefore an important part of Quakerism by default - though I do not feel that it is in any way an absolute or an obligation.		Local meetings helped introduce me to Quakerism, and events held by these meetings such as Quaker camps helped me to explore Quakerism with other Friends of the same age.



Larger meetings such as Summer School, JYM and BYM introduced me to the adult world of Quakerism and helped me to explore more in depth topics.				I feel far less involved with Quakerism since coming to University. I've found it difficult to integrate myself with another Quaker group alongside completing my course and forming other new friendships at University.		I like to think that when I settle down later in life that I will be able to find a new local meeting that I can attend.				I feel it has opened up some great opportunities to meet like minded people who I can fully share my beliefs and appreciation for life with in a relaxed and non-judgmental environment. Whilst Quakers tend to hold similar values with regards to honesty, pacifism and friendship I am unsure whether this has helped shaped me or whether this is simply a reason I identify myself as a Quaker. Or perhaps it is a mixture of the two!		Absolutely positive. I have always been proud to be part of a greater society of forward thinking, generous and joyful individuals.		Perhaps if there was a way to support those at University to either set up Quaker Societies or to encourage them to go to young adult regional/national meetings.				Josh				Beckers				JoshBeckers19@hotmail.com				4438		2/18/16 13:58

		19		6		Parents						No												No						No because I find that the younger events were what I enjoyed most as opposed to meeting.		Hardly ever		Never		National events (e.g. Children and Young People’s Programmes at Summer Gatherings, Yearly Meeting Gathering; Junior Yearly Meeting; Quaker Youth Pilgrimage; etc.)		Regional events (e.g. Friends Southern Summer Events, Holiday School, Summer Shindig; JYF; Teenage General Meeting; etc.)				Quaker Work Camp Reunions						Informal social groups of Quaker friends and family						Never		I have trained on a Sunday morning since I was 8 years old.														Informal social groups of Quaker friends and family										No I don't identify as a Quaker, I don't agree with some fundamental parts of Quakerism and I don't like Meeting for worship at all.		n		No I don't identify as Christian I became dissolutioned from it after I was 16		Not important at all		It's just irrelevant to actual Quakerism in my opinion		Somewhat unimportant		It's just irrelevant to actual Quakerism in my opinion		Somewhat unimportant		It's a personal thing and it doesn't matter if you are involved elsewhere		No		No		No		Maybe but none come to mind		Maybe but none come to mind		It's made my views on matters stronger but maybe that's because I had to argue my points with Quakers if they didn't agree with them		Positive because I have made some of the best friends I have through this		No thanks																4437		2/18/16 13:24

		29		21		Alone				After attending events in Friend's Meeting houses for several years (CND etc) and having a year abroad where I felt I wanted to explore more of my understanding of god I did lots of reading about Quakers and decided to go along		No												No						I think I will in time but I want to keep learning first. I don't see a huge difference currently between being an attender and a member but I think I would like to formally become a member at some point in the future																								Nearly every week		I value the time to reflect and listen to the spirit. I feel it is important to build up my connections with my community at meeting.

I currently attend at my local meeting mostly on a Wednesday and then a young friends worship group when that is on making sure that I attend at least one during a week most of the time				Local Young Friends group										Informal social groups of Quaker friends and family										I identify as a Quaker attender, I am wary of identifying as a 'Quaker' as that feels like a status that comes with having got to a certain point in my journey that I'm not sure I have. In addition I'm only just starting to understand basics such as Quaker Business model which I feel I should know to call myself a Quaker.

I would however say I identify living my life as a Quaker being challenged to live by the Testaments		p		I feel I view my religion through a Christian framework, despite growing up in a atheist family Christian stories have surrounded my understanding of god. I value these stories considerably and believe in Jesus as an important figure we should learn from. However I don't really consider myself a Christian as I do not fully believe in the resurrection as literal thing.		Somewhat unimportant		I have met many Friends who have been attenders for 10's of years who are certainly Quakers		Somewhat important		I think you need to understand the processes and traditions to fully engage meaningfully		Somewhat important		Meeting for Worship is central to my experience of being a Quaker this requires a community of Friends together but also being a Quaker for me is often about action and lived experience, being in a group helps to fulfill these						I moved to London after attending in Canterbury. Attending Quaker Quest in London and being able to be part of Young Friends groups (which I had never heard of when I was attending for 4 years in Canterbury!) has helped me to become more involved						Building strong like minder friendships

Strengthening my resolve to make a positive difference

Challenging me to act in a way I know I should		Positive!																		4436		2/18/16 13:09

		20		0		Parents						No												Don't know						Yes because it is the community I grew up in, but I don't think I will because as a student I am not in the same place all the time, and also I don't believe in god or any sort of spirit, I juts believe in people.		About once a month		Hardly ever		National events (e.g. Children and Young People’s Programmes at Summer Gatherings, Yearly Meeting Gathering; Junior Yearly Meeting; Quaker Youth Pilgrimage; etc.)		Regional events (e.g. Friends Southern Summer Events, Holiday School, Summer Shindig; JYF; Teenage General Meeting; etc.)		Local Link groups								Informal social groups of Quaker friends and family						Hardly ever		I don't have time, I usually over sleep on a Sunday morning. Because I don't go very often I have to reintroduce myself every time I go. I am not sure how I feel about religion at the moment, I really enjoy th time to sit and think, but I don't know if I would even call myself spiritual anymore.														Informal social groups of Quaker friends and family										Yes. I have many friends who are young Quakers. I still identify strongly with the Quaker testimonies. I enjoy meeting for worship and the feeling of a Quaker meeting as it is what I grew up with. But I don't believe in any sort of greater power or spirit so then I am not sure if I can be a Quaker.		y		I know that arbitrarily quakerism is a denomination of christianity. However I do not identify at all as a Christian. I don't believe in the christian god or Jesus or any biblical stuff. Christianity and it's stories and messages are about as real or valuable to me as any other world religion, I just know a bit more about having been brought up in the UK and been to a CofE primary school.



When people look at the world around them they tend to ask two questions - How? and Why? increasingly science explains how. For a lot of people religion explains why, they say because that is what god intended or there must be some reason we can't understand for it. To me this is a cop out. The antiauthoritarian vibe that Quakerism has instilled in me can't help but challenge the fact that 'because god said so' or 'because the spirit wills it' is the answer given for the question why, and finds it thoroughly unsatisfactory.		Not important at all		I identify as a quaker and I am not a member and I don't think I want t become a member, I know lots of young quakers in the same situation. Quakerism for me is more about the community than membership.		Somewhat important		We exhibit our values through the way we conduct our meetings, business process, traditions and ceremonies.		Very important		I always thought the best part of being a quaker was the conversations had with other Quakers, and to do that you sort of need a community around you to talk to.		Oxford Quaker meeting and the youth group there that I was part of growing up (alas no longer going as we grew up and moved away) the friends I made at senior conference and JYM and JYF.		I still talk a lot to young friends I met in my teens, they maintain my Quaker identity because our friendship and conversations are due to and to some extent sustained by the fact we are all Quakers. Occasionally I go to the Quaker meeting in Cardiff where I am at university, but i am not well known there so I only go if I really need an hour of head space. That is the only way it contributes to my quaker identity, but being able to sit in a room of people who have all agreed to sit and enjoy each others company in comfortable purposeful silence is important to me and I am glad it is there if I need it.		At my meeting at home lots of people didn't really make the effort to talk to me because as a child of the meeting they thought they knew me already, whereas in reality although I probably had met them my memory of them would have been from when I was quite small and so I'd only remember them as a pair of legs attached to an adult so I didn't really know them. I have moved to university in Wales and needed meeting more, and so have been of my own accord, it's once to be my own person and not My Mothers daughter or my grandmothers grand daughter.		I would like to get involved in helping out at young peoples events like JYM, Summer Gathering, Senior Conference, or JYF when I have the time.		If Quakers told me I had to be spiritual or believe in something more than the amazing power of people when they come together and the brilliance of statistics and probability that governs the patterns in the world around us.		I have so many friendships that I really value and that I know will stand the test of time through Quakers, these friendships span the UK so I keep meeting people who also know my Quaker friends. I also have a sort of sense of safety as I wander about the world as I know that if I am lost but find a Quaker meeting they will probably be friendly and help me out. Growing up with the patience, pacifism and listening attitude of Quakerism as a backdrop has really influenced who I am as a person. I hope it has made me open and ready to ask questions rather than to run away from things I don't understand and criticise things I disagree with just because it differs from my point of view. 



I study a fairly science based project and the phrase 'consider it possible that you may be mistaken' from advices and queries, is incredibly valuable to me in this context.		Quakers have given me a very positive experience. They gave me a safe nurturing space to grow up in and open and accepting friends while being a teenager as well as lots of fun. They also gave me connections an friendships with adults and older people which have been invaluable.		Between university, working, travel and all the other exciting things to do when your 20 it can be difficult to know if you'll be free for a meeting in 6 months time. Being able to help and get involved  without committing to something ages in the future would be good. Also maybe some more media directed at young adults? A section of the Quaker life email or something if there is news for us? More humour and bad jokes. You may not think religion is the place for puns, but it definitely is, tickling peoples funny bone is a great way of getting people involved.				Isobel				Sutherland				isobel.m.s.s@gmail.com				4435		2/18/16 12:49

		21		1		Parents						Yes		No		Where I go to university		19				To make the commitment.  As a constant in turbulent times										Occasionally		Occasionally		National events (e.g. Children and Young People’s Programmes at Summer Gatherings, Yearly Meeting Gathering; Junior Yearly Meeting; Quaker Youth Pilgrimage; etc.)		Regional events (e.g. Friends Southern Summer Events, Holiday School, Summer Shindig; JYF; Teenage General Meeting; etc.)		Local Link groups								Informal social groups of Quaker friends and family						About once a month																Informal social groups of Quaker friends and family										Yes.  Quakerism is the biggest constant in my life		y		No.  If telling someone about being a Quaker I would explain in as much detail as they wanted about the Christian roots of Quakerism.  I wouldn't say I identified as a Christian because I feel Quakerism is very different, and also because of all assumptions (which I see to be negative) your average 21 year old would make about Christianity.														Senior Conference was always the best for me, followed by JYF.  It's hard to talk about my experiences with Friends outside of those events in the same box as those experiences were very different and had no time constraints/boarders at events.  I think SC was the best because it was just small and big enough to create a very strong 'community of intimacy' as Dr Best might put it.  Small enough allow the intimacy, big enough to allow the community.  Also big enough so you would see people you wouldn't see outside of events but still especially like.  JYF felt like a more casual extension of the people who attended SC but with fewer people, fewer boundaries and no bedtime.		I'm not currently involved with anything other than my local meeting and Friendships from young Quaker events.		I attend Meeting a lot more since moving to university.  Probably 4 times more often.  It doesn't make me feel any more Quaker that I go to Meeting more now.  Before moving I didn't feel much part of my Local Meeting but I did of SC, now it's the other way around.		When I finish university I will volunteer at events again.  When I have children I will become more involved		No		I was recently asked to discuss my most formative experiences at school in a seminar.  I found that hard as I feel the formative experiences of my school years happened at Quaker events, not at school.  I think I sometimes expect more depth from friendships as a result of my experiences with my Friends.  I also crave a strongly connected group of friends which I haven't got outside of Friends.  I think I'm more emotionally intelligent and mature than others my age as a result of my experiences with Quakers.  Due to a couple of moves I don't feel I have a geographical home, but I feel at home within Quakers, whether that is at Jesus Lane meeting or with the Friends I have made throughout my adolescent years.  It's hard to speculate what I would be like character wise had I not been part of Quakers all my life but I'm sure that my Friends would say that I am a Quaker in my being.		Positive.  See previous answers for a discussion of why.		More networks of YFs at the local/area level.				Matt				Alton				matthewalton@hotmail.co.uk				4352		2/10/16 16:10

		19		0		Parents						No												No						Yes definitely, been a huge part of my life growing up, would be a completely different person without it. But I haven't been to meeting in a while, want to get back into it when I'm older and would want to apply for membership then						National events (e.g. Children and Young People’s Programmes at Summer Gatherings, Yearly Meeting Gathering; Junior Yearly Meeting; Quaker Youth Pilgrimage; etc.)		Regional events (e.g. Friends Southern Summer Events, Holiday School, Summer Shindig; JYF; Teenage General Meeting; etc.)		Local Link groups																																								Yes I do, I would be a completely different person without Quakers and I don't think I will ever drop this identity		y		I don't know, Quakers first before Christian definitely																		I don't go to meeting in Portsmouth...		I definitely want to get re involved in Quakerism, but maybe not right now. Still identify as a Quaker though				Friendships are a big one, made friends for life. Involvement in organising events such as JYM and Senior Conference made a big impact on skills and confidence and they were very rewarding		POSITIVE POSITIVE POSITIVE		No																4344		2/10/16 11:41

		24		0		Parents						No												No						I have but due to not being settled somewhere it is hard to decide where to put my membership. I could apply at my LM, where I grew up, but I've only been there intermittently with my Universities being in different cities and likelihood of job also not being there.						National events (e.g. Children and Young People’s Programmes at Summer Gatherings, Yearly Meeting Gathering; Junior Yearly Meeting; Quaker Youth Pilgrimage; etc.)		Regional events (e.g. Friends Southern Summer Events, Holiday School, Summer Shindig; JYF; Teenage General Meeting; etc.)		Local Link groups																								Volunteering at Quaker events (local, regional and national)						Informal social groups of Quaker friends and family										I do currently identify as a Quaker. I feel I am a Quaker due to my upbringing in a Quaker family and being active in my LM. I am currently volunteering on national quaker events and see this as staying connected to Quakers while I do not have a LM community. I try to reflect on the Quaker Testimonies in my life and take guidance from them. The spiritual aspect of Quakerism is something that I find hard to grapple with, and is something that might put me off attending a predominantly older LM community, but I am open to other people's views and suggestions.		y		I do not identify as a Christian. The God/Good in everyone (as I would view it) is not the Christian God of right/wrong, sins, miracles, devotion, etc. I can understand how others would see the Christian God as the same as my God/Light/Good and it might just my misunderstanding of the Christian God.																		Reduced LM involvement but I have found it more important to take part in national and international events to remain connected to Quakerism.		If I was settled somewhere for a while I would like to increase my involvement with a LM. However, if this 'settling' involved a busy job I might find it hard to justify taking time off work for a Quaker event.				Friends - I have been lucky enough to take part in a range of events for young Quakers which has allowed me to make friends from all over the UK and internationally. I keep up these connections when I can using social media and at Quaker events. 



Spiritual Space - Quakerism has provided a space for me to explore my spirituality without the pressure on having to decide on what I believe. If it weren't for Quakerism I think I would be very closed off to other peoples spiritual beliefs. 



Volunteering and Experience - I have gained a huge amount of experience from volunteering on young peoples Quaker events and taking part in international events which I would not have been able to without Quakers.		Positive.		I know it is probably unfeasible, but if there was a young people's membership service where you could be a member of the RSoF as whole rather than at a specific LM. I think this would make it less daunting in approaching new LM and keep young people within the network. I know this might slightly exist through YFGM but it isn't membership of the RSoF in the same way.				Tim				Shorrocks				trshorrocks@gmail.com				4330		2/9/16 16:25





Identity

		Do you currently self-identify as a Quaker?		Number						How often do you attend meeting for worship? (approximately)		Yes		Partially		No		Unclear

		Yes		114						Every week		7		0		0		0

		Partially		12						Nearly every week		27		4		1		1

		No		17						About once a month		21		2		1		1

		Unclear		7						Occassionally		26		2		2		2

		Total		150						Hardly ever		27		3		6		3

										Never		4		1		7		0

		Membership and identity		Number		% of membership category						112		12		17		7		148

		Member, identify as Q		57		93.4%

		Member, partially identify as Q		2		3.3%

		Member, doesn't identify as Q		2		3.3%

		Member, unclear identity		0		0.0%

		Non-member, identify as Q		46		65.7%

		Non-member, partially identify as Q		8		11.4%

		Non-member, doesn't identify as Q		11		15.7%

		Non-member, unclear identity		5		7.1%

		Membership unknown, identify as Q		11		57.9%

		Membership unknown, partially identify as Q		2		10.5%

		Membership unknown, doesn't identify as Q		4		21.1%

		Membership unknown, unclear identity		2		10.5%





Identity

		



Every week

Nearly every week

About once a month

Occassionally

Hardly ever

Never

How often do those who identify as Quaker attend meeting for worship? (Frequency)



Membership and age

		Mean age now		26.0197368421

		First attended as children		117

		Is a member		45

		First attended as adults		37

		Is a member		18

		Average age of applying for membership		21.0317460317

		Number of members		63				Two in process of application

		Number of non-members		71

		Number with no answer		20

		First attended with parents		107

		As child		105

		As adult		2						Column1		First attended as…		Column2

		First attended with grandparents		6						First attended with…		Child		Adult

		As child		5						Parents		105		2

		As adult		1						Grandparents		5		1

		First attended with friends		8						Quaker friend/aquaintance		3		5

		As child		3						Alone		0		21

		As adult		5						Other		4		7

		First attended alone		21						Total		117		36

		As child		0

		As adult		21

		First attended 'Other'		11

		As child		4

		As adult		7

		Average age of members		27.3333333333





Attendance

		How often did/do you attend Meeting for Worship (approximately)?		Aged <14		Aged <14 %		Aged 14-18		Aged 14-18%		Currently		Currently %		Members currently ~		Members		Non-members now		Non-members		No Answer		Membership status unknown

		Every week		18		17.5%		4		3.6%		7		4.7%		5		8.2%		2		2.9%		0		0.0%				43.6%				65

		Nearly every week		40		38.8%		25		22.5%		33		22.1%		17		27.9%		11		15.7%		5		26.3%				56.4%

		About once a month		23		22.3%		29		26.1%		25		16.8%		14		23.0%		11		15.7%		2		10.5%				59.0%

		Occasionally		9		8.7%		25		22.5%		33		22.1%		12		19.7%		17		24.3%		4		21.1%				34.3%

		Hardly ever		9		8.7%		15		13.5%		38		25.5%		11		18.0%		21		30.0%		6		31.6%				36.8%

		Never		4		3.9%		13		11.7%		13		8.7%		2		3.3%		8		11.4%		2		10.5%

				103				111				149				61				70				19





Attendance

		



Every week

Nearly every week

About once a month

Occasionally

Hardly ever

Never

How often did/do you attend meeting for worship? (Frequency as
 %)



Community

		



Every week

Nearly every week

About once a month

Occasionally

Hardly ever

Never

How often did/do you attend meeting for worship? (Frequency as %)



COmmunity pt 2

		Were you a part of any other Quaker communities outside of a local meeting growing up?		Raw number				Would you consider yourself to be part of a predominantly Quaker community outside of a local/area meeting?		Raw number

		National events (e.g. Children and Young People’s Programmes at Summer Gatherings, Yearly Meeting Gathering; Junior Yearly Meeting; Quaker Youth Pilgrimage; etc.)		90				Informal social groups of Quaker friends and family		90

		Regional events (e.g. Friends Southern Summer Events, Holiday School, Summer Shindig; JYF; Teenage General Meeting; etc.)		77				Young Friends General Meeting		29

		Informal social groups of Quaker friends and family		67				Volunteering at Quaker events (local, regional and national)		27

		Local Link groups		57				Britain Yearly Meeting events/groups		21

		Leaveners/Quaker Youth Theatre		15				Local Young Friends group		15

		Attended a Quaker School		15				Through Woodbrooke programmes		12

		Quaker Work Camp Reunions		11				Other		9

		Other (please elaborate below)		6				Work for a Quaker organization		8

								Member of a Quaker listed informal group		6

								University society		4





Community pt 3

		How often do you attend Meeting for Worship (approximately)?		Countif		Involved in other communities?		Count if (minus ISG)		Involved in communities not ISG		Are you a member of an area meeting?

		Every week		4		Yes		3		Yes		Yes

		Nearly every week		1		Yes		1		Yes

		Hardly ever		4		Yes		3		Yes		Yes

		Occasionally		1		Yes		0		No

		Hardly ever		0		No		0		No

		Occasionally		0		No		0		No		Yes

		Hardly ever		1		Yes		0		No		Yes

		Nearly every week		0		No		0		No		Yes

		Hardly ever		3		Yes		2		Yes		No

		Hardly ever		3		Yes		2		Yes		No

		Never		0		No		0		No		Yes

				0		No		0		No		Yes

				0		No		0		No

		Occasionally		1		Yes		0		No

		Occasionally		1		Yes		0		No		Yes

		Hardly ever		1		Yes		0		No		No

		Occasionally		1		Yes		0		No		No

		About once a month		2		Yes		1		Yes		Yes

		Nearly every week		2		Yes		1		Yes

		Occasionally		0		No		0		No		No

		Nearly every week		0		No		0		No		Yes

		Hardly ever		2		Yes		1		Yes		No

		Occasionally		1		Yes		0		No		Yes

		Occasionally		1		Yes		0		No		Yes

		Every week		2		Yes		1		Yes		No

		Hardly ever		2		Yes		1		Yes

		Nearly every week		4		Yes		3		Yes		Yes

		Nearly every week		2		Yes		1		Yes

		Occasionally		0		No		0		No		Yes

		Occasionally		3		Yes		2		Yes		Yes

		Nearly every week		1		Yes		1		Yes		Yes

		Nearly every week		2		Yes		2		Yes		Yes

		Hardly ever		0		No		0		No		Yes

		Every week		3		Yes		2		Yes		Yes

		Nearly every week		1		Yes		1		Yes		Yes

		Nearly every week		2		Yes		1		Yes		No

		About once a month		2		Yes		1		Yes		Yes

		About once a month		1		Yes		0		No		Yes

		Hardly ever		1		Yes		1		Yes

		Every week		6		Yes		5		Yes		No

		Every week		3		Yes		2		Yes		Yes

		Nearly every week		1		Yes		1		Yes		Yes

		Hardly ever		2		Yes		1		Yes		Yes

		Nearly every week		0		No		0		No		No

		Nearly every week		0		No		0		No		Yes

		Hardly ever		0		No		0		No

		Nearly every week		1		Yes		1		Yes		Yes

		Occasionally		2		Yes		1		Yes		No

		Hardly ever		4		Yes		4		Yes		No

		Nearly every week		3		Yes		2		Yes		No

		About once a month		4		Yes		3		Yes		No

		Hardly ever		2		Yes		1		Yes		Yes

		Every week		2		Yes		2		Yes		Yes

		Hardly ever		0		No		0		No

		Hardly ever		1		Yes		0		No		No

		Nearly every week		2		Yes		1		Yes		No

		Occasionally		0		No		0		No		Yes

		Occasionally		1		Yes		0		No		No

		Every week		3		Yes		2		Yes		Yes

		About once a month		2		Yes		2		Yes		Yes

		About once a month		1		Yes		0		No

		About once a month		3		Yes		2		Yes		No

		Hardly ever		0		No		0		No		No

		Hardly ever		1		Yes		0		No		No

		Never		0		No		0		No		No

		Hardly ever		1		Yes		0		No		No

		Occasionally		3		Yes		2		Yes		No

		Hardly ever		1		Yes		0		No		No

		Hardly ever		6		Yes		5		Yes		Yes

		About once a month		1		Yes		0		No		Yes

		Never		2		Yes		1		Yes		No

		Never		0		No		0		No		No

		Hardly ever		1		Yes		0		No		No

		Occasionally		1		Yes		0		No

		Hardly ever		2		Yes		1		Yes		No

		Occasionally		1		Yes		0		No		No

		Nearly every week		1		Yes		1		Yes

		Occasionally		1		Yes		0		No

		About once a month		2		Yes		2		Yes

		Hardly ever		2		Yes		1		Yes		Yes

		About once a month		0		No		0		No		Yes

		About once a month		1		Yes		0		No		No

		Nearly every week		4		Yes		3		Yes		Yes

		About once a month		2		Yes		1		Yes		No

		Never		1		Yes		0		No

		About once a month		2		Yes		1		Yes		No

		Occasionally		1		Yes		0		No		Yes

		Hardly ever		0		No		0		No		Yes

		About once a month		1		Yes		1		Yes		Yes

		Nearly every week		4		Yes		3		Yes		No

		Occasionally		1		Yes		1		Yes		No

		Never		0		No		0		No		Yes

		Nearly every week		0		No		0		No		Yes

		Nearly every week		0		No		0		No		No

		Occasionally		1		Yes		0		No		No

		Occasionally		1		Yes		0		No		No

		Nearly every week		2		Yes		1		Yes		No

		Occasionally		3		Yes		2		Yes		Yes

		Hardly ever		1		Yes		1		Yes		Yes

				0		No		0		No		Yes

		Occasionally		1		Yes		0		No		No

		Nearly every week		0		No		0		No		No

		Nearly every week		0		No		0		No		Yes

		Hardly ever		0		No		0		No		No

		Hardly ever		0		No		0		No		Yes

		Nearly every week		0		No		0		No		Yes

		Nearly every week		0		No		0		No		Yes

		Occasionally		0		No		0		No		No

		Hardly ever		2		Yes		1		Yes		Yes

		About once a month		4		Yes		3		Yes		Yes

		Nearly every week		1		Yes		1		Yes		No

		About once a month		1		Yes		0		No		No

		Nearly every week		3		Yes		3		Yes

		Hardly ever		2		Yes		1		Yes		No

		About once a month		2		Yes		2		Yes		Yes

		About once a month		1		Yes		0		No		Yes

		Occasionally		2		Yes		1		Yes		Yes

		Hardly ever		1		Yes		1		Yes		No

		Occasionally		0		No		0		No		No

		Occasionally		2		Yes		1		Yes		Yes

		Occasionally		2		Yes		1		Yes		No

		Never		0		No		0		No

		Nearly every week		1		Yes		0		No		No

		Never		2		Yes		1		Yes		No

		Hardly ever		2		Yes		2		Yes

		About once a month		3		Yes		2		Yes		Yes

		Hardly ever		0		No		0		No		No

		About once a month		1		Yes		0		No		No

		About once a month		0		No		0		No		No

		Never		1		Yes		1		Yes		No

		Occasionally		2		Yes		1		Yes		No

		Never		2		Yes		1		Yes		No

		Occasionally		2		Yes		2		Yes		Yes

		Hardly ever		0		No		0		No		No

		Occasionally		2		Yes		1		Yes		No

		Occasionally		1		Yes		1		Yes		No

		Hardly ever		2		Yes		2		Yes		No

		Nearly every week		1		Yes		1		Yes		Yes

		Hardly ever		1		Yes		0		No		No

		About once a month		3		Yes		2		Yes		Yes

		About once a month		4		Yes		3		Yes		Yes

		Never		1		Yes		1		Yes		No

		About once a month		2		Yes		1		Yes		No

		Nearly every week		1		Yes		0		No		Yes

		Nearly every week		4		Yes		3		Yes		Yes

		Occasionally		1		Yes		1		Yes		No

		Hardly ever		2		Yes		1		Yes		No

		Never		1		Yes		0		No		No

		Nearly every week		2		Yes		1		Yes		No

		Hardly ever		1		Yes		0		No		No

		About once a month		1		Yes		0		No		Yes

				0		No		0		No		No

				2		Yes		1		Yes		No

		Total are involved				117				81





Importance

		Column1		Part of a predominantly Quaker community		% of attendance category who are part of a Quaker community		Part of a predominantly Quaker community not including informal social groups		% of attendance category who are part of a predominantly Quaker community not including informal social groups

		Every week		7		100.0%		7		100.0%

		Nearly every week		23		69.7%		21		63.6%

		About once a month		23		92.0%		15		60.0%

		Occasionally		27		81.8%		13		39.4%

		Hardly ever		28		73.7%		19		50.0%

		Never		7		53.8%		5		38.5%

		Column1		Part of a predominantly Quaker community		Part of a predominantly Quaker community (%)		Part of a predominantly Quaker community not including informal social groups		Part of a predominantly Quaker community not including informal social groups (%)

		Member		45		71.4%		35		55.6%

		Non member		52		73.2%		37		52.1%

		Membership status unknown		15		75.0%		9		45.0%

		Total		112				81

		How many communities are respondents part of?		Including informal social groups		Column1		Column2		Column3		Not including social groups		Column4		Column5		Column6

				All		% of members		% of non-member		Unknown		All		% of members		Non-member		Unknown

		0		52		28.6%		19.7%		25.0%		72		44.4%		46.5%		55.0%

		1		52		27.0%		36.6%		45.0%		48		23.8%		38.0%		30.0%

		2		39		20.6%		29.6%		25.0%		20		19.0%		8.5%		10.0%

		3		13		11.1%		7.0%		5.0%		10		11.1%		2.8%		5.0%

		4		10		11.1%		4.2%		0.0%		1		0.0%		1.4%		0.0%

		5		0		0.0%		0.0%		0.0%		2		1.6%		1.4%		0.0%

		>5		2		1.6%		1.4%		0.0%		0		0.0%		0.0%		0.0%





Importance

		



Every week

Nearly every week

About once a month

Occasionally

Hardly ever

Never

Relationship between how often respondent currently attends MfW and whether they are part of a predominantly Quaker community outside of LMs/AMs



		Column1		How important do you think being in membership is to Quaker identity?		How important do members think being in membership is to Quaker identity?		How important do you think an understanding of Quaker processes, structures and traditions are to Quaker identity?		How important do members think an understanding of Quaker processes, structures and traditions are to Quaker identity?		How important do you think being an active part of a Quaker group/community is to Quaker identity?		How important do members think being an active part of a Quaker group/community is to Quaker identity?

		Very important		7		5		33		17		38		16

		Somewhat important		48		24		99		40		85		35

		Somewhat unimportant		57		23		12		2		20		9

		Not at all important		35		7		3		1		3		0

		Total		147		59		147		60		146		60

		Importance rating (4 = very important, 1 = not at all important)		2.18		2.46		3.10		3.22		3.08		3.12

		All but two of those who answered said that Quakerism had had an overall positive impact on their lives

		136

		Column1		All respondents		Members only

		…being in membership…		2.18		2.46

		…an understanding of Quaker processes, structures and traditions…		3.10		3.22

		…being an active part of a Quaker group/community…		3.08		3.12





		



Very important





Somewhat important





Somewhat unimportant





Not at all important

How important do you think ... is to Quaker identity? (4 is very important, 1 is not at all important)

All respondents

Members only




